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About the International Eurasia Press Fund

The International Eurasia Press Fund (IEPF) is a non-governmental organisation registered in
1992. IEPF operates within the framework of joint cooperation with the UN agencies, the US
Department of State, European Commission, World Bank, International Press Institute, International
Federation of Journalists, foreign diplomatic missions in Azerbaijan, ministries, as well as various
international organisations. "Peace at home, peace in the country, peace in the world" is the main
motto of the IEPF.

In 2007, the IEPF became a member of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) with
Special Consultative Status, which was reclassified to the General Consultative Status in 2014.
Since 2014, the IEPF has become a member of the European Council on Refugees and Exiles
(ECRE), the Public-Private Partnerships — United States Department of State, International Peace
Bureau and the International Press Institute. IEPF is one of the founders of the Azerbaijani Press
Council and the NGO Forum, and its activity is included in the registry of organisations coordinated
by the Republican Commission for International Humanitarian Aid. The International Eurasia Press
Fund has great experience in implementing social and humanitarian programs to improve the
living conditions of low-income people, increase their employee capabilities, peacekeeping
operations, as well as the restoration of infrastructure in war-torn areas, mine clearance, and etc.
The IEPF has been the author of research, monitoring and alternative reports on the settlement of
ethnic conflicts in the CIS countries since the 1990s. Since 2000, the organisation has joined the
Mine Action Programme jointly implemented by the National Agency for Mine Action (ANAMA) and
the United Nations Development Programme. IEPF is a successful implementer of the First Level
Assessment Survey in Hazardous Areas supported by the UNDP and ANAMA, the Study of the
Socio-Economic Impact of Mines in Azerbaijan supported by the UNDP, European Commission,
the American Research Operations Centre and Mine Action Assessment, Study of the needs of
IDPs supported by ANAMA and UNDP, Azerbaijan Youth Support Programme and programmes to
educate people in need of special care supported by UNICEF.

From the first days of its activity, the IEPF has organised visits of numerous representatives of
foreign media, international organisations and civil society to the war-torn and devastated regions
to convey the truth about Karabakh to the world. The IEPF, a member of the UN ECOSOC, has
held various parallel sessions at the UN Headquarters in New York and Geneva, made efforts to
contribute to the end of the occupation, refugees and internally displaced persons repatriation, and
peace restoration.

According to the state instructions given by ANAMA and in accordance with the State
Programme on Socio-Economic Development of the Regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan, about
20 years ago, the IEPF “Community Mine Action” team has joined the Azerbaijan Mine Action Pro-
gramme.




Introduction

The Soviet Union collapse was accompanied by the appearance of a number of ethnic conflicts.
Since January 1988, the policy of ethnic cleansing in Armenia against the Azerbaijani nationals
(living inside Armenia) has been systematically implemented. The Armenian government and
Armenian nationalist organisations, under the auspices of the USSR leadership, carried out
thousands of bloody atrocities and actions in the process of expelling ethnic Azerbaijanis from Ar-
menia.

According to the State Commission on Prisoners of War, Hostages, and Missed persons, as a
result of the ethnic cleansing in Armenia, 185 Armenian settlements were emptied, more than
250,000 Azerbaijanis and 18,000 Kurds were forcibly evicted from their homes, and 217 Azerbaijanis
were killed by Armenians. 49 of them froze to death in the mountains while fleeing from the
Armenian territories, 76 were tortured to death, 115 were burnt, 16 were shot, and others were
hanged, electrocuted, and drowned.

In parallel, the armed conflict began in the Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan. This conflict
has escalated with Armenia's territorial claims against Azerbaijan and the deportation of ethnic
Azerbaijanis from Armenia. Armed attacks were organised against Azerbaijani population living in
the villages of Nagorno-Karabakh, and terror was carried out against the local civilian population.

On the ethnographic situation in Nagorno-Karabakh (1989 data)

Area: 4 388 sq.km.

Population: 189,085 people,
Armenians: 145,450 (76.9%) people,
Azerbaijanis: 40,688 (21.5%) people,
Other: 2,947 (1.6%) people,

Shusha city

Area: 312 sq. Km.

Population: 20 579 people,
Azerbaijanis: 19,036 (92.5%) people,
Armenians: 1,377 (6.7%) people,
Occupied: May 8, 1992.

In 1992 the conflict reached its peak. As a THE RESULTS OF ARMENIAN AGGRESSION
result of the genocide committed in Khojaly city,
613 Khojaly residents were killed, including 63 chil-
dren, 106 women, 70 elderly people. After a while,
the city of Shusha, the cradle of culture of Nagorno- ||+,
Karabakh and Azerbaijan, was occupied. Therefore, g
the occupation of Nagorno-Karabakh was completed.
Later, Kalbajar, Lachin, Jabrayil, Gubadli, Zangilan,
Fuzuli, Aghdam regions around Nagorno-Karabakh
and inhabited by Azerbaijanis were occupied by
Armenian military units. About 700,000 people were
displaced from their native lands and scattered to
other regions of Azerbaijan. There was a huge hu-
manitarian catastrophe.




In total, more than 30,000 people were killed, 50,000 were disabled and more than 4,500 were
missing during the First Karabakh War, which lasted from 1991 to 1994. A ceasefire agreement
was signed in 1994 to resolve the conflict, and the OSCE Minsk Group was established under the
co-chairmanship of the United States of America, Russia and France. Long time passed, but the
negotiations on the settlement of the conflict through the efforts of the OSCE Minsk Group and
other international organizations gave no results.

In 1988-1994, in total 900 settlements, 150,000 houses, 7,000 public buildings, 693 schools,
855 kindergartens, 695 medical institutions, 927 libraries, 44 temples, 9 mosques, 473 historical
monuments, palaces and museums in Karabakh, 40,000 museum exhibits, 6,000 industrial and
agricultural enterprises, 160 bridges and other infrastructure facilities were destroyed.

For 30 years, all infrastructure in the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh region and 7 surrounding
regions of Azerbaijan, material and natural resources have been destroyed. Environmental
terrorism has been conducted constantly by the fascist regime of Armenia and its chauvinistic
armed forces. During this period, the UN fact-finding mission was not allowed to visit the
occupied territories, on the contrary, defence fortifincations were established in the occupied
territo—ries, which required large expen—ditures, and the material, spiritual and historical heritage
of Azerbaijani people was looted. The Armenian government relo—cated ethnic Arme—nians living
in different countries to these vacant areas, inside the sovereign territory of Azerbaijan, under
Armenian occupation.
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According to the Azerbaijani side at the end of 2015, 8,500 people were relocated to Nagorno-
Karabakh and a total of 23,000 to 7 other occupied regions. Of these, Lachin: 13,000 people,
Kalbajar: 700 people, Zangilan: 520 people, Jabrayil: 280 people. According to international
media outlets citing the Armenian central government, 6,000 Armenian families from Syria had
been resettled in these areas even before 2012. The settlement policy and the establishment of
deep defence fortifications have demonstrated the unwillingness of the Armenian side to withdraw
its military forces from the occupied territories of Azerbaijan.




Military operations in Karabakh and the Second Karabakh War

The First Karabakh War ended in 1994 with a ceasefire. Before the ceasefire, there were four
resolutions adopted by the UN Security Council calling for the immediate and unconditional
withdrawal of the Armenian armed troops from the occupied territories of Azerbaijan. The terms of
these resolutions and the efforts of the OSCE Minsk Group to resolve the conflict peacefully did
not give any results during the ceasefire period. Although, no military operations were carried out
during this period of time, the ceasefire was regularly violated by Armenian military units. During
the ceasefire until 2020, 1,436 Azerbaijani servicemen and civilians were injured, and 429
servicemen and civilians were killed.

As a result of the conflict escalation in April 2016, Azerbaijani Armed Forces liberated more
than 2,000 hectares of territory in the direction of Fuzuli and Tartar regions and took control over
the strategic heights in the territory of Nakhchivan.

Since 2018, control over the state border with Armenia in Gazakh, Agstafa, Tovuz, Gadabay
and Dashkesan regions has been transferred from the Azerbaijani Defence Ministry to the State
Border Service, and it has been confirmed that the Republic of Azerbaijan has no military goals
on the border with Armenia.

Starting from July 12, 2020, the villages in Tovuz region of Azerbaijan have been fired with
large-calibre weapons and artillery from the direction of the state border of Armenia. These
operations aimed at involving other neighbouring countries in the conflict after possible involvement
of Azerbaijani side in military operations along the state borders of Armenia. Nevertheless, the
provocation was stopped after political and diplomatic interventions. Twelve Azerbaijani servicemen
were killed during the military operations. After a while, the ceasefire was restored.

Although the Azerbaijani side has always demonstrated political will to resolve the conflict, the
Armenian side continued its provocative actions, ignoring the accepted basic principles, declaring
that “Karabakh is a part of Armenia”, denying all legal and political documents, committing
sabotage, provocations by targeting various cities and villages of Azerbaijan, as well as claiming
the start of a war for new territories against Azerbaijan.

On September 27, 2020, the Armenian Armed Forces made another large-scale provocation
and intensively fired at the positions of the Azerbaijani Army located in the frontline zone with
large-calibre weapons and artillery. Armenia's military-political leadership continued its provocative
actions, trying to involve third countries in the conflict, violating the obligations fixed in Geneva
Conventions by targeting civilian areas with heavy weapons, and committing various crimes
against civilians. Intensive shelling of Gapanli, Chiragli and Orta Garvand villages of Tartar
region, Alkhanli and Shukurbeyli of Fuzuli region, Jojug Marjanli of Jabrayil region, Goranboy and
several other villages of Dashkesan region, resulted in deaths and injuries among the civilian
population. Numerous houses and civilian objects were badly damaged. The frontline units of the
Azerbaijani Army took retaliatory measures to prevent this provocation and ensure the safety of
the civilian population living in the areas close to the frontline. As a result, military operations
intensified, and counterattacks of Azerbaijani Armed Forces began. Military operations along the
line of contact with the occupied territories have intensified in the direction of Fuzuli, Khojavend,
Agdam, Agjabadi, Tartar, Goranboy regions of Azerbaijan.
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The words of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev to Armenian leadership
to prepare a road map with the exact dates of Armenia’s withdrawal from occupied lands, to
implement the requirements of the UN resolutions and to start peace talks were not accepted by
the Armenian political establishment.

As a result of military operations started on September 27, 2020 until October 27, 2020, 182
villages, Jabrayil, Fizuli, Zangilan, Gubadli cities, Hadrut and Sugovushan settlements of
Khojavend region, Minjivan settlement, strategically important Murov mountain range, and
Zangilan region, located in the territory of occupied Nagorno-Karabakh and 7 adjacent regions of
Azerbaijan, have been liberated from the occupation.

As a result of the military aggression of the Republic of Armenia against the Republic of
Azerbaijan, it was revealed that international humanitarian law was seriously violated, civilians
were deliberately killed with hostile intent, and the crimes of deliberate destruction of property
committed. The IEPF fact-finding mission observed damage to a large number of private
properties, vehicles, social infrastructure, offices of civil society organizations, school buildings,
kindergartens, and social and cultural facilities in Fizuli, Agdam, Tartar, Goranboy, Naftalan, and
Ganja. As a result of the shelling of civilian areas, 398 civilian objects, 2174 houses and 90
apartment buildings became unusable. In total, 91 civilians were killed and 363 were injured in
result of shelling of villages and towns inhabited by civilians. The IEPF received the following in-
formation on the damage caused to civilians by the war from executive bodies, the local
population and municipalities:




Tartar region

The territory of the region has been sub- [ZE
jected to rocket and artillery fire by Armenian g%
military units since September 27. In total,
about 15,500 shells were fired by Armenian
military units from September 27 until the end
of October in the region. As a result, 17
civilians were killed and 61 were injured. The |
district has a population of 104,000, and the
vast majority of them have temporarily left
their homes for security reasons. They are
placed in schools, kindergartens, public catering
facilities in different regions. Some of them &8
have settled on relatively safe roadsides to ir- == - — : =
rigate their farms and to feed their cattle and small ruminants. 26 V|Ilages of the region are
bordered by the contact line.

As a result of the shelling of the region by Armenian military units, 37 settlements (villages and
city centres) were damaged. During the artillery fire of the Armenian military units, 133 houses
were completely destroyed, 873 houses were partially destroyed, 47 shopping centres, 65
apartment buildings, 100 ancillary buildings, 18 administrative buildings, 14 schools, 1 vocational
school, 1 music school, 3 medical centres, 3 cultural institutions were seriously damaged. A
cotton plant, a bakery, public catering establishments and a market area were destroyed as a
result of artillery fire. Cotton planted on 2,981 hectares is being lost in unharvested areas. It was
planned to harvest 34.8 quintals of cotton per hectare.

Barda region

The centre of the region is the city of Barda. A total of 157,507 people live in Barda region. In
addition, more than 30,000 IDPs from Nagorno-Karabakh and 7 surrounding regions settled in
the IDP settlements built in the region during the First Karabakh War. After the conflict escalation,
most people from Tartar and Aghdam regions moved to the Barda region in terms of security.
Their total number is 20,130. 11,091 of them settled in private houses, and 7,096 in 83 schools
located in the district. 1133 people were temporarily accommodated in public catering facilities
and various enterprises operating in the district. Armenian military units fired more than 60
missiles at the Barda region, more than 25 kilometres away from the line of contact. 13 of them
targeted the city of Barda, and the others targeted 5 villages of the region. Some of these missiles
have been identified as SKAD / ELBRUS cassette missiles. The most tragic incident occurred as
a result of the shelling of Garayusifli village of Barda region on October 27 and the city of Barda
on October 28. 21 civilians were killed and 71 were injured when rocket-propelled grenades were
fired at the city of Barda. There was a human tragedy. Many of the local citizens killed were
women and children.

In total, 28 civilians were killed and 86 were injured in rocket attacks on Barda in September-
October, 2020. More than 70 buildings were damaged by artillery fire. 27 individual residential
buildings were severely damaged or destroyed; 3 of them were completely destroyed. 1 (one)
apartment building, 5 (five) public catering facilities (Old Barda restaurant) were seriously
damaged, 1 (one) school, 9 (nine) cattle were destroyed.




Ganja city

This is the second largest city in Azerbaijan.
More than 350,000 people live in the city. There
is an international airport in the city. Since
October 4, 2020, Armenian military units have &
fired 13 ballistic missiles at the city. Some of |
them were neutralized by the Air Defence Sys-
tems. More than 200 apartments, individual B
and multi-apartment buildings were damaged
as a result of the shelling of the city's civilian
areas. The houses of 145 families were com-
pletely destroyed and they became homeless.
As a result of the ballistic attack, 139 people »
were injured and 28 civilians were killed. 6 of
them are children. 4 children lost both parents.
There was a human tragedy as a result of the shelling of the city.

In total, the explosions severely damaged about 500 trade facilities, one of which was
completely destroyed. 6 kindergartens, 8 secondary schools and the building of a higher
education institution were severely damaged.

Goranboy district

This is mainly an agricultural region. It has a
population of over 120,000 people. In Septem-
ber-October, 2020, Armenian military units fired
662 shells at 28 settlements in the region. Ac-
cording to ANAMA, 52 of them were long-range
missiles. As a result of the artillery fire, 250
private houses and 6 social facilities were dam- £
aged. 6 of them were completely destroyed. 7
civilians were killed and 10 were injured. Garachi-
nar and Safikurd villages of the region were se- s
riously damaged as a result of Armenian artillery
shells. Tap village of the region was especially
damaged. More than 2848 people live in this
village. 174 shells were fired by Armenian
military units against the village of Tap. Clover fields, vegetable fields, pastures were damaged,
48 heads of cattle and cows were perished.

Fuzuli district

There are 75 villages in the region. 12 of them and the city of Horadiz were liberated in 1994
by the Azerbaijani army. More than 60,000 people settled in the region. The rest of the population
(over 50,000) is dispersed to other regions of Azerbaijan and live as IDPs. As a result of recent
military operations, Armenian military units have intensively fired on the villages, settlements,
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Zobujug IDP settlements and the city of Horadiz. According to local people, three civilians were
killed and more than 20 were injured. As a result of shells fired on the territory of the region, more
than 300 residential buildings of the region were damaged, 10 houses in Horadiz were completely
destroyed. The Youth House, Heydar Aliyev Centre and Mugam Centre in Horadiz were severely
damaged. Kindergartens, buildings of financial institutions, schools, gas stations in the district
were damaged. Residents of Horadiz city, Zobujug settlement, Gazakhlar, Alkhanli, Ahmadalilar
and other settlements were evacuated. Due to the Armenian shelling of agricultural lands of
Fuzuli, the fields were damaged and the harvest was not completed.

Along with these regions and cities, Naftalan, Beylagan, and Kurdamir, Gabala, Khizi,
Absheron regions, located 200-300 kilometres from the line of contact (Front line where the
armed clashes are taking place), were also damaged as a result of long-range missiles fired from
Armenian regime, from inside the sovereign territory of Armenia.

Agdam district

73 percent of the region is under occupation. The remainder part of the region (27 percent)
was settled by Azerbaijani IDPs. The region has a total population of 204,000. More than 93,000
people live in these occupied areas. During the military operations, 43 settlements of the region
were shelled. By the end of October, about 9,000 shells were fired into the region. As a result, 7
people died and 42 were injured. 19 villages near the contact line of the region were evacuated
due to the start of military operations. 679 buildings were damaged. Of these, 582 were private
houses (67 of which were completely destroyed), 515 ancillary buildings (97 of which were
completely destroyed), 231 heads of cattle and cows perished. 2,120 hectares of cotton fields
were planted in the district, and 6,000 tons of cotton from those fields fell into disrepair. AImost
half of the IDP population living near the contact line was evacuated to Agjabadi and Barda.

Military aggression, violations of international
law and crimes against civilians

During the night of October 4-11-17, 2020, the Armenian Armed Forces fired rockets at
civilians (and their residencies) in the central part of Ganja, killing and injuring many people, and
causing extensive damage to civilian infrastructure and vehicles. Although the Armenian side
stated that the military posts around Ganja were targeted, the bitter situation should be considered
as another crime against humanity. All three rocket attacks on the city of Ganja were carried out
in densely populated areas, resulting in killing and wounding the civilians. The fact that the attack
took place at night, when people were mostly at home, also indicates the intent of the crime. In
total, 25 civilians were killed and more than 100 civilians were injured as a result of the shelling of
Ganja by Armenian forces. The IEPF investigation mission immediately visited the place, got ac-
quainted with the scale of the destruction caused by explosion, met with the victims, attended the
funerals of the dead, and talked to the wounded in hospitals. As a result of the investigation
carried out by ANAMA, 8K14 SKAD / Elbrus operational-tactical ballistic missiles fired at Ganja
were found on the fragments. According to a spokesman of the Defence Ministry:

"If the Elbrus ballistic missile is brought to the front, then it can have a flight distance to Baku.
If it was brought to Nagorno-Karabakh, it is possible to imagine what kind of destruction it would
cause. Based on the intelligence sources obtained, we know that there is no such military unit in
the 1st General Army located in Nagorno-Karabakh. This weapon is part of the 71st missile
regiment of Armenia. That military unit is located in Stepanavan”, he said.
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Another tragedy occurred on October 27th and October 28th when the city of Barda, 25-30
kilometres from the conflict zone, came under fire with Smerch-type cassette shells. As a result of
the bombing of the city centre, 21 people were killed and 71 were injured. Numerous trade and
commerce facilities and cars were damaged.

One of the missiles fired by the Armenian Armed Forces at the power plant in Mingacheuvir,
a city of more than 100,000 people, more than 100 km away from the conflict zone, targeted
the power plant and the houses where civilians lived. As a result of the rocket attack on a
private house, 5 people were hospitalised with various injuries, and the house itself was
severely damaged. Mingachevir, the industrial city of Azerbaijan, is strategically important and
has the largest reservoir and power plant in the South Caucasus region. The targeting of this
reservoir and power plant could have serious environmental consequences for the South
Caucasus region.

IEPF investigators determined that some people were targeted during the funeral ceremony in
Seydimli village cemetery of the Tartar region, 4 people were killed and 3 were seriously wounded
as a result of artillery fire by Armenian troops. As a result of the fire in the city of Naftalan, 5
members of a family, including 2 children, were killed. There are dozens of such facts.

According to the Prosecutor General's Office of the Republic of Azerbaijan, as a result of war
crimes committed by the Armenian Armed Forces against the civilian population of Azerbaijan, as
a result of targeting civilian settlements in Fuzuli, Beylagan, Agjabadi, Aghdam, Naftalan,
Goranboy, Ganja from September 27th to October 22nd, as a result of shelling of the settlements,
63 civilians were killed and 292 were injured.

Destroyed cultural monuments and social infrastructure

Historical monuments, religious temples, cultural facilities, as well as educational institutions
of national and local importance in Ganja were severely damaged. Thus, the Alexander Nevsky
Russian Orthodox Church, built in 1887, the 14th-century Imamzadeh Religious-Architectural
Monument Complex, a local historical monument that once served as a "Men's Gymnasium" and
is now used by the Azerbaijan State Agrarian University, and The Nizami cinema were damaged.
5 schools and 6 kindergartens, as well as the building of Ganja Music College were severely
damaged. As a result of the firing on the territory of Fizuli region, the tomb of Sheikh Babi, which
dates back to the 13th century, was severely damaged.

As a result of the Armenian provocation, about 180 businesses were initially damaged in the
military operations. Preliminary analysis of the appeals shows that entrepreneurs operating in
Agdam, Ganja, Fizuli, Tartar, Beylagan, Naftalan, Barda, Jabrayil (Jojug Marjanli) and Agjabadi
regions suffered the most from the Armenian provocation. Crops and public catering facilities
were damaged, mostly livestock and trade facilities. At the same time, some farmers are currently
unable to harvest their crops as Armenian Forces fire on civilian settlements. IEPF staff met with
entrepreneurs, farmers and various traders. It was determined that the agricultural sector was
severely damaged. A cotton factory in Azad Garagoyunlu village of Tartar, a market area in the
centre of Tartar city, markets, gas stations, public catering facilities, trade places in Ganja, Barda,
Aghdam and Fizuli regions were destroyed as a result of missile strikes.

The Azerbaijani government has appealed to the population to inform them about the damage
caused to businesses as a result of the Armenian military aggression. Despite the military
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operations, rapid work was observed
in the area after the order of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Azerbaijan on
the restoration of the 29-kilometer sec-
tion of the main road leading to the lib-
erated Sugovushan village.

As a result of the aggression of the
Armenian military, 420 schools were
suspended in 14 regions. To date,
about 50 general education institutions
have been damaged by rocket fire by
the Armenian military. 10 schoolchildren were injured in the shelling of Ganja. As a result of the
shelling of Naftalan and Agjabadi, 3 schoolchildren were killed. As a result of the Armenian
terrorist attack on Ganja, 3 children lost both parents. In total, 9 schoolchildren were killed as a
result of the shelling of civilians by the Armenian Armed Forces.

It is a clear violation of the educational rights of children which are stipulated at the articles 28
and 38 of the Child Rights Convention and also the principles stated at the Safe Schools Decla-
ration.

According to the Article 38 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989), State
undertake to respect and to ensure respect for rules of international humanitarian law applicable
to them in armed conflicts which are relevant to the child. State have obligations under
international humanitarian law to protect the civilian population in armed conflicts, and shall take
all feasible measures to ensure protection and care of children who are affected by an armed
conflict.

it should also noted that according to the Safe Schools Declaration, it is prohibited to use ed-
ucational facilities as basis bases, barracks or detention centres during the armed conflict. But it
was used as a constantly method by the Armenian army. So, they choose either a house of
culture, or a school, or a kindergarten as a military base. They use civilian objects, as a “human
shields” which is prohibited in the context of armed conflicts. This rule is set forth in the Third
Geneva Convention (with respect to prisoners of war), the Fourth Geneva Convention (with
respect to protected civilians) and Additional Protocol | (with respect to civilians in general).

Targeted strategic facilities

During the military operation, which began on September 27, the Armenian military intends to
expand the scale of the conflict by targeting several strategic objects of Azerbaijan, to create
panic among the population, to involve third parties to the conflict.

The President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Mr. [lham Aliyev, said, “If the plans to dismantle
the pipelines are implemented, the response will be very severe for them. We have already
warned about this. | think that the European countries that will receive gas from TANAP next year
should also warn them. Because TANAP is not only our project. TANAP has other shareholders,
TAP has European shareholders. This is a project of exceptional importance for Europe's energy

16




security. Therefore, we should all be interested in this project not to be harmed in any way.” he
said in an interview to foreign media.

At night of October 6, 2020, the Armenian Armed Forces fired rockets to the Yevlakh region,
which is densely populated by civilians and far from the conflict zone, where the Baku-Thbilisi-
Ceyhan main export oil pipeline is passing. The missiles hit 10 meters of the Baku-Thbilisi-Ceyhan
pipeline in Yevlakh region. Fragments of more than 300 cluster bombs were scattered around.
This is a serious threat to the life and health of the civilian population. The fact of this action had
been confirmed during the investigation carried out by ANAMA's special mobile team in the area,
and the bombs scattered around were removed from the area and neutralized.

On October 18, at about 13:00, an explosion was heard in the Khizi region and the remains of
an S-300 missile fell. ANAMA's special mobile operation team found the remains of an S-300
missile in the Sitalchay area in place. The missile was fired by the Azerbaijani Air Defence
System. This missile is capable of detecting targets within a radius of 300 km. It has been
determined that the missile has a range of 250-280 km.

The armed forces of the occupying Republic of Armenia deliberately violated the norms and
principles of international law, the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols,
as well as the requirements of the hu-
manitarian ceasefire declared on October
10, 2020 at 12:00. Armenia continued to
fire heavy artillery at settlements and
strategic facilities.

On October 17, 2020, at around 01:00
pm, the Armenian armed forces fired mis- &=
siles at the Mingachevir Hydroelectric Power
Station, the largest thermal power plant in
the South Caucasus, more than 100 km
away from the conflict zone. The missiles
were neutralized by the air defence forces [
of the Azerbaijani Army. During the hu-
manitarian ceasefire, Armenian officials
said that the targeting of cities outside the
front line aimed at creating panic among
the population in the depths of Azerbaijan
territory. )

On October 22, 2020, Armenian military :
units fired rockets at the Oguz-Gabala- §
Baku water pipeline, which supplies drinking
water to the Absheron Peninsula and is of
special strategic importance for our country.
As a result of neutralization by the air de-
fence forces of the Azerbaijani Army, parts
of the missile fell near the water pipeline. In late October, fires broke out in the forests of Goygol
and Dashkesan districts outside the line of contact, and environmental terror was committed.
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Violation of International Law

UN Security Council Resolutions (822,853,874,884), adopted in 1993, call for an immediate
and unconditional withdrawal of Armenian Armed Forces from the occupied territories of
Azerbaijan. Despite the fact that 27 years have passed since the adoption of the resolutions, its
provisions have not been implemented by Armenia. lllegal settlements were carried out in the
occupied territories. The UN General Assembly's resolution on the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, adopted on September 7, 2006, entitled "Situation in the Occupied Territories
of Azerbaijan" condemned the fires committed by Armenia in the occupied territories. The next
resolution of the same name, adopted by the General Assembly on March 14, 2008, covers the
legal, political and humanitarian aspects of the conflict and reaffirms the principles of its
settlement. These principles include respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Azerbaijan, the immediate, complete and unconditional withdrawal of Armenian troops from the
occupied territories of Azerbaijan, the right of IDPs to return to their native lands, and the
coexistence of both communities in Azerbaijan. It also covers the illegality of the situation created
as a result of the occupation of the territories.

Despite the fact that the decisions of the Council of Europe mainly cover the field of political
and legal reforms, this body has periodically expressed its position on the ongoing conflicts in
Europe, including the South Caucasus. First, taking into account the severity of living conditions
of refugees and internally displaced persons, the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe (PACE) has prepared various reports calling for their unconditional return and for member
states to be sensitive to this humanitarian tragedy. PACE supported the OSCE mediated political
settlement of the conflict on the basis of the principles of the Helsinki Final Act and the Paris
Charter. Resolution No. 1119 "On Conflicts in the South Caucasus" adopted on April 22, 1997,
provides for the settlement of the conflict, the inviolability of borders, the granting of broad
autonomy for Nagorno-Karabakh, the right of return of refugees and internally displaced persons,
and the security of all peoples, as well as the conditions for the deployment of multinational
peacekeeping forces. PACE sees the resolution of conflicts in giving ethnic groups the status of
autonomy, which allows them to express their characteristics. Ethnic groups must fully enjoy their
rights and not cause to damage the territorial integrity of the state. PACE Resolution 1416 on the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, settled by the OSCE Minsk Group, adopted on 25 January 2005,
reaffirmed the occupation of Azerbaijani territories, expressed concern over ethnic cleansing on
these territories, and referred to the UN Security Council Resolution 822, 853, 874 and it called
for the observance of Resolutions 884 and the withdrawal of troops from the occupied territories.
The organization also reaffirmed the right of IDPs to return to their lands and stressed the
inadmissibility of occupation of the territory of a member state by another member state. In
addition, the Sarsang Reservoir, built on the Tartar River in 1976 to provide irrigation water to
about 100,000 hectares of land in six regions of Azerbaijan, fell into disrepair as a result of the oc-
cupation, depriving residents of irrigation water. The Committee on Sustainable Development has
prepared a report. The resolution "Deliberate deprivation of water to residents of the border
regions of Azerbaijan" adopted on January 26, 2016, calls for the withdrawal of Armenian troops
from the region, considers the deliberate creation of an artificial ecological crisis as "environmental
aggression" and reaffirms the occupation of part of it by Armenia.

According to the 1992 Rio de Janeiro Declaration on Environment and Development, countries
must be aware of their responsibilities in their activities and respect international law that protects
the environment during armed conflicts. However, the environmental terror in the occupied
territories, as well as the recent shelling of the cities of Mingachevir, Gabala and Khizi by
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Armenian military units with ballistic missiles, as well as phosphorous bombs of settlements and
farms far from the conflict zone, are completely contrary to the provisions of the Declaration.

All this is in line with international instruments on the protection of civilians - children, women,
elderly, people with disabilities in times of war, including the UN Declaration on the Protection of
Women and Children in Emergency Situations and Armed Conflict, the Law on the Rights of the
Child, is a serious violation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, as well
as the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols. The continuation of such cases,
creating numerous precedents of impunity, conditions for new crimes against humanity and
endangers the civilian population.

Protection of civilians in international law

In international humanitarian law, the protection of civilians is not the same as the protection
of combatants. This difference is particularly relevant in the conduct of hostilities: there is a
fundamental distinction between civilians and combatants, and between military objectives and
civilian objects. Combatants may be attacked until they surrender or are otherwise hors de
combat, while civilians may not be targeted, unless and for such time as they directly participate
in hostilities, and they are protected by the principles of proportionality and precaution against the
incidental effects of attacks against military objectives and combatants.

Regarding the legal aspects of the protection of civilians, in accordance with the IV Geneva
Convention the protection of civilians during armed conflict is a cornerstone of international
humanitarian law. This protection extends to their public and private property. International
Humanitarian Law (IHL) also identifies and protects particularly vulnerable civilian groups such as
women, children and the displaced persons.

International human rights law and international humanitarian law share the goal of preserving
the dignity and humanity of all. Over the years, the UN General Assembly, the Human Rights
Council have considered that, in armed conflict, parties to the conflict have legally binding
obligations concerning the rights of persons affected by the conflict.

Targeting civilians by Armenian military forces

According to the armament index of world countries released by the Bonn International Center
for Conversion in February 2020, Armenia ranks third in the world and first in Europe for the
number of servicemen per thousand people in Armenia, the cost of armaments in the gross
domestic product (GDP), military spending, healthcare, number of troops and the quantity of
heavy weaponry. The report says that the reason for Armenia's leading position in the arms race
is the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and its militaristic policy over the past 30 years.

(Source: Armament index, Bonn International Center for Conversion in February 2020).

In an interview with TV show "Vesti" aired on the Russian TV channel Russia-1 on 8 October,
Vagharshak Harutyunyan, the chief adviser to Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, openly stated that
Armenia is purposefully bombarding peaceful cities of Azerbaijan and targeting civilians to create
panic among them. (Source: Caspian News, https://caspiannews.com/news-detail/pashinyans-
advisor-confirms-armenias-deliberate-attacks-on-azerbaijani-civilian-settlements-2020-10-9-0/)
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Since the deadly clashes between Armenia and Azerbaijan broke out on September 27, Ar-
menia's forces have continued to shell densely populated areas, strategically important
civilian and energy infrastructure, which are far from the frontline. The skirmishes broke out
after Armenia's forces deployed in the occupied Azerbaijani lands hit Azerbaijani civilian
settlements and military positions along the front zone in the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan.

Armenia's forces have so far launched intensive missile attacks against Azerbaijan’s second-
largest city of Ganja, which is more than 60 kilometers away from the conflict zone, the central
Azerbaijani city of Mingachevir, which hosts the country's largest hydroelectric power and water
reservoir, as well as Barda, Tartar and Beylagan. They also hit the Khizi-Absheron region near
Azerbaijan’s capital Baku with mid-range missiles.

Millitary experts expressed confidence that by shelling Azerbaijani cities, Yerevan is trying to
provoke Baku into tit-for-tat response. If Yerevan can demonstrate that military activities are
taking place not only in the territory of the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan, but
also in Armenia itself, then it can demand military support from Russia.

American Chamber of Commerce in Azerbaijan (AmCham Azerbaijan) issued a statement
supporting territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. According to the statement, AmCham Azerbaijan is
deeply concerned with the events developing in the Nagorno-Karabakh region and other areas of
Azerbaijan. The Chamber strongly condemns all attacks on Azerbaijan, especially recent large-
scale shelling of civilian population and strategic infrastructure facilities carried out from the
territory of Armenia.

Protection of women and children in armed
conflicts in international law

If we talk about specific protection of children and women, international humanitarian law
provides general protection for children and women as persons taking no part in hostilities, and
special protection as persons who are particularly vulnerable.

Geneve Protocol Il of 1977 also codifies the principles according to which the civilian
population as such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. The Fourth
Geneva Convention comprises a great many provisions in favour of children. They show that,
already in 1949, it was felt that children should be especially protected against warfare.

Armenia is violated the principles stipulated by the Declaration on the Protection of Women
and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict and which calls for the strict observance of the
Declaration by all Member States. Attacks and bombings on the civilian population, inflicting in-
calculable suffering, especially on women and children, who are the most vulnerable members of
the population, shall be prohibited, and such acts shall be condemned.

The internally displaced children in Azerbaijan still cannot realize their right to voluntary return
to their lands in safety and dignity. During the conflict, 224 children were taken hostage by
Armenian military forces and were subsequently released, and 29 children are still considered to
be in Armenian captivity. 73 Azerbaijani children are missing.

Children in Azerbaijan are the targets by Armenian aggressors even during the ceasefire time.
During the ceasefire since 1994, 34 children became victims of the Armenian terror, 14 of them
were killed and 20 were injured.




War crimes during the humanitarian ceasefire

According to the humanitarian ceasefire reached by the parties in Moscow, which was supposed
to start on October 10, 2020 at 12.00, the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of Armenia
agreed on the exchange of the remains of the dead, the prisoners and other detainees and victims
in accordance with the criteria of the International Committee of the Red Cross and the mediation of
the OSCE Minsk Group. A humanitarian ceasefire has been declared to begin substantive talks to
resolve the conflict peacefully as soon as possible, based on the basic principles of settlement
through the co-chairs.

However, despite the statement of the Presidents of the United States of America, the French
Republic and the Russian Federation, representing the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs, dated 1
October 2020, the statement of the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs of 5 October and 10 October
2020, Armenia has not complied with the requirements of the humanitarian ceasefire adopted in ac-
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cordance with the Moscow Declaration. Thus, although a ceasefire was felt in various directions of
the front, Armenian military units made efforts to counterattack to return the territories liberated by
Azerbaijan. As a result, the Azerbaijani Armed Forces liberated the settlement of Hadrut and several
villages in Nagorno-Karabakh.

Uncompromising, the Armenian military fired SKAD / ELBRUS, TOCHKA-U long-range missiles
at the cities of Ganja and Mingachevir, Barda and other regions, 80-100 km away from the conflict
zone, in the Baird and Vardenis regions. As a result, many civilians, women and children were killed
or injured.

Tragedy took place in Ganja and Barda, the largest economic cities of Azerbaijan. Ganja,
Azerbaijan's second largest city came under rocket fire, killing 28 people, mostly women, and
injuring a total of 139 people, including 10 women and five children. Long-range missiles hit the
territory of Ganja city, destroying settlements and social infrastructure facilities within a radius of
500 meters. As a result of the shelling of Barda, 27 people were killed and 86 were injured.

A few hours after the ceasefire came in power, ambulances moving in the liberated territories
were fired upon by the Armenian Armed Forces, kKilling and injuring Azerbaijani Army doctors.

The destructive power of the missile that hit the territory of Barda was recorded by ANAMA em-
ployees. As a result of the rocket's fall, a large hole was formed at a depth of 10 meters and a radius
of 30 meters. During the ceasefire, a residential area built for IDPs in Shikharkh settlement of Tartar
region was targeted, people were killed or injured. Talking with the civilians and military, the IEPF
representatives revealed the followings committed during the humanitarian ceasefire:

- During the removal of the bodies from the battlefield, trap explosives were placed under the
remains of the dead by the Armenian army soldiers;
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- Azerbaijani soldiers were shot and hand grenades were thrown at them while handing over the
bodies;

- Military doctors who helped transport the bodies and the wounded were fired upon;

There were deaths and injuries in all three cases.

- Soldiers who died on the Azerbaijani side were tortured and insulted, and these immoral acts
were spread on social networks;

- Pictures and information about soldiers chained to posts and cars in the trenches of the
Armenian military units in the occupied territories have been identified.

Captives and missing persons

The information of the State Commission for Prisoners of War, Hostages and Missing Persons
as a result of the Armenia-Azerbaijan Nagorno-Karabakh conflict was published on 01.10.2020.
According to the report, captives and missing persons, including the first Karabakh conflict:

a) servicemen - 3171 people
b) civilians - 719 people (71 children, 267 women, 326 elderly people) of them: a) men - 3623
people b) women - 267 people were officially registered.

The provisions of the humanitarian ceasefire reached in Moscow on October 10, 2020
intended the exchange of bodies and prisoners of war. The execution of the prisoners with the
participation of the Red Cross is noted. The positions of the parties on the issue were different.

Assistant to the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Head of Foreign Policy Affairs
Department Hikmet Hajiyev "I would like to emphasise once again that the mechanism for
exchanging bodies, as well as prisoners between Azerbaijan and Armenia, has been around for
some time, is ready and working." he said.

Although the official statement stated that the Azerbaijani side was ready to hand over the
bodies of the dead soldiers in accordance with the spirit of the humanitarian ceasefire, the
Armenian side ignored the appeal.

Information on the treatment of wounded Armenian servicemen in hospital, as well as
telephone conversations with their parents living in Armenia, was broadcast on television, and in-
formation was provided to the ICRC on the conditions of detention of prisoners of war.

Videos shared on social networks about the criminal acts committed by the Armenian military
by insulting the bodies of the killed Azerbaijani servicemen have been spread on social networks.
This is evidence of a serious violation of Articles 16 and 17 of the 1st Geneva Convention.

lllegal transportation of weapons to the occupied territories

After Georgia and the Islamic Republic of Iran banned the transportation of military cargo to
Armenia, the Armenian government resorted to various tricks and illegalities to bring weapons to
the country. It has been confirmed by various sources that civilian planes are also used for this
purpose.

At the same time as the fighting was going on, it became clear that Armenian leaders were
transporting military cargo by planes. Zohrab Mnatsakanyan, who returned from a meeting with
Sergey Lavrov in Moscow on October 10, was found to have brought 300 Cornet anti-tank
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missiles on a government plane. Deputy Prime Minister Mger Grigoryan and Deputy Foreign
Minister Shavarsh Kocharyan, who had to visit Moscow for various reasons, tried to use similar
methods.

It has been observed that Armenian Diaspora organizations in other countries have become
more active in order to carry out arms talks with Armenia on civilian planes. There were reports
that these groups were carrying weapons to Armenia under the guise of "humanitarian aid" or
"charter flights."

In particular, arms shipments from Russia were curated by Armenian Defence Minister David
Tonoyan, Pashkina's illegal business partner and well-known arms smuggler David Galstyan,
and Russia's richest Armenian billionaire Samvel Karapetyan. The President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan expressed his views on these issues in an interview with international television and
agencies, as well as those interested in the illegal arms smuggling in the Russian establishment.

lllegal armed groups in the occupied territories

"Before and after this battle, we had information that PKK terrorists had set up camps there.
Because Nagorno-Karabakh was an uncontrolled territory," said President llham Aliyev. The
president said in an interview with foreign media that among those killed were people with
Canadian and Lebanese passports, as well as people who could not be identified.

The Prosecutor General's Office of Azerbaijan has announced that the Prosecutor General's
Office of the Republic of Azerbaijan has credible evidence that Armenia has committed various
crimes against the civilian population of the Republic of Azerbaijan and the involvement of foreign
mercenaries in these crimes.

Armenian President Armen Sargsyan said in an interview with Al Jazeera that Armenians from
different countries fought in Nagorno-Karabakh. "Although they are ethnic Armenians and citizens
of different countries, there is nothing wrong with fighting in Nagorno-Karabakh. We accept the
participation of Armenians from different countries in military operations," Sargsyan said,
confirming the participation of various terrorist groups in military operations.

The concept of mercenary is enshrined in Article 47 of Additional Protocol | (1977) to the 1949
Geneva Convention for the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflict. According to this
article, a mercenary has no right to receive the status of a combatant or prisoner of war.

The International Convention on the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries,
adop—ted by the 44th session of the UN General Assembly on 4 December 1989 (44/34),
criminalizes their use and training.

Unlike Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan acceded to the Convention in 30 September 1997.
In order to combat the involvement of mercenaries in military conflicts under the Convention,
States Parties shall provide for criminal liability in national law for such offences.

Clearing the unexploded remnants of war

In total, the Agency carried out 829 operational and urgent operations in September-October
2020. As a result, in Aghdam, Aghdash, Aghjabadi, Barda, Beylagan, Bilasuvar, Jabrayil,
Goranboy, Naftalan, Kurdamir, Fuzuli, Tartar, Tovuz, Shamkir, Hajigabul, Zardab, Khizi, Oguz,
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Gabala regions, Ganja and Mingacheuvir cities,
houses and yards, 301 unexploded ordnance
(UXO), 1,627 anti-personnel mines, 276 tanks
were inspected near the oil pipeline, the territory ;
of Mingachevir TPP, near the South Caucasus "
Pipeline, arable lands and pastures, roadsides, :
forests, schools. anti-personnel mines, 460 anti-
tank mine explosives (from recently liberated
areas), 76 detonators, 1,150 9N235 bombs,
1,180 rounds of ammunition of various calibres,
1 gas grenade, 17 meteorological radio direction
finders, 6 drones, 2 rocket chips and 550 exploded
rocket parts were found and neutralized.

Prohibited military ammunition

The IEPF Community Mine Action Team, which was involved in clearing the unexploded
remnants of the war on behalf of ANAMA, was involved in operations in Tartar, one of the main
target areas of the enemy, as well as in Barda and Goranboy. The team found and neutralized
phosphorous artillery shells in Duyerli and Askipara villages of Tartar region.

ANAMA specialists found and neutralized cluster bombs in a few meters of the Baku-Tbilisi-
Ceyhan pipeline, as well as in the areas of Goranboy and Barda.

Remains of an S 300 ballistic missile fired by Armenian military units and destroyed by the
Azerbaijani Air Force were found in the Sitalchay area nearby the Baku-Novorossiysk oil pipeline.

Cassette shells were fired at SMERCH and ELBRUS missiles in Ganja, Gabala and Kurdamir.
As a result of ANAMA's research, the facts about the banned ammunition were confirmed due to




the radius of the explosion area and the indicators on the identified remains. Ammunition, bombs
and long-range missiles fired by Armenian forces at Azerbaijani civilians and settlements and
major cities far from the front line are contrary to the Geneva Protocol on the Limitation and
Prohibition of the Use of Weapons, adopted on October 10, 1980. "It is against the Oslo
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use of Weapons."

The use of prohibited military ammunition by the Armenian military has been approved and
condemned by international organizations.

Amnesty International says "the use of cluster munitions against civilian areas is cruel and ir-
responsible. This causes many casualties," he said.

"The use of cluster munitions in all conditions is prohibited under international humanitarian
law. Ballistic missiles and cluster bombs used by Armenia against civilians have been banned by
international law. With this statement, we condemn such criminal acts of the Armenian Armed
Forces. We condemn Armenia's rocket fire on civilian infrastructure in the Barda and Tartar
regions of Azerbaijan on October 27-28" GUAM Organization for Democracy and Economic De-
velopment said. The General Secretariat of the Parliamentary Assembly of Turkic-Speaking
Countries (TURKPA) strongly condemns the continuing inhumane actions of the Armenian Armed
Forces against civilians in the Azerbaijani cities of Barda and Tartar.

"Armenia must immediately stop using cluster bombs or equipping Nagorno-Karabakh with
military forces," Human Rights Watch said in its statement.

The result and outcomes

The ongoing large-scale military operations between Armenia and Azerbaijan in September-
October 2020 can be considered as the failure of the Armenian leadership to implement the
accepted international terms and principles, as well as provocative attempts of Armenian
government to change international legal agreements and principles. Agreements on the liberation
of the occupied territories, the return of refugees and internally displaced persons, the determination
of the status of Nagorno-Karabakh have not been implemented by the Armenian political
leadership, and the escalation has continued. As a result, large-scale military operations were
launched, and a large number of military officials and civilians were killed and wounded. Various
sectors of the economy and social infrastructure have been severely damaged. A difficult
humanitarian situation has arisen. Azerbaijan, the executor of major infrastructure projects and
transnational programs, has no choice but to carry out peacekeeping operations to resolve the
conflict. We believe that no matter how difficult it is, the two peoples, who have lived together for
hundreds of years, still have the opportunity to live together again, to maintain the principles of
neighbourliness, peace and stability in the region, to establish mutual relations. Therefore, there
is an urgent need to take decisions and reach agreements, such as strengthening the peacekeeping
mission of the OSCE Co-chairing countries, liberating the occupied territories of Azerbaijan, to be
in unconditional compliance with the agreed principles of international law.
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History of the Armenia - Azerbaijan, Nagorno-Karabakh conflict

In 1987-89, more than 250,000 Azerbaijanis living in Armenia were forcibly expelled from their
historical lands, 216 of them were brutally killed and 1,154 were injured.

On February 20, 1988, at the meeting of the Oblast Soviet of the People’s Deputies of NKAO,
representatives of the Oblast Armenian community appealed to the Supreme Councils of the
Azerbaijan SSR and the Armenian SSR to separate NKAO from the Azerbaijan SSR and unite it
with the Armenian SSR.

On February 22, 1988, the Armenians opened fire on a peaceful demonstration staged by
Azerbaijanis near the town of Asgaran to protest the decision of the Soviet of People's Deputies of
NKAO, which left two Azerbaijanis dead, and they became the first victims of the conflict.

On December 1, 1989, the Supreme Council of the Armenian SSR adopted a resolution on the
unification of Nagorno-Karabakh with the Armenian SSR. On January 10, 1990, the Presidium of
the Supreme Council of the USSR adopted a resolution “On the inconsistency with the Constitution
of the USSR of the decisions regarding Nagorno-Karabakh adopted by the Supreme Council of
the Armenian SSR of December 1, 1989 and January 9, 1990”. The resolution stated that the an-
nexation of Nagorno-Karabakh to the Armenian SSR was illegal without the consent of the
Azerbaijan SSR.

On August 30, 1991, the Supreme Council of Azerbaijan declared the restoration of its state in-
dependence. On October 18, 1991, the Constitutional Act “On State Independence of the Republic
of Azerbaijan” was adopted.

On November 26, 1991, the Supreme Council of the Republic of Azerbaijan adopted Law “On
the abolition of the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast of the Republic of Azerbaijan”.

In the late 1991-early 1992, the conflict entered its military stage. During that time, taking the
opportunity of the collapse of the Soviet Union and political instability in Azerbaijan caused by the
internal standoff, Armenia began military operations in Nagorno-Karabakh with external military
support. On February 26, 1992, Armenian forces committed an unprecedented massacre against
the Azerbaijani population in the city of Khojali. This bloody tragedy, known as the Khojaly
genocide, resulted in the destruction or captivity of thousands of Azerbaijanis, and the city was
completely destroyed.

In May 1992, Shusha city and Lachin district, located between Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh,
were occupied. In 1993, Armenian armed forces occupied six more provinces of Azerbaijan
around Nagorno-Karabakh — Kalbajar, Aghdam, Fuzuli, Jabrayil, Gubadly and Zangilan.

Since then, the UN Security Council has adopted four resolutions on the unconditional
withdrawal of the occupying forces from the occupied territories. These Resolutions are based on
the map of the Republic of Azerbaijan submitted to the UN during its candidacy for membership.
These resolutions provide international legal guarantees for the peaceful settlement of the conflict.

The chronology of the resolutions adopted by the UN Security Council is as follows:

1) On April 30, 1993, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 822, calling for the
immediate withdrawal of all the occupying forces from Kalbajar district and other occupied
territories of Azerbaijan.

2) On July 29, 1993, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 853, calling for the
complete, immediate and unconditional withdrawal of the occupying forces from Aghdam district
and other occupied territories of Azerbaijan.

3) On 14 October 1993, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 874, calling for
immediate reciprocal and necessary steps, including the withdrawal from the most recently
occupied territories, in accordance with the CSCE Minsk Group's timetable for settlement.
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4) On November 11, 1993, the UN Security Council adopted Resolution 884. The resolution
condemned the occupation of Zangilan district and Horadiz settlement, the attack on the civilian
population and the bombing of the territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the unilateral
withdrawal of the occupying forces from Zangilan district and Horadiz settlement and the
withdrawal of the occupying forces from the other most recently occupied territories of the
Republic of Azerbaijan.

As a result of the Armenian military aggression, 20 percent of the territory of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, namely the Nagorno-Karabakh region and seven adjacent districts — Khankendi,
Khojaly, Shusha, Lachin, Khojavend, Kalbajar, Aghdam, Fuzuli, Jabrayil, Gubadly, Zangilan, as
well as 13 villages of Tartar district , 7 villages of Gazakh district and 1 village of Sadarak district
of Nakhchivan were occupied by Armenia’s armed forces. As a result of Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan, more than 1 million Azerbaijanis were displaced,
20,000 died in military operations and 50,000 have been disabled. As a result of the conflict,
about 4,000 Azerbaijanis went missing, including 67 children, 265 women and 326 elderly
people. The fate of these persons is still unknown. More than two thousand Azerbaijanis were
taken prisoner and hostage by Armenians.

In 1988-1993, a total of 900 settlements, 150,000 houses, 7,000 public buildings, 693 schools,
855 kindergartens, 695 medical institutions, 927 libraries, 44 temples, 9 mosques, 473 historical
monuments, palaces and museums, 40,000 museum exhibits, 6,000 industrial and agricultural
enterprises, 160 bridges and other infrastructure facilities were destroyed in Karabakh.

World-famous monuments in the occupied territories of Azerbaijan include the medieval 11-
and 15-arched Khudafarin bridges in Jabrayil and Bronze Age Niftali mounds, medieval Ganjasar
and Khudavang monasteries in Kalbajar, the 14th-century Gutlu Musa oglu tomb in Aghdam and
Bronze Age Uzerliktapa settlement, Azykh and Taglar caves of the Paleolithic period in Khojavend
and Bronze and Iron Age mounds in Khojaly.

A mediation process for the settlement of the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict began in February
1992 within the framework of the Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe (CSCE).
The additional meeting of the CSCE Council of Foreign Ministers in Helsinki on March 24, 1992
decided to convene a conference in Minsk, as soon as possible, on Nagorno-Karabakh under the
auspices of the CSCE, which would provide a forum for negotiations on a peaceful solution to the
crisis on the basis of the principles, commitments and provisions of the CSCE.

A ceasefire agreement was reached on May 12, 1994. The Summit Meeting of CSCE Heads of
State and Government in Budapest on December 5-6, 1994, decided to establish Minsk Conference,
an institution of co-chairmanship to coordinate all mediation efforts within the framework of the
CSCE. The Budapest Summit instructed the CSCE Chairman-in-Office to negotiate a political
agreement to end the armed conflict.

However, during the passed 27 years, the OSCE Minsk Group has not been able to do real
work to resolve the conflict peacefully.

The occupying Armenian side tried to maintain the status quo and threatened the Azerbaijani
side with the occupation of new territories. In April 2016, the occupying Armenia again attempted
to commit military aggression. The armed forces of the Azerbaijani Army took defensive measures
to repel the attack of the Armenian side and liberated 2,000 square kilometers of the occupied
territory. On July 12, 2020, the Armenian side attempted to conduct military aggression from the
territory of Tovuz province, where the international energy pipelines were located and which had
nothing to do with the territory of Nagorno-Karabakh. This attempt of Armenia was prevented,
and as a result 12 servicemen of the Azerbaijani Armed Forces were martyred. The last large-
scale aggression attempt by Armenia took place on September 27, 2020. In response, the
Azerbaijani Armed Forces launched a counter-attack operation.

There is a specialized agency for mine clearance in Azerbaijan. The agency is involved in mine
clearance, public education, as well as identifying the types of weapons thrown into the area.




Official information of Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine Action
on urgent and emergency operations carried out in the frontline
territories from September 27 to November 10

In total, from September 27 to November 10, 2020, the Agency had 1,105 urgent and
emergency operational outputs based on 1,278 signals (operational calls), which resulted in the
inspection of houses and living areas, proximity to the oil pipeline, the territory of Mingachevir
TPP, proximity to the South Caucasus Pipeline, arable and pasture areas, roadsides, forests,
schools in Aghdam, Aghdash, Aghjabadi, Barda, Beylagan, Bilasuvar, Jabrayil, Goranboy,
Naftalan, Kurdamir, Fuzuli, Tartar, Tovuz, Shamkir, Hajigabul, Zardab, Khizi, Khojavend, Oghuz,
Gabala districts, Ganja and Mingacheuvir cities and in the detection of 476 unexploded ordnance
(UXO), 1,654 anti-personnel mines, 821 anti-tank mines, 733 anti-tank mine exploders, 76
detonators, 1,242 bomblets of 9N235, 10,730 cartridges of various calibers, 2 gas grenades, 168
grams of black gunpowder, 26 military meteorological radio direction finders, 7 drones (neutralized),
2 rocket chips and 877 exploded rocket parts.

On November 10, 2020, the Agency received eighteen (18) calls from “102” Service-Call
Center of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and a (1) call from the Crisis Management Center of the
Ministry of Emergency Situations regarding the detection of shells in the territory of Aghjabadi,
Aghdam, Beylagan, Fuzuli, Imishli, and Tartar districts.

Based on the 19 calls received, the Agency's special mobile operational teams together with
the employees of the Ministry of Internal Affairs carried out 32 urgent and emergency operational
outputs in the territory of Goyuk, Hajilar, Yukhari Qiyamaddinli villages (Aghjabadi), Shukuraghali,
Khindiristan, Zangishali villages (Aghdam), Milabad village (Beylagan), Alkhanly, Ahmadalilar, Ah-
madbayli villages (Fuzuli), Khalfali village (Imishli), Azad Qaraqoyunlu, Duyarli, Seydimli, Yukhari
Sarijali villages, Shikharkh settlement in the district of Tartar, and Akhundov and Javanshir streets
in the city of Tartar. 131 unexploded ordnance (UXO), 65 bomblets, 249 anti-tank mines, 252 anti-
tank mine exploders, 8,647 cartridges of various calibers, 1 military meteorological radio direction
finder, 36 empty machine gun combs, 2 drones and 58 exploded shell remnants were found
during the search operations.

The agency's explosive group defused 130 unexploded ordnance (UXO) and 65 bomblets,
and Mine Awareness Specialists conducted mine safety awareness campaigns among 42,777
civilians.

Official information of Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine Action
on the types of missiles used against civilians

On November 4, 2020, a (1) piece of smoke (D-4) with 122 mm (P-4) white phosphorus was
detected in the village of Sahlabad, Tartar district, and was neutralized on the spot by the
Agency's special mobile operational teams by blowing up.

In addition, on the same date, the Agency's specialists found a 9N235 submunitions (bomblets)
of 9M525 missile in the Meshali village of Goranboy district.

At the same time, we would like to inform that on November 3, 2020, the Agency's special
mobile operational teams detected 2 pieces of smoke (D-4) with 122 mm (P-4) white phosphorus
by the Armenian armed forces near the village of Sahlabad in Tartar and neutralized on the spot
by blowing up.
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We would like to note that on October 27 and 28, 2020, 25 civilians were killed, more than 70
civilians were wounded of bodily injury of different degrees and the surrounding infrastructure
was severely damaged as a result of the scattering of 288 pieces of 9N235 submunitions
(bomblets) around following the explosion of 4 missiles of 9M525, fired by the Armenian armed
forces into the densely populated areas of Barda City.

The use of the above-mentioned ammunition against civilians and civil objects is prohibited in
accordance with the requirements and principles of humanitarian international law, Protocol Il of
the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons
Which May Be Deemed To Be Excessively Injurious or To Have Indiscriminate Effects of 1980.
This proves once again that the Armenian armed forces continue to commit war crimes against
civilians.

1 Exploded part of “Tochka-U” tactical missile 9M79 1 Explodefj remains
(Fuzuli district)
Exploded remains
« » . . (Ganja, Mingachevir, Barda,
2 Exploded part of “Elbrus” tactical missile 9K72 13 Kurdamir, Gabala Cities, Babi and
Kand Horadiz of Fuzuli)
3 Remains of exploded missiles and shells - 877 -
4 Submunitions (bomblets) 9N235 1242 -
5 Sub-machine gun magazine - 36 -




Opinion of Rasim Mikayilov, PhD in Medical Sciences,
on the effects of phosphorous weapons on the human body

Phosphorous weapons are a type of incendiary ammunition filled with white phosphorus or
other white phosphorus-based incendiary substances. Phosphorus is the 15th element in
MendeleeV's periodic table of elements. There are three allotropic types of phosphorus in nature:
white, black and red phosphorus. When white phosphorus burns, heat is released up to 1300°C.
Combustion is accompanied by large amounts of thick white smoke and continues until all
phosphorus or oxygen is depleted. White phosphorus is toxic, the lethal dose for humans is 0.05
- 0.15 grams. This substance is well soluble in body fluids and is rapidly absorbed from the
digestive system when ingested.

These properties of white phosphorus have led to its use in chemical and incendiary weapons
of mass destruction.

The purpose of phosphorus bombs is to destroy manpower in open areas or shelters, to
destroy military equipment, and to carry out massacres. The flammable shell fragments released
by the explosion of phosphorus bombs cause extensive fires that impede movement and limit
vision. The suffocating smoke and poisonous gases released by the fire deepen the damaging
effects of the bomb.

It is almost impossible to rescue a wounded person during the explosion of white phosphorus
bombs, because even fragments of shells that are not extinguished in water cause deep burns
and wounds on the human body that do not heal as a result of the peeling of the skin and soft
tissues. As it is quickly absorbed when it enters the body, it immediately destroys the gastrointestinal
system and has a sharp effect on the functioning of the cardiovascular system. Breathing in the
smoke of a fire has a suffocating effect on a person, causing weakness and shortness of breath.
Therefore, the use of such a bomb leads to a massacre of civilians.




Reports of international organizations and foreign media on the
use of prohibited weapons by Armenians against Azerbaijanis

The Armenian armed forces, by grossly violating the norms and principles of international hu-
manitarian law, fired densely populated settlements, such as Ganja, Mingachevir, Barda,
Aghjabadi, Naftalan, Beylagan etc., located far from the frontline, using large-caliber weapons
and artillery of various calibers. The evidence of the fact that the Armenian armed forces fired on
the cities of Azerbaijan located far from the frontline, using the cluster bombs prohibited by
relevant international conventions, was reflected in the information of international organizations.




(“Amnesty International”, "Human Rights Watch”, “Vice News”, “The New York Times”, “Bild”,
“la Repubblica” and so on). Many military experts and bloggers have also written on their personal
Twitter and Telegram pages about the use of prohibited weapons by Armenians against civilians.

We bring to your attention some of the information provided by international organizations
(links to sources and extracts from texts and translation into English)

Paul Rontsheimer, a journalist of famous German publication “Bild”, wrote about the shelling
of the peaceful Ganja City by the Armenian armed forces on the night of October 10-11 and
presents photos of children, women and destroyed buildings affected by the attack.

In the article, German expert on missile technology Fabian Hints analyzed for “Bild” the description
of the place where the missile dropped. “It was a ballistic missile”, he said. “Ganja is in the range of
Armenian jet artillery. The damage is so great that it was probably a large-caliber missile”.

The author writes that F.Hints is sure that the missile was launched from the territory located
at least 60 kilometers from the Armenian frontline side. "Ballistic missiles have a huge destructive
effect”, he said. “These missiles can really be used against densely populated areas”, said
Rontsheimer according to Hints.

https://www.bild.de/politik/ausland/politik-ausland/hunderte-tote-und-verletzte-erster-tag-der-
waffenruhe-wird-zum-massaker-73358678.bild.html

Hemeukun pakeTHbIn akcnepT ®abuaH XuHL, npoaHanuanposarsn nsobpaxeHus mecta nageHus
ans BILD. OH ckasan: "ATaka nodtm HaBepHsika Oblna Bbl3BaHa GanMCTUYECKOW pPaKETOM.
MHoka Gygetr B npegenax OOCAraeMoCTU apMSHCKOW peakTUMBHOM apTunnepuu, Ho yuiepb
HaCTOMbKO BENUK, YTO AOSMKEH BbIN OblTb YeM-TO BornbLuero kanuépa".

Ona X1MHUa 3TO ACHO: 3a MacCMpPOBaHHOW aTaKoOW Ha ropog ctout ApmMmeHus, bonee yem
B 60 kunomeTtpax ot ppoHTa.

OH ckaszan BILD: “HeB0O3MOXHO TOYHO onpeaenuTb, MPOCTO apMsiHe He 6unu unu npea-
HaMepeHHO aTakoBanu MUpPHbIX Xutenen. B uenom, ogHako, 6annucTuyeckne paketbl
obnapaloT TaKMM OFPOMHbIM paspyLnTesNibHbIM AeACTBUEM U YAaCTO HAaCTONbKO HETOYHbI
M HeHaAeXHbl, YTO UX AEUCTBUTESNIbHO MOXHO UCMNOSb30BaTb NMPOTUB BOEHHbLIX Liefien B
ryctoHaceneHHbIX panoHax”.

“Amnesty International”

Both Armenia and Azerbaijan must immediately stop the use of heavy explosive weapons with
wide-area effects in densely populated civilian areas, Amnesty International warned in its report,
made on October 22, 2020.

Experts from Amnesty International’s Crisis Response team have examined available evidence,
which strongly suggests the use of ballistic missiles, and notoriously inaccurate rocket artillery
salvos that have caused civilian death, injuries and widespread damage in recent days, in
apparent violation of international humanitarian law.

Civilian casualties and severe damage to civilian buildings were reported most notably in the
city of Ganja in Azerbaijan that has repeatedly suffered from artillery shelling from the Armenian
side in recent days.

“The evidence of the use of ballistic missiles and other explosive weapons with wide-area
effects in civilian neighbourhoods tells a story of shocking disregard for life and the laws of
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war,” said Denis Krivosheev, Amnesty International’s acting Head of Eastern Europe and
Central Asia. “Civilians continue to be killed, injured and left homeless as reckless strikes ruin
lives and reduce homes to rubble.

“Photo and video evidence show the devastating damage that these weapons can cause as
hospitals and schools have been reportedly destroyed, and other vital civilian infrastructure, such
as roads and communication networks damaged” — he said.

“Amnesty International”

Amnesty International notes in its report, made on October 29, 2020: “Yesterday at 1.30 p.m.
local time, one or several Smerch rockets were fired into Barda, striking a residential neighbourhood
close to a hospital. The Azerbaijani Prosecutor General’s Office has stated that at least 21 people
were killed, with an estimated 70 more injured”.

It is noted that Amnesty International’s Crisis Response experts verified pictures of fragments
of 9N235 cluster munitions from Russian-made 9M55 Smerch rockets that appear to have been
fired into the city by Armenian forces.

Amnesty International’s experts have confirmed the accuracy of the photos taken by a
reporter depicting fragments of 9N235 cassette ammunition.

“The firing of cluster munitions into civilian areas is cruel and reckless, and causes untold
death, injury and misery,” said Marie Struthers, Amnesty International’s Regional Director for
Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/10/armenia-azerbaijan-first-confirmed-use-of-
cluster-munitions-by-armenia-cruel-and-reckless/

29 October 2020, 16:07 UTC

Amnesty International has verified the use of banned cluster bombs by Armenia for the first
time in the current Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, following an attack on the city of Barda in Azer-
baijan.

Yesterday (October 28, 2020), at approximately 1.30 p.m. local time, one or several Smerch
rockets were fired into Barda, striking a residential neighbourhood close to a hospital. The
Azerbaijani Prosecutor General’s Office has stated that at least 21 people were killed, with an es-
timated 70 more injured.

Amnesty International’s Crisis Response experts verified pictures (taken by Vice News
reporters in the city) of fragments of 9N235 cluster munitions from Russian-made 9M55 Smerch
rockets, that appear to have been fired into the city by Armenian forces.

“The firing of cluster munitions into civilian areas is cruel and reckless, and causes untold
death, injury and misery,” said Marie Struthers, Amnesty International’s Regional Director for
Eastern Europe and Central Asia.

“As this conflict continues to escalate, Armenian, Armenian-backed and Azerbaijani forces
have all been guilty of using of banned weapons that have endangered the lives of civilians
caught in the middle.

“Cluster munitions are inherently indiscriminate weapons, and their use in any circumstances
is banned under international humanitarian law. We are again calling on both sides to immediately
stop using cluster munitions, and to prioritize the protection of civilians.
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"Human Rights Watch has con- |
firmed that internationally banned |
bombs have been used in an attack
on Barda.

Armenian forces either fired or
supplied internationally banned clus-
ter munitions and at least one other
type of long-range rocket used in
an attack on Barda city, 230 kilo-
meters west of Azerbaijan’s capital,
Baku on October 28, 2020, Human
Rights Watch said in its report on
occupying Armenian attacks on
Barda city, Azerbaijan.

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/23/azerbaijan-cluster-munitions-used-nagorno-karabakh

"la Repubblica”

Italian newspaper “la Repubblica” published an article by Peitro Del Ren, the newspaper's
special correspondent in Azerbaijan, entitled "Cry of Azerbaijanis: That is why we cannot accept
the separation of Nagorno-Karabakh."

The author states that he visited the agricultural zone of Tartar city, located only 10 km from
enemy artillery, and that the city has been under rocket fire and bombardment since September.
The author emphasizes that Amnesty International has condemned the use of banned cluster
bombs by Armenians against Azerbaijan, and that he has seen the remains of Russian-made 300
mm caliber missiles in the central square of Barda, as a result of the worst attack on civilians
since the beginning of the war, which caused more than 20 deaths.

The article also touches on the history of the conflict and its bitter consequences, according to
Human Rights Watch, which reported that the Armenian army committed genocide against the
civilian population in Khojaly in 1992, and 613 civilians, including 106 women and 83 children
were killed according to official figures.

The article is available at the following link:

https://www.repubblica.it/esteri/2020/11/01/news/nagorno-karabakh_guerra_azerbaijan_arme-
nia-272562190/

“VICE News”

According to Vice News, the Armenian armed forces fired on the settlements of the Azerbaijani
city of Barda with prohibited cassette ammunition.

Journalists conducted an investigation a few hours after the October 28 attack and found the
remains of ammunition fired from a Smerch missile.

Amnesty International's military expert Brian Kastner and former EU military adviser Mark
Garlasco have confirmed that the ammunition was released from Smerch.

https://www.vice.com/en/topic/nagorno-karabakh




“New York Times”

The New York Times reporting team has prepared a report on the rocket fire of the Armenian
armed forces on Barda city.

NYT team was walking down the city’s main street at the time of the incident: “The first
explosion was loud enough to make us stop the car. It seemed close and sounded like a rocket,
so we quickly jumped out and crouched down by a wall. If we hadn’t stopped, | later realized, we
might have driven straight into one of the blasts, a scant 20 yards up the road”.

It is noted the frontline was 20 miles away from Barda and life to that point was going on un-
eventfully in the area. It is stated that 21 people died and 70 people were wounded, adding that
the rockets were fired from a Russian-made multiple-rocket system and unleashed cluster
bomblets. “The next day we visited Garayusifli, a sleepy farming village just outside Barda, where
people were burying victims of another rocket attack. Four people died, including a 7-year-old
girl, and more than a dozen were wounded”.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/28/world/europe/azerbaijan-barda-armenia-rockets-
karabakh.html

NAGORNO-KARABAKH CONFLICT29 October 2020 11:46 (UTC+04:00)

“In Azerbaijan, a String of Explosions, Screams and Then Blood”, the author writes that the
first explosion was loud enough to make the reporters stop the car they were driving.

“At the time of the blast on Wednesday, we were driving along the main street of the provincial
town of Barda, Azerbaijan, toward an intersection. Azerbaijan is at war with Armenia, but the
frontline was 20 miles away and life to that point was going on uneventfully in the area. Women
were out shopping, men were filling their cars at the gas station”

Haber Global TV

Sinan Ogan, head of the Turkish Center for International Relations and Strategic Analysis
(TURKSAM), strongly condemned Armenia's attacks on Ganja, calling it as a crime against
humanity, according to Haber Global in Turkey.

"The Armenian leadership, that was defeated in the framework of the operation, conducted by
Baku to liberate the homeland, clearly seeing this, has been committing a great crime by
attacking on civilian settlements in Azerbaijan," he said.




INTERNATIONAL LEGAL SAFEGUARDS AND
SOURCES RELATED TO PROHIBITED WEAPONS

On April 21, 1993 (Ne573), the Milli Majlis of the Republic of Azerbaijan adopted a resolution
on the accession of the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Geneva Conventions of August 12, 1949 on
the Protection of Victims of War. According to the resolution, the Republic of Azerbaijan joins the
following Conventions:

Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in
the Field;

Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members
of Armed Forces at Sea;

Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War;

Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War.

Both the Republics of Azerbaijan and Armenia are members of the Council of Europe, and
they have harmonized their national legislation with European Conventions. How are conflicts
between international agreements and national legislation resolved? The second paragraph of
Article 148 of the Constitution of Azerbaijan Republic states the following: “International treaties
to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a party shall be an integral part of the legislative system of
the Republic of Azerbaijan”.

Article 151 of the Constitution of Azerbaijan Republic defines the legal effect of international
acts. It states: “If a conflict arises between normative legal acts of the legislative system of the
Republic of Azerbaijan (with the exception of the Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan and
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acts adopted by referendum) and inter-state treaties to which the Republic of Azerbaijan is a
party, the international treaties shall apply”. The above provisions apply to all member states of
the Council of Europe.

In this regard, the failure of the Republic of Armenia to accede to the Conventions regarding
the war victims and conduction of War and the Additional Protocols to them does not relieve
Armenia of its international legal responsibility.

There are various international documents on the inclusion of weapons used by the Armenian
armed forces against the Azerbaijani civilians from September 27, 2020 to November 10, 2020 in
the group of prohibited weapons.

These documents include the St. Petersburg Declaration of 1868, the Geneva Conventions
for the Protection of Victims of War of 1949 and the Additional Protocols adopted in 1977, and the
Protocol to the Convention on Specific Types of Conventional Weapons (lll) of 1980. Depending
on the scope of the weapons and the scope of their application under the law, the Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed
To Be Excessively Injurious or To Have Indiscriminate Effects of October 10, 1980 should be
taken as a basis.

The Convention is based on two basic traditional rules of international humanitarian law:

1) The prohibition of the use of weapons which may be deemed to be excessively injurious or
to have indiscriminate effects;
2) the prohibition of the use of weapons which inflict excessive injury or suffering.

This Convention is a framework agreement supplemented by the Protocol. New protocols
may be added if States Parties deem it necessary. The Convention, while ensuring the application
of the rules applicable to specific weapons, does not relieve States of their obligation to refrain
from using unregistered weapons in violation of international humanitarian law.

Taking into account the modern technological development trends of the arms industry, the
point to be emphasized in the above provisions of the Convention is that these provisions (“does
not relieve States of their obligation to refrain from using unregistered weapons in violation of in-
ternational humanitarian law”) preclude the use of modern weapons not mentioned in any of the
protocols of the Convention or not invented at the time of the adoption of the Convention.

According to the Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol ), 8 June 1977, in
the study, development, acquisition or adoption of a new weapon, means or method of warfare, a
High Contracting Party is under an obligation to determine whether its employment would, in
some or all circumstances, be prohibited by this Protocol or by any other rule of international law
applicable to the High Contracting Party.

According to the above-mentioned official information, cluster and phosphorus bombs used
by the Armenian armed forces against the civilian population, civilian objects, forests and
vegetation of Azerbaijan are subject to the following Conventions and Protocols attached to them.




CONVENTION ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS
ON THE USE OF CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS
WHICH MAY BE DEEMED TO BE EXCESSIVELY INJURIOUS
OR TO HAVE INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS OF OCTOBER 10, 1980

PROTOCOL ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS
ON THE USE OF INCENDIARY WEAPONS

(Protokol IlI)

Article 1. Definitions
For the purpose of this Protocol:

1. “Incendiary weapon” means any weapon or munition which is primarily designed to set fire
to objects or to cause burn injury to persons through the action of flame, heat, or combination
thereof, produced by a chemical reaction of a substance delivered on the target.

a) Incendiary weapons can take the form of, for example, flame throwers, fougasses, shells,
rockets, grenades, mines, bombs and other containers of incendiary substances.

b) Incendiary weapons do not include:

i) munitions which may have incidental incendiary effects, such as illuminants, tracers,
smoke or signalling systems;

ii) munitions designed to combine penetration, blast or fragmentation effects with an additional
incendiary effect, such as armour-piercing projectiles, fragmentation shells, explosive bombs and
similar combined-effects munitions in which the incendiary effect is not specifically designed to
cause burn injury to persons, but to be used against military objectives, such as armoured
vehicles, aircraft and installations or facilities.

2. “Concentration of civilians” means any concentration of civilians, be it permanent or
temporary, such as in inhabited parts of cities, or inhabited towns or villages, or as in camps or
columns of refugees or evacuees, or groups of nomads.

3. “Military objective” means, so far as objects are concerned, any object which by its nature,
location, purpose or use makes an effective contribution to military action and whose total or
partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at the time, offers a
definite military advantage.

4. “Civilian objects” are all objects which are not military objectives as defined in paragraph 3.

5. “Feasible precautions” are those precautions which are practicable or practically possible
taking into account all circumstances ruling at the time, including humanitarian and military con-
siderations.




Article 2. Protection of civilians and civilian objects

1. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make the civilian population as such, individual
civilians or civilian objects the object of attack by incendiary weapons.

2. It is prohibited in all circumstances to make any military objective located within a
concentration of civilians the object of attack by air-delivered incendiary weapons.

3. It is further prohibited to make any military objective located within a concentration of
civilians the object of attack by means of incendiary weapons other than air-delivered incendiary
weapons, except when such military objective is clearly separated from the concentration of
civilians and all feasible precautions are taken with a view to limiting the incendiary effects to the
military objective and to avoiding, and in any event to minimizing, incidental loss of civilian life,
injury to civilians and damage to civilian objects.

4. It is prohibited to make forests or other kinds of plant cover the object of attack by
incendiary weapons except when such natural elements are used to cover, conceal or camouflage
combatants or other military objectives, or are themselves military objectives.

According to the official information of the Prosecutor General's Office of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, the following persons were injured during the reporting
period as a result of the bombing of the civilian population of the Republic

of Azerbaijan by the Armenian armed forces

Ne Region Date Surname, name, patronymic Date of birth
1 Asadova Sakina Hasan gizi 1988
2 Ganja 04.10.2020 Aliyeva Matanat Fakhraddin gizi 1962
3 Abdullayeva Maleyka Tapdig gizi 2004
4 Gasimova Irada Jamil gizi 1958
5 Abdullayev Tapdig Amiraslan oglu 1973
6 Yolchuyeva Aytan Yolchu gizi 1993
7 Ibrahimov Farid Faig oglu 201
8 Aliyeva Vusala Rza gizi 1984
9 Zargarova Rahila Meydan gizi 1958
10 Eyyubova Zahra Khayyam gizi 2019
11 Aliyeva Rana Gudrat gizi 1955
12 Ibrahimova Suheyla Sabir gizi 1976
13 Grikorenko Nina Romanovna 1943
14 Aliyev Turgay Azar oglu 2010
15 Aliyev Agil Azar oglu 1998
16 Mammadova Bayaz Mirza gizi 1936
17 Ibrahimova Banu Faig gizi 2013
18 Ibrahimova Afsana Ziyaddin gizi 1995
19 Ibrahimov Royal Ramiz oglu 1994
20 Ibrahimov Ramiz Ali oglu 1968
21 Gambarova Sevil Alakbar gizi 1944
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Ganja

Ibrahimova Tarana Zulfugar gizi 1991
Taghiyeva Kamala Vahid gizi 1976
Alakbarova Kubra Majid gizi 1961
Alasgarova Rubaba Charkaz gizi 1971
Hajiyev Malik Amal oglu 2015
Naghiyev Irza Ahad oglu 1976
Ibrahimli Emil Elmir oglu 2019
Ismayilov Rashad Akif oglu 1981
Hasanova Lala Akif gizi 1981
Hasanli Nigar Abbas gizi 2003
Hasanbayli llyas Abbas oglu 2006
Gasimova Parvin Nursaddin gizi 1994
Asgarov Amin Sahib oglu 1983
05.10.2020 -
Aliyev Zaur Khosrov oglu 1964
Pashayev Janpolad Tofig oglu 1964
Gurbanov Sarkhan Sadig oglu 1983
08.10.2020 -
Rasulov Ruslan Fazli oglu 1987
Salmanov Taryel Bakhtiyar oglu 1975
Ahmadli Ali Kamal oglu 1992
11.10.2020 Allahverdiyev Nijat Vagif oglu 1989
Mehdiyeva Farida Mehdi gizi 1989
Mehdiyeva Yaghmur Nail gizi 2018
Mehdiyev Nail Rashid oglu 1987
Mehdiyev Omar Nail oglu 1983
Aliyev Zahid Adil oglu 1952
Bayramova Akifa Nadir gizi 1957
Gurbanov Emin Ramil oglu 2003
Rzayev Isa Tofig oglu 2000
Abbasov Yunis Yurik oglu 1974
Novruzov Vusal Firdovsi oglu 1977
Aliyeva Aysu Rahim gizi 2005
Allahverdiyev Rufat Vagif oglu 1988
Mustafayev Emin Yahya oglu 1968
Mustafazada Salim Emin oglu 2004
Movlayeva Shalala Nizami gizi 1975
Abbasov Elnur Aslan oglu 1984
Aliyeva Aynura Vilayat gizi 1984
Shirinova Aygul Kamal gizi 1989
Shirinova Shafa Safalan gizi 2006
Shirinov Shamiddin Safalan oglu 2005
Ahmadova Ofelya Aslan gizi 1959
Jafarov Elsevar Hilal oglu 1978
Aliyeva Amaliya Maharram gizi 1962
Hasanova Aylin Rauf gizi 2018
Kangarli Elsevar Rashid oglu 1965




67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

89

90

91

92

93

94

95

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

Ganja

Kangarlinskaya Nazila Ismayil gizi

1976

Heydarli Bakhtiyar Elnur oglu 2016
Mirzayev Farid ligar oglu 1998
Hasanova Maryam Rauf gizi 2018
Imaniyeva Sona Jamal gizi 1954
Mammadova Rana Arif gizi 1990
Aliyeva Nilay Adil gizi 2018
Jafarov Eldaniz Akbar oglu 1978
Aliyeva Giyafat Hasan gizi 1975
Aliyeva Zeynab Gasim gizi 1950
Orujov Oruj Muslum oglu 2006
Mustafayeva Fatima Zaur gizi 2005
Allahverdiyeva Firuza Rasim gizi 1985
Allahverdiyeva Khadija Samir gizi 2005
Allahverdiyev Rasim Samir oglu 2008
Aliyev Vagif Ali oglu 1999
17.10.2020 . -
Alakbarli Huseyn Ali oglu 2002
Beychati Farid Parviz oglu 1988
Jafarova Basti Hamid gizi 1958
Jafarova Aytakin Mammad gizi 1979
Hasanova Rugayya Asif gizi 2014
Hasanov Huseyn Asif oglu 2007
Jafarov Azad Mammad oglu 1990
Asgarova Aytan Vasif gizi 1994
Jafarova Reyhan Azad gizi 2004
Jafarova Ayan Azad gizi 2016
Aghayeva Gulchin Ramiz gizi 2001
Ahmadov Samir Tanriverdi oglu 1988
Aliyeva Aysel Natig gizi 1999
Guliyeva Khayala Nizami gizi 1992
Aliyev Gazanfar Mustajab oglu 1956
Aghayev Vugar Ramiz oglu 1990
Aghayeva Madina Arif gizi 1980
Mammadaliyev Eyvaz Mahammad oglu 1965
Jafarov Arzu Mammad oglu 1980
Aghayev Ramiz Nuraddin oglu 1975
Bayramov Aladdin Asad oglu 1961
Mayilov Huseyn Kazim oglu 1943
Mayilova Firangiz Allahverdi gizi 1993
Aliyev Elkhan Rustam oglu 1982
Hasanova Khuraman Shahid gizi 1984
Aghayeva Aysu Etibar gizi 2003
Hasanov Asif Karim oglu 1974
Mammadov Eshgin Arastun oglu 1984
Imanova Yazgul Ajdar gizi 1967




112 ] Imanova Gunel Ogtay gizi 1989
13 Ganja Sadigov Museyib Samir oglu 2002
114 Ismayilov Ismayil Mammad oglu 1954
115 Asgarov Rovshan Suliddin oglu 1979
116 Hasanova Tarana Amir gizi 1982
117 Mammadov Eldar Muslum oglu 1970
118 Mammadova Gumru Mahammad gizi 1976
119 Humbatova Fatima Meydan gizi 1953
120 Mammadova Aytaj Eldar gizi 1997
121 Mammadova Aytan Eldar gizi 2001
122 Hagverdiyeva Nahida Elman gizi 1996
123 Salimova Aylin Rafail gizi 2016
124 Ismayilov Ismayil Ali oglu 1985
125 Asgarov Amin Rovshan oglu 2005
126 Sadigova Dilbazi Ali gizi 1954
127 Sadigov Aftandil Jalil oglu 1954
128 Guliyeva Shaira Ali gizi 1995
129 Shahnazarli Khadija Royal gizi 2017
130 Valiyev Murad Alasgar oglu 1989
131 Rustamova Aygun Ramiz gizi 1987
132 Guliyeva Gulnara Ali gizi 1979
133 Guliyeva Ragiba Novruz gizi 1953
134 Asgarova Silduz Mashadihasan gizi 1954
135 Mammadov Emin Etibar oglu 1990
136 Gahramanov Ramin Khanlar oglu 1957
137 Abilov [lham Mobil oglu 1978
138 Sadigova Tarlan Museyib gizi 1941
139 Rustamov Taleh Ramiz oglu 1991
140 Huseynov Abbasgulu Kazim oglu 1953
141 Kazimova Solmaz Aghali gizi 1955
142 Aliyeva Tamara Ismayil gizi 1974
143 Hasanov Royal llya oglu (policeman) 1987
144 Tartar 27.09.2020 Asadov Ganbar Asgar oglu 1968
145 Ibrahimov Tural Firdovsi oglu 1991
146 Abbasov Imran Mehdi oglu 1979
147 28.09.2020 Ismayilli Shahriyar Tahir oglu (policeman) 1995
148 Huseynov Fakhraddin Farman oglu 1994
149 Pirizada Tural Rabil oglu 1993
150 Guliyev Azad Musa oglu 1961
151 Mustafayev Asif Jamil oglu 1936
152 Mammadov Shukrat Azay oglu 1969
153 Bakhshaliyev Sabuhi Khanlar oglu 1987
154 Mammadov Seymur Fuzuli oglu 1984
155 Mahmudov Faig Malik oglu 1989
156 Kazimov Rahim Allahverdi oglu 1964




157 Aliyev Mubariz Sadr oglu 1965
158 Tartar 30.09.2020 Ibrahimli Fuad Mazahir oglu 1994
159 Ibrahimov Mahmud Gachay oglu 1962
160 Ismayilli Ismayil Tavakkul oglu 1994
161 Sharifov llgar Bakhtiyar oglu 1998
162 Mehdiyev Ismayil Rustam oglu 1978
163 01.10.2020 Alishanov Telman Nariman oglu 2000
164 Ismayilov Arzu Ramiz oglu 1988
165 Mammadov Elman Muslum oglu 1958
166 Rahimova Aybaniz Nizami gizi 1983
167 02.10.2020 Rahimova Gulnara Sabir gizi 1974
168 :;In?/:sat::;g:)r?)fzileI\;Irl(jgeathZOI?sgcl)#ice) 1989
169 Huseynov Mirali Huseyn oglu 1962
170 Guliyev Parviz Jafar oglu 1985
171 03.10.2020 Guliyev Vasif Gasim oglu 1984
172 Orujov Sakit Shakarli oglu 1965
173 Alizada Tural Eldar oglu 1995
174 Mammadov Safar Ayyub oglu 1966
175 Guliyev Akif Yunis oglu 1966
176 Ajdarov Khosrov Tavakkul oglu 1982
177 Novruzov Saleh Gaytaran oglu 1981
178 05.10.2020 Suleymanzada Davud Elkhan oglu 1993
179 Maharramov Vidadi Niftali oglu 1965
180 Hasanov Seyfulla Yagub oglu 1968
06.10.2020 - -
181 Aliyev Dayanat Ganimat oglu 1989
182 09.10.2020 Farajov Mushfig Tavakkul oglu 1968
183 12.10.2020 Baylarov Firudin Kamal oglu 1970
184 Zeynalov Ramiz Surkhay oglu 1975
185 14.10.2020 Ahmadov Kamran Valiyaddin oglu 1966
186 Aliyev Matlab Jamshid oglu 1976
187 Ahmadov Khayyam Mahammad oglu 1987
188 Ibrahimov llgar Ibrahim oglu 1965
189 Aghazada Firdovsi Alim oglu 1996
190 Suleymanov Agha Suleyman oglu 1960
191 Gambarov Namig Malik oglu 1983
192 Mammadov Elchin Arif oglu 1980
193 15.10.2020 Mammadov Fuzuli Ali oglu 1969
194 Allahverdiyev Elsevar Vali oglu 1979
195 Amirov Nofal Yelmar oglu 1968
196 Gazanfarli Rafael Gazanfar oglu 1986
197 19.10.2020 Salimov Niyaz Huseynali oglu 1962
198 20.10.2020 Shabanov Murov Rasul oglu 1972
199 Bayramova Saliga Avaz gizi 1988
200| Aghiabadi 27.09.2020 Guliyeva Zahra Isa gizi 1942
201 Musayev Niyamaddin Jasarat oglu 1998




202 Achiabadi Guluzada Mehman Alvan oglu 2009

203 ghjabadi Bayramov Shamistan Nazim oglu 1998

204 Namazova Tahira Gardashkhan gizi 1956

205 Ismayilov Dayanat Sehriman oglu 1982

206 Muradov Abbas Muluk oglu 1957
02.10.2020 -

207 Guliyev Sarkhan Elkhan oglu 1985
208 Guliyeva Dilshad Shukur gizi 1963
03.10.2020 - , -

209 Guliyev Edilman Sabir oglu 1981
210 Gasimov Faig Aslan oglu 1966
211 Taghiyev Natig Baloghlan oglu 1976
212 Mammadov Ismayil Elshan oglu 2001

05.10.2020 - —
213 Ibrahimova Ayna Rovshan gizi 2015
214 Ibrahimov Elshan Mehdi oglu 1994
215 17.10.2020 Hajiyev Rauf Nizami oglu 1991
216 Aahd 27.09.2020 Mammadov Rahbar Akbar oglu 1966
217 ghdam ot Allahyarov Eshgin Elmir oglu 1997
218 Zeynalov Baykishi Misir oglu 1961
219 Adigozalov Taghi Alasgar oglu 1980
220 Mammadova Mahrug Alasgar gizi 1977
221 Dadashov Araz Gafar oglu 1992
222 Jafarli Lankaran Azar oglu (policeman) 1993
223 Bayramov Nijat Urfat oglu 1992
224 28.09.2020 Abdullayev Jamal Nizami oglu 1987
225 Farajov Rahib Mirzamammad oglu 1989
29.09.2020 -
226 Hasanov Ismayil Mahammad oglu 1942
227 Gasimov Fikrat Shura oglu 1967
228 Shukurov Shukur Shakir oglu 1992
229 Abishova Gulzara Eldaniz gizi 1983
230 02.10.2020 Huseynov Eyvaz Safar oglu 1988
231 03.10.2020 Mansumov Sattar Hazi oglu 1972
232 Shukurov Alamdar Sabir oglu 1979
04.10.2020 - -
233 Ahmadov Sadig Tahib oglu 1974
234 Abbasov HajiaghaTofig oglu 1978
235 Jafarov Yelmar Rasim oglu 1985
236 Aliyev Orkhan Tahir oglu 1994
237 Abdullayev Ruslan Gasham oglu 1981
238 Safarov Mehman Aghalar oglu 1971
05.10.2020 -
239 Rustamov Sabir Bahram oglu 1961
240 Aslanov Shamistan Arif oglu 1993
241 Rahimov Tural Imran oglu 1995
242 Yusifov Ismat Ali oglu 1993
243 Jabrayilli Sadi Babir oglu 1992
08.10.2020 - - —
244 Guliyeva Huru Talish gizi 1977
245 Mammadov llham Safar oglu 1973
246 Muradov Allahveran Bayram oglu 1955




247 Abishov Seymur Ali oglu 1979
Aghdam - , .
248 09.10.2020 Huseynov Alizamin Javid oglu 1979
249 o Zeynalov Elchin Ali oglu 1978
250 Mammadova Lala Mahammad gizi 1984
251 Rzayev Elchin Hanifa oglu 1992
252 14.10.2020 Soltanov Saleh Eldar oglu 1964
253 Valiyev Shahsuvar Millat oglu 1969
15.10.2020 -
254 Musayev Roman Yusif oglu 1979
255 17.10.2020 Hasanov Ramil Kamal oglu 1981
256 Guliyeva Shamama Isa gizi 1955
19.10.2020 - —
257 Guliyeva Maya Mammad gizi 1976
258 Hasanov Anar Baybala oglu 1982
259 Mahiyaddinli Chichak llyas gizi 1997
260 Fuzuli 97.09.2020 Mammadov Fuzuli Heydar oglu 1960
261 uzult T Guliyev Vusal Vugar oglu 1995
262 28.09.2020 Bayramov Samir Filman oglu 1963
263 Dargahov Rashad Avaz oglu 1991
30.09.2020 .
264 Abbaszada Khayyam Mutallim oglu 1981
265 03.10.2020 Maharramov Rashad Vakil oglu 1981
266 Aghayev Sahib Jabrayil oglu 1957
04.10.2020
267 Atayev Duman Novruz oglu 1978
268 Alasgarov Maarif Allahveran oglu 1959
269 05.10.2020 Hasanov Khanhuseyn Hasan oglu 1965
270 Asadov Samir Hidayat oglu 1982
09.10.2020 - - .
271 Ibrahimov Nizami Jafar oglu 1958
272 Abbasov Alman Anvar oglu 1968
273 Rafiyev Elchin Mammad oglu 1961
274 Aslanov Yashar Savalan oglu 1969
275 Ahmadov Tahir Telman oglu 1974
276 Shirinov Elshan Shahmar oglu 1962
277 Wi hevi 04.10.2020 Baghirova Nabat Charkaz gizi 1957
278 ingachevir T Baghirov Elchin Yagub oglu 1984
279 Safarov Atamoghlan Sabir oglu 1958
280 27.09.2020 Sardarov Emin Nariman oglu 1988
Goranboy -
281 30.09.2020 Aliyev Shahvalad Musa oglu 1965
282 03.10.2020 Garayeva Gumush Kanish gizi 1968
283 Hasanov Eljan Elgun oglu 201
05.10.2020 — —
284 Hasanova Sevinj Mashdi gizi 1984
285 Alakbarov Rasim Nadir oglu 1969
286 Hasanov Mashdi Ibrahim oglu 1958
287 Mammadov Gabil Adil oglu 1988
288 Mehrajov Sanan Yusif oglu 1984
09.10.2020
289 Gahramanov Mahmud Yagub oglu 1961
290 29.09.2020 Asgarov Hasan Abil oglu 1968
291 Beylagan 03.10.2020 Balakishiyev Etibar Tavakkul oglu 1982




292 Bashirova Sevda Yashar gizi 1969
293 Beylagan Zalova Yegana Hasan gizi 1970
294 04.10.2020 Mammadova Sevinj Mayis gizi 2003
295 Mammadov Mayis Charkaz oglu 1970
296 Abbasov Salim Mehdi oglu 1954
297 Barda 05.10.2020 Ibrahimov Ibish Mahammad oglu 1990
298 Ibrahimov Shohrat Mahammad oglu 1994
299 Meydanov Panah Murshud oglu 1988
300 Meydanova Aygun Sardar gizi 1988
301 Farzaliyeva Sabina ligar gizi 1994
302 Humbatov Parviz Matlab oglu 1987
303 08.10.2020 Mammadov Aykhan Elchin oglu 1992
304 Jahangirli Mahammad Yashar oglu 1999
305 Musayev Ismayil Rafig oglu 1996
306 Asadov Agil Adil oglu 1975
307 Mammadov Kamil Ali oglu 1951
308 Hasanov Vasif Elbrus oglu 1991
309 Guliyev Nurlan Ogtay oglu 1992
310 Karimova Elnura Arif gizi 2003
311 27.10.2020 Hajiyeva Ayisha Vilayat gizi 2009
312 Isgandarova Tehrana Vidadi gizi 1986
313 Alizada Elvin Asgar oglu 2013
314 Ismayilova Aysu Ehtiram gizi 2005
315 Gurbanova Khatira Bayram gizi 1981
316 Ismayilova Aytan Rasim gizi 1984
317 Akbarova Ayna Zahid gizi 1964
318 Khalilova Yegana Huseyn gizi 1964
319 Aliyeva Zargalam Alyar gizi 2002
320 Isgandarli Tahira Rovshan gizi 2017
321 Karimli Shukur Arif oglu 2005
322 Hajiyev Elgiz Vagif oglu 1983
323 28.10.2020 Aghayev Intigam Yashar oglu 1998
324 Alasgarov Firdovsi Aliagha oglu 1963
325 Aghayev Javanshir Farhad oglu 1990
326 Aliyev Aydin Firuddin oglu 1999
327 Muradli Tanriverdi Suleyman oglu 2004
328 Hasanov Elchin Gulam oglu 1971
329 Ibrahimova Aynura Mohlat gizi 1986
330 Maharramova Nargiz Barat gizi 1993
331 Orujov Telman lldirim oglu 1980
332 Ibadov Yolchu Bahlul oglu 1944
333 Jafarova Tahmina Shamil gizi 1991
334 Hummatov Museyib Elnur oglu 2009
335 Aliyev Rashad Rovshan oglu 1996
336 Karimov Faig Soltan oglu 1970
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Mammadov Natig Mahiyaddin oglu 1963
Shirinov Elchin Havaskar oglu 1984
Aslanova Arzu Famil gizi 1967
Jabbarov Ahad Safiyar oglu 1959
Zulfugarov Elnur Tofig oglu 1992
Guliyev Rashad Aydin oglu 1983
Nazarov Ismayil Huseyn oglu 1942
Dilsuzlu Maharram Sardar oglu 1995
Guliyeva Aygun Mukhtar gizi 1986
Mammadov Aykhan Firdovsi oglu 2013
Sadikhov Tural Adalat oglu 1986
Muradli Maharram Mahir oglu 2003
Gurbanli Fuad Zohrab oglu 2004
Aghalarova Shahnaz Shahlar gizi 2007
Aghalarov Shahlar Eldar oglu 1977
Ahmadov llham Karam oglu 1968
Isgandarov Aydin Isgandar oglu 1970
Mammadov Elyar Mahammad oglu 1962
Adigozalov Anar Ismayil oglu 1978
Aliyev Elvin Elgiz oglu 2005
Kazimova Tofiga Jamal gizi 1966
Fataliyeva Tarana Huseyn gizi 1973
Movsumov Elgun Nasir oglu 2000
Aliyev Rustam Mahammad oglu 1992
Tahmazov Suraj Rashid oglu 1974
Guliyeva Ramziyya Shamsaddin gizi 1971
Bandaliyev Zamin Nizami oglu 1987
Shamilov Izzat Elchin oglu 2002
Ganbarova Vafa Aydin gizi 1976
Tahmazova Saadat Muslum gizi 1974
Hasanli EImin Vidadi oglu 1998
Hasanli Elkhan Hasan oglu 1993
Mammadov Ramin Kamal oglu 1989
Aghamirov llgar Mirhashim oglu 1966
Novruzov Sulhaddin Hasan oglu 1962
Hasanova Kamila Bahram gizi 1971
Hagverdiyeva Sevinj Novruz gizi 1985
Jafarov Famil Gurban oglu 1983
Mehdiyeva Gunay Arshad gizi 1989
Safaralizada Orkhan Zaur oglu 2002
Hasanaliyeva Gulzar Azar gizi 1996
Isayeva Narmina Gara gizi 1974
Seyidov Gabil Parviz oglu 2001
Abbasova Gulshan Avaz gizi 1975
Ismayilov Sanan Fizuli oglu 1999




382 Safarova Elnura Gardashkhan gizi 1979
383 Barda Gasimov Bahram Anar oglu 2005
384 Jafarov Sadig Jalal oglu 1977
385 Guliyeva Gunay Gabil gizi 1988
386 Ismayilov Mazahir Masi oglu 1965
387 Hasanov Farhad Sahhat oglu 1972
388 Jafarov Teymur Bakhtiyar oglu 1996
389 Gasimov Samir Muzaffar oglu 1979
390 Bakhishov Nijat Arif oglu 1992
391 Rustamov Parviz Bakhtiyar oglu 1989
392 Mustafayev Fagan Suleyman oglu 1976
393 Suleymanov Nurlan Vagif oglu 1976
394 Mammadov Anar Vagif oglu 1986
395 Kazimov Tahir Dayanat oglu 2020
396 Safiyeva Aytakin Rasim gizi 1981
397 Guliyev Khalig Vagif oglu 1970
398 Huseynov Rahib Kamil oglu 1982
399 Hasanov Mahir Elshan oglu 1994
400 Dashkasan 27.09.2020 Zalov Jalal Ali oglu (FHN) 1982
401 28.09.2020 Haziyev Hilal llgar oglu 2006
Jabrayil :
402 02.11.2020 Zeynalov Telman Babir oglu (Anama) 1967
403 Khojali Ahmadov llyas Imran oglu 1973
404 Tovuz 29.09.2020 Pashayev Bakir Salman oglu 1963

The number of injured civilians was 404.




According to the official information of the Prosecutor General's Office
of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the following persons were killed during
the reporting period as a result of the bombing of the civilian population
of the Republic of Azerbaijan by the Armenian armed forces

A total of 17 people in Tartar district:

1. Aliyev Mehman Sovet oglu, born on 04.09.1977, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in front of
Tartar District Court on 28.09.2020.

2. Asadov Sabit Usub oglu, born on 22.07.1981, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in the street
in Shikharkh settlement of Tartar district on 28.09.2020.

3. Abbasov Elshan Asif oglu, born on 04.10.1987, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in the street
in Shikharkh settlement of Tartar district on 28.09.2020.

4. Abbasov Khalig Asif oglu, born on 24.07.1981, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in the street
in Shikharkh settlement of Tartar district on 28.09.2020.

5. Mehtiyeva Ayna Mahammadali gizi, born on 20.06.1965, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling on
her house in U.Hajibayov street of Tartar district on 29.09.2020.

6. Ibrahimov Shahin Mahmud oglu, born on 24.12.1987, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in
front of the administrative building of Tartar district Office of the State Service for Mobilization and Conscription of the
Republic of Azerbaijan in Aliagha Vahid street of Tartar city on 30.09.2020 at about 8:00 a.m.

7. Aliyev Muzaffar Ali oglu, born on 27.08.1971, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in front of the
administrative building of Tartar district Office of the State Service for Mobilization and Conscription of the Republic of
Azerbaijan in Aliagha Vahid street of Tartar city on 30.09.2020 at about 8:00 a.m.

8. Hasanov Zabil Mahammad oglu, born on 01.06.1983, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling on
the administrative building of Tartar city Bus Station on 01.10.2020.

9. Mammadov Hasan Asif oglu, born on 01.02.1981, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in
Dordyol settlement of Tartar district on 06.10.2020.

10. Akhundov Adavat Zahid oglu, born on 01.05.1969, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling on his
house in Narlig settlement of Tartar district on 14.10.2020 at about 8:00 a.m.

11. Rustamov Vasif Bahadur oglu, born on 07.03.1960, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in front
of city cemetery in Tartar city on 15.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

12. Orujov Parviz Novruz oglu, born on 10.06.1989, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in front of
city cemetery in Tartar city on 15.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

13. Zamanov Shakir Khasay oglu, born on 25.04.1988, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in front
of city cemetery in Tartar city on 15.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

14. Amirov Isgandar Yelmar oglu, born on 18.02.1967, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in front
of city cemetery in Tartar city on 15.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

15. Guliyev Anar Tofig oglu, born on 23.05.1985, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling on his house
in Jamilli village of Tartar district on 20.10.2020.

16. Isakhli Anar Rasul oglu, born on 30.05.1997, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling on his house
in Jamilli village of Tartar district on 20.10.2020.

17. Ismayilzada Orkhan Rahbar oglu, born on 02.04.2004, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling in
Kabirli village of Tartar district on 24.10.2020.

A total of 8 people in Goranboy district:

1. Gurbanov Shahriyar Nadir oglu, born on 30.11.2007, a secondary school student, was deliberately killed in
his house on 28.09.2020 at about 6:00 p.m. as a result of fire by the Armenian armed forces.

2. Gurbanova Fidan Elshan gizi, born on 01.03.2006, a secondary school student, was deliberately killed in her
house on 28.09.2020 at about 6:00 p.m. as a result of fire by the Armenian armed forces.

3. Amirova Afag Damir gizi, born on 12.01.1981, was deliberately killed in her house on 28.09.2020 at about
6:00 p.m. as a result of fire by the Armenian armed forces.

4. Gurbanova Shafayat Novruz gizi, born on 22.02.1956, was deliberately killed in her house on 28.09.2020 at
about 6:00 p.m. as a result of fire by the Armenian armed forces.

5. Gurbanov Elbrus Isa oglu, born on 24.11.1951, was deliberately killed in his house on 28.09.2020 at about
6:00 p.m. as a result of fire by the Armenian armed forces.

6. Abbasova Raziya Bayramali gizi, born on 18.01.1955, was deliberately killed in her house on 05.10.2020 as
a result of fire by the Armenian armed forces.
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7. Guliyeva Turyan Tofig gizi, born on 23.04.1957, was deliberately killed in her house on 08.10.2020 as a
result of fire by the Armenian armed forces in the direction of Shahmammadli village of Goranboy district .

8. Ziyadova Flora Garash gizi, born in 1967, was deliberately killed in her house on 29.10.2020 as a result of
fire by the Armenian armed forces in the direction of Tapgaragoyunlu village of Goranboy district .

A total of 3 people in Fuzuli district :

1. Safarov lkhtiyar Ajdar oglu, born on 12.02.1971, was deliberately killed in the yard of his house on
29.09.2020.

2. Rustamov Murad Tahir oglu, born on 16.02.1990, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling nearby
“Azpetrol” Petrol Station in Horadiz City on 30.09.2020 at about 4:00 p.m.

3. Guliyev Emil Elshad oglu, born on 14.02.2000, was deliberately killed as a result of a shell falling nearby
“Azpetrol” Petrol Station in Horadiz City on 30.09.2020 at about 4:00 p.m.

A total of 7 people in Aghdam district:

1. Sariyev ElImaddin Humbat oglu, born on 05.03.1997, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the Armenian
armed forces in the yard of his house in Garadaghli village of Aghdam district on 29.09.2020 at about 12 p.m.

2. Pashayev Joshgun Anvar oglu, born on 01.01.1979, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the
Armenian armed forces in the yard of his fellow villager Ibadov Nariman Najaf oglu in Garadaghli village of Aghdam
district on 29.09.2020.

3. Mammadov Murshud Rashid oglu, born on 16.03.1966, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the
Armenian armed forces in his house in Hajimammadli village of Aghdam district on 01.10.2020.

4. Mammadov Samir Murshud oglu, born on 15.04.1996, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the
Armenian armed forces in his house in Hajimammadli village of Aghdam district on 01.10.2020.

5. Rahimov Eyvaz Musa oglu, born on 07.07.1954, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the Armenian
armed forces in his house in Safarli village of Aghdam district on 05.10.2020.

6. Aliyeva Zarifa Gamboy gizi, born on 27.03.1945, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the Armenian
armed forces in her house in Khindiristan village of Aghdam district on 07.10.2020.

7. Huseynov Gunduz Taryel oglu, born on 08.01.1974, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the Armenian
armed forces in his house in Chamanli village of Aghdam district on 10.10.2020.

A total of 2 people in Beylagan district:

1. Ismayilova Zulfiyya Isgandar gizi, born on 04.12.1976, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the
Armenian armed forces in the territory of Beylagan city on 04.10.2020.

2. Asadova Arzu Isgandar gizi, born on 15.12.1998, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by Armenian
armed forces in the territory of Beylagan city on 04.10.2020

A total of 1 people in Aghjabadi district:

1. Iskandarov Farid Dilafat oglu, born on 11.08.2006, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the Armenian
armed forces near the cafe in the village where he lived on 04.10.2020.

A total of 26 people in Ganja city:

1. Aliyev Tunar Goshgar oglu, born on 22.05.1999, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the Armenian
armed forces in Ganja city on 04.10.2020.

2. Jafarova Durra Hilal gizi, born on 17.04.1967, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on 11.10.2020 at
about 2:00-3:00 a.m.

3. Alasgarova Tarana Pasha gizi, born on 28.01.1965, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by
the Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on
11.10.2020 at about 2:00-3:00 a.m.




4. Aliyev Adil Hamza oglu, born on 14.04.1992, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on 11.10.2020 at
about 2:00-3:00 a.m.

5. Baghirov Ramiz Yusif oglu, born on 26.04.1958, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on 11.10.2020 at
about 2:00-3:00 a.m.

6. Alasgarov Ulvi Jeyhun oglu, born on 23.07.1990, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on 11.10.2020 at
about 2:00-3:00 a.m.

7. Aliyeva Afag Aziz gizi, born on 27.09.1957, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on 11.10.2020 at
about 2:00-3:00 a.m.

8. Alasgarov Jeyhun Jamal oglu, born on 01.12.1958, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by
the Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on
11.10.2020 at about 2:00-3:00 a.m.

9. Aliyev Anar Adil oglu, born on 31.07.1982, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on 11.10.2020 at
about 2:00-3:00 a.m.

10. Aliyeva Nurchin Emin gizi, born on 06.03.1987, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on 11.10.2020 at
about 2:00-3:00 a.m.

11. Aliyeva Gunay Zahid gizi, born on 31.01.1992, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to residential building located at 4 A.Rafibayli Street, Kapaz District, Ganja, on 11.10.2020 at
about 2:00-3:00 a.m.

12. Aghayev Nuraddin Polad oglu, born on 01.01.1943, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by
the Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

13. Asgarova Sevil Suliddin gizi, born on 22.11.1982, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by the
Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

14. Asgarova Nazrin Teymur gizi, born on 05.12.2014, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by the
Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

15. Asgarov Bakhtiyar Suliddin oglu, born on 28.12.1980, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by
Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

16. Asgarova Nigar Azar gizi, born on 18.10.2005, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by the
Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

17. Shahnazarov Royal Yusif oglu, born on 18.01.1986, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by
the Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

18. Shahnazarova Zuleykha Nizami gizi, born on 19.02.1996, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes
by the Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

19. Asgarov Suliddin Ismayil oglu, born on 25.12.1948, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by the
Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

20. Shahnazarli Madina Royal gizi, born on 02.06.2019, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by
the Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

21. Yusibova Maral Yunis gizi, born in 1963, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by the Armenian
armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

22. Gahramanova Laman Ramin gizi, born on 16.04.2002, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by
the Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

23. Khalilova (Gahramanova) Khatira Ramiz gizi, born on 02.08.1986, was deliberately killed as a result of
missile strikes by the Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

24. Khalilli Orkhan Goshgar oglu, born on 29.04.2009, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by the
Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

25. Khalilli Maryam Goshgar gizi, born on 03.08.2014, was deliberately killed as a result of missile strikes by the
Armenian armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m.

26. Mayakov Artur Ramiz oglu, born on 09.01.2007, was injured as a result of missile strikes by the Armenian
armed forces to Ganja city on 17.10.2020 at about 1:00 a.m. and died on 24.10.2020.




A total of 27 people in Barda district:

1. Mehdiyeva Shariyar Isa gizi, born on 26.03.1961, was deliberately killed as a result of fire by the Armenian
armed forces on 05.10.2020.

2. Rustamov Javid Ali oglu, born on 14.03.1975, was injured as a result of fire by the Armenian armed forces
on 05.10.2020 and died on 07.10.2020 in hospital in Nasimi district of Baku City.

3. Iskandarli Aysu Rovshan gizi, born on 11.06.2013, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to Garayusifli village of Barda district on 27.10.2020 at about 4:00 p.m.

4. Jafarova Ofelya Majid gizi, born on 10.03.1970, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to Garayusifli village of Barda district on 27.10.2020 at about 4:00 p.m.

5. Ahmadova Aybaniz Ashraf gizi, born on 08.01.1959, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by
the Armenian armed forces to Garayusifli village of Barda district on 27.10.2020 at about 4:00 p.m.

6. Ismayilov Ehtiram Khalil oglu, born on 11.10.1980, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to Garayusifli village of Barda district on 27.10.2020 at about 4:00 p.m.

7. Aliyeva Almaz Salah gizi, born on 18.12.1960, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to Garayusifli village of Barda district on 27.10.2020 at about 4:00 p.m.

8. Ismayilli Vasif Vagif oglu, born on 08.12.1990, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

9. Shafiyev Rashad Vagif oglu, born on 13.10.1991, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

10. Hajiyev Fazil Haji oglu, born on 01.09.1969, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

11. Ahmadov Mirsahir Yusif oglu, born on 09.04.1980, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

12. Kazimov Dayanat Tahir oglu, born on 30.04.1990, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

13. Aliyev Sadig Sahib oglu, born on 18.01.1993, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

14. Abbasov Ruslan Mahammad oglu, born on 01.11.1984, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks
by the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

15. Khidirov Intigam Alamdar oglu, born on 25.12.1977, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by
the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

16. Gasimova Solmaz Sadraddin gizi, born on 21.01.1961, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks
by the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

17. Mirzaliyev Charkaz Khanlar oglu, born on 15.03.1972, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by
the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

18. Mirzaliyeva Tukazban Charkaz gizi, born on 01.10.1995, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks
by the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

19. Huseynova Gulshan Mehrab gizi, born on 07.01.1972, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by
the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

20. Allahverdiyev Asgar Mahir oglu, born on 04.02.1983, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by
the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

21. Mustafayeva Leyla Elmir gizi, born on 21.09.1969, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

22. Jafarov Amil Fazil oglu, born on 04.02.1983, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

23. Guliyev Aghamoghlan Baylar oglu, born on 26.03.1947, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks
by the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

24. Suleymanov Hummat Suleyman oglu, born on 23.09.1955, was deliberately killed as a result of missile
attacks by the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

25. Isgandarov Yalchin Rizvan oglu, born on 19.05.1984, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by
the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

26. Ismayilov Fuad Isa oglu, born on 29.12.1988, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks by the
Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.

27. Mustafayev Maharram Anvar oglu, born on 26.02.1971, was deliberately killed as a result of missile attacks
by the Armenian armed forces to the central streets of Barda city on 28.10.2020 at about 1:00 p.m.




28. Pashayev Niftali Salim oglu, born in 1995, was deliberately killed as a result of a cluster bomb attack in
Barda on 05.11.2020.

29. Rahimov Shahmali Atraf oglu, born in 2004, was deliberately killed by a missile fragment while grazing cattle
in the field in Barda on 07.11.2020.

Totally 93 people were killed (including 11 children (1 infant), 27 women, 55 men).

CONCLUSIONS

From September 27, 2020 to November 10, 2020, the use of prohibited weapons by the Armenian armed forces
against the civilian population of Azerbaijan resulted in numerous losses and mass casualties. Thus, as a result of the
use of prohibited weapons, 93 civilians (11 children (1 infant), 27 women, 55 men) were killed and 404 were injured.

There are infants, children, secondary school students, middle-aged people and the elderly among the injured
and killed people.

Thus, the provisions of Protocol Il (1980) to the Convention on Specific Types of Conventional Weapons of
1980, and Convention on prohibitions or restrictions on the use of certain conventional weapons which may be
deemed to be excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects of October 10, 1980 have been violated. Legal
acts related to the payment of compensation for violations of international humanitarian law should be implemented,
compensation should be provided by the Republic of Armenia for the violation, and it should be the precedent for the
subjects of other armed conflicts.
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OVERVIEW

Armenia's military aggression that lasted for more than 30 years, has resulted in the occupation
of 20 percent of Azerbaijani territory, and the policy of ethnic cleansing and genocide against
Azerbaijanis, the displacement of more than a million of our compatriots from their native lands
and mass violation of their human rights.

Women and children, whose fundamental rights were violated, became one of the groups
affected by the conflict.

Innocent women and children were killed, wounded, tortured, taken hostage, became refugees
and internally displaced persons, or lost their parents as a result of Armenian aggression and
genocide against Azerbaijan.

Armenia has grossly violated the norms and principles stipulated by international humanitarian
law, the Geneva Conventions, especially The Geneva Convention for the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War of August 12, 1949, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, The
Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict, as well
as the relevant provisions of other human rights instruments.

Armenia is not only committing crimes by grossly violating the rights of Azerbaijani women and
children, but also applies these criminal acts to its own society, grossly violating the rights of
Armenian children and depriving them of their rights to life.

Armenia uses children in the war against Azerbaijan, includes children into military hostilities
by arming them, and conducts military propaganda among children. All these acts are gross
violation of international humanitarian law.

The present report reflects the issues, related to the international legal assessment of war
crimes, committed by Armenia, such as the killing of Azerbaijani women and children, the
violation of their rights, as well as the involvement of children in military operations, the use of
kindergartens and schools as a military command centers and ammunition depots.




Nagorno-Karabakh conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan:
causes and severe consequences

Historical facts show that the resettlement of a large number of Armenians from Iran and Turkey
to the mountainous part of the strategically important Karabakh region of Azerbaijan began in the
early 19th century. This process of resettlement, which was an integral part of Russian Tsarist
colonial policy, continued throughout the nineteenth century and, as a result, affected the
demographic situation in the region. Armenians, whose number artificially increased in the region,
had begun pressing territorial claims against Azerbaijan since the early twentieth century.

Living with the idea of “Great Armenia”, the Armenians, in order to achieve their goals, pursued
a policy of ethnic cleansing, carrying out horrific terror and genocide against Azerbaijanis at various
times, with the help of their foreign patrons.

The people of Azerbaijan have been expelled from their historical lands, become refugees and
internally displaced persons for the last 200 years, subjected to constant ethnic cleansing, genocide
and aggression policy conducted by Armenian nationalists.

Taking advantage of the weakening of the Government of the Soviet Union since the early
1980s, Armenians, represented in the Leadership of the Soviet Union, as well as the leaders of the
Armenian SSR, and the Armenian Diaspora abroad, took purposeful action to separate the
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast (NKAO), established in 1923 as a part of the Azerbaijan
SSR, and unite it with the Armenia SSR.

In late 1987, the process of brutal deportation of Azerbaijanis from their historical lands began in
Gafan province of the Armenian SSR. The fate of Azerbaijanis living in other areas (Amasya, Ararat,
lievan, Yegegnadzor, Megri, Sisyan, Gorus, Gugark, Vardenis, Masis, Azizbayov, Artashat, Hoktem-
beryan, Noyemberyan, etc.) and cities (Yerevan, Kirovakan, Hrazdan, Stepanavan, Spitak, Jermuk,
Gyumri, etc.) of Armenia was the same in 1988-1989. More than 250,000 Azerbaijanis living in
Armenia were forcibly expelled from their historical lands, 216 of them were brutally killed and 1,154
were injured. They took refuge in Azerbaijan to save their lives in the face of Armenian violence?.

Azerbaijanis were purposefully driven out and deported from present-day territory of Armenia in
1905-1906, 1918-1920, and 1948-1953. Only in 1948-1953, more than 150,000 Azerbaijanis were
forcibly sent into exile from the territory of the Armenian SSR, which was their historical homes.
Thousands of people, including elderly and infants, died as a result of severe displacement,
extreme climate change, physical shocks and mental anguish.

The Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is one of the most tragic conflicts in the
history of the twentieth century, and its consequences have had a serious impact on the fate of
millions of people.

The conflict which began in 1988 with Armenia's open territorial claims to Azerbaijan's historical
lands and ethnic provocations resulted in Armenia's military aggression against Azerbaijan.

As aresult of Armenia's military aggression against Azerbaijan, the Armenian army brutally killed
Azerbaijani civilians in the occupied districts and cities without any distinction between military
persons and civilians. Azerbaijanis have been subjected to both ethnic cleansing and real genocide.

Contrary to all the principles and norms of international humanitarian law, the Armenian armed
forces purposefully chose the civilian population as their main target. The Armenian military-political
leadership, committing a ruthless, systematic and mass genocide of civilians in Meshali village of
Askeran, Malibeyli and Gushchular villages of Shusha, Garadagli village of Khojavend, Khojaly city,
Aghdaban village of Kalbajar and other places, aimed to physically and biologically destroy a part of

1 http://anl.az/down/megale/xalqgazeti/2011/fevral/159937.htm
2 http://www.justice.gov.az/categories/22




the Azerbaijani civilian population living in Nagorno-Karabakh, and to break the resistance of the
rest and in this way to clear the region from them.

Significant damage was inflicted on Azerbaijan by Armenia as a result of the military conflict
which started in 1988 due to the territorial claims of the Republic of Armenia against the Republic of
Azerbaijan. In the first phase of the conflict, which lasted from 1988 to 1994, 20% of the territory of
Azerbaijan was occupied, billions of manats of material and moral damage was inflicted on the
state and its citizens, and about 10% of the country's population became refugees and internally
displaced persons. During the conflict, 20,000 Azerbaijanis were martyred, 100,000 were injured
and 50,000 became disabled. 4,852 Azerbaijanis, including 323 women, 54 children and 410
elderly people were taken prisoner and held hostage by the Armenian occupiers.

As a result of the conflict, about 4,000 Azerbaijanis went missing, including 67 children, 265
women and 326 elderly people. The fate of these persons is still unknown. More than 2,000
Azerbaijanis were taken prisoner and held hostage by Armenians.?

As a result of the Armenian military aggression, 20 percent of the territory of the Republic of
Azerbaijan — Khankendi city, Khojaly, Shusha, Lachin, Khojavend, Kalbajar, Aghdam, Fizuli,
Jabrayil, Gubadly, and Zangilan districts, as well as 13 villages of Tartar district, 7 villages of
Gazakh district, and a village in Sadarak district of Nakhchivan, were occupied by Armenian armed
forces.

In 1988-1993, a total of 900 settlements, 150,000 houses, 7,000 public buildings, 693 schools,
855 kindergartens, 695 medical institutions, 927 libraries, 44 temples, 9 mosques, 473 historical
monuments, palaces and museums, 40,000 museum exhibits, 6,000 industrial and agricultural en-
terprises, 160 bridges and other infrastructure facilities were destroyed.

International law recognizes the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh and seven adjacent districts to be
an integral part of Azerbaijan Republic, which are also reflected in UN Security Council Resolutions
822, 853, 874 and 884 of 1993, UN General Assembly Resolution of March 14, 2008 titled
"Situation in the Occupied Territories of Azerbaijan", Resolution No. 1416 and Recommendation
No. 1690 of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe of 2005, Resolution of the
European Parliament on Nagorno-Karabakh dated October 23, 2013.
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Genocide policy of Armenia against the Azerbaijani civilians,
especially women and children

International humanitarian law, especially the main documents of international humanitarian
law, as The Geneva Conventions of 1949 and the three Protocols of 1977 and 2005 amended to
them, the UN General Assembly Resolution of 14 December 1974, and other international
conventions, prohibit attacks on civilians during war.

In addition to the normative legal acts, which should be applied in any war, there are also
unwritten laws of war, a moral approach to it, which do not allow the touching of civilians during
wars, especially women and children.

However, Armenia has always violated the red line, which includes the written and unwritten
laws of war, as well as the concept of honor, and has shown it through war crimes, disrespecting
the norms of international law and moral values.

The purpose of the policy of genocide, ethnic cleansing and deportation carried out by the
Armenian nationalists and their supporters against the Azerbaijanis for more than two centuries
was to expel our compatriots from their historical lands and establish a mythical “Great Armenia”
state in these territories. Since the beginning of the 19th century, thousands of Armenian families
have been relocated from Iran and Turkey to Karabakh, Nakhchivan, Zangazur, Iravan provinces
and other regions of the historical lands of Azerbaijan.

One of the bloodiest parts of that policy was the genocide of Azerbaijanis in 1918. From March
1918, armed Dashnak-Bolshevik groups and Armenian nationalists massacred the Azerbaijani
civilian population, including children and women, with special cruelty, only because of their
national and religious affiliation, and people were burned alive, and rare historical and cultural
monuments, hospitals, schools, mosques and cemeteries were destroyed by them.

History has shown that the Armenian nationalists did not give up their ugly intentions, brutally
massacring our peaceful compatriots, and falsified the events in order to cover up their crimes.

As a result of the policy of ethnic cleansing and aggression launched by Armenia in 1988,
Armenia has occupied Nagorno-Karabakh and seven adjacent districts, which are an integral part
of Azerbaijan. Thus, 20 percent of our lands has been occupied, 20,000 Azerbaijanis have lost
their lives, more than a million of our compatriots have become refugees and internally displaced
persons, and their rights have been grossly violated.

The expulsion of the Azerbaijani population from their legal places of residence, looting and de-
struction of material resources, cultural monuments in settlements and state facilities, horrific
torture of Azerbaijani captives and hostages, cruel treatment of civilians and other persons
protected by international humanitarian law, crimes against peace and humanity like genocide, de-
portation, torture, etc. by killing members of Azerbaijani national group in order to completely or
partially destroy the Azerbaijanis as a national group, as well as premeditated murder, sabotage,
terrorism and other particularly serious crimes were committed by the Armed Forces of the
Republic of Armenia.

We would like to note below some facts of the genocide committed by Armenians against
civilians, especially children:

On September 8, 1991, a bus operating on the Aghdam-Garadaghli route was blown up by Ar-
menian terrorists, killing six people, including children, and injuring the remaining 36. Prior to that,
9 such terrorist acts had been committed, 68 people - especially women, children and the elderly -
had been victims of terrorism, and 132 people had suffered various injuries.

On November 20, 1991, civilians were killed when a MI-8 helicopter was shot down by
Armenian terrorists near the village of Qarakand.

1992-ci il aprel ayinin 8-da sahara yaxin ermani silahli quvvaleri Kalbacer rayonunun Agdaban
kandina hucum etmisdilar Naticada Kalbacar rayonunun 130 evdan ibarat Agdaban kendi tamamila
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ermani seperatcilari terafindan yandiriimis, kandin 779 nafer dinc sakinina geyri-insani isgancalar
verilmisdir. 67 nafar getls yetirilmis, 8 nafer 90-100 yaslh qoca, 2 nafar azyasl usaq, 7 nafer gadin
diri-diri odda yandiriimis, 2 nafar itkin dismus, 12 naefera agir baden xasarati yetiriimisdir.

On January 8, 1992, a bomb blast on the Krasnovodsk-Baku ferry killed 25 people, including
women and children, and seriously injured 88 others.

On January 28, 1992, a civilian helicopter carrying passengers on the Aghdam-Shusha route
near the city of Shusha was shot down by Armenian terrorists, killing 41 passengers, mostly
women and children and three crew members. A total of 176 people were killed as a result of
terrorist acts committed by Armenian terrorists in air transport.

The Armenian fascists carried out an act of genocide against civilians in the Khojavend district
with special cruelty. As a result of the occupation, 1,723 houses were destroyed in 10 Azerbaijani
villages in Khojavend. 145 residents were martyred, more than 300 people lost their health and
became disabled, 243 children lost one of their parents, 3 children lost both parents and 68
women lost their spouses.

As a result of the genocide committed by the Armenian armed forces and the 366th Regiment
of the Soviet Union on February 17, 1992, the villagers, innocent children, women and the elderly
were ruthlessly tortured and killed in the village of Garadagly, Khojavend district. Nearly 80 of 118
hostages taken in this ancient Azerbaijani village were brutally murdered and 33 were shot dead.
Armenians threw dead and wounded villagers into a farm well and covered it with soil*.

18 people, including 5 women out of 50 villagers, released from captivity with great difficulty,
died as a result of untreatable wounds. The brutal treatment of captives, vandalism, beheadings,
burying alive, teeth extractions, starvation, murder through beatings are crimes against humanity.

As a result of the tragedy, 4 people from each of the two families and 2-3 people from each of
the 6 families were killed. In addition, the heads of 43 families were killed, both parents of the
children in each family were killed, and 146 children were orphaned. In Garadagli village, 91
people - one out of every 10 villagers - were killed. 21 of killed villagers were elderly and old, 10
were women and 8 of them were schoolchildren.

On the night of 25-26 February, the Armenian armed forces supported by the former Soviet
366th regiment committed a crime of genocide against Azerbaijanis in the Azerbaijani city of
Khojali. Numerous heavy vehicles of this regiment were driven into the city, and criminals brutally
killed civilians who were forced to flee Khojali in panic, the city was swept away, houses and social
infrastructure were destroyed and burnt.

During the Khojaly genocide, 613 people were killed, including 106 women, 63 children and 70
elderly people, hundreds of civilians were seriously wounded, and 1,275 people were taken
hostage. During the massacre, 8 families were completely destroyed, 25 children lost both
parents, whereas 130 children lost one of their parents, and captives and hostages were brutally
tortured. At the same time, the basic human rights of our compatriots, and the most important and
fundamental right to life were violated en masse. To this day, 150 captives including 68 women and
26 children from Khojali remain missing®.

Armenian armed groups tore the abdomen of Humbatova Sudaba Rashid gizi, who was 7-8
months pregnant, with a knife in front of the eyes of other hostages, including her husband
Humbatov Mughan Jalil oglu in Khojali, knocked the fetus to the ground and hit it in the head.

4 https://az.wikipedia.org/wiki/Qarada%C4%9F1%C4%B1_soyq%C4%B1r%C4%B1m%C4%B1
5 https://ombudsman.az/az/view/news/476/azerbaycan-respublikasinin-insan-huqugqlari-uzre-muvekkilinin-
ombudsmanin-xocali-soyqiriminin-25-ci-ildonumu-ile-elagedar-b-e-y-a-n-a-t-i
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The Armenian armed forces attacked on the morning of April 8, 1992, the village of Aghdaban,
Kalbajar district. As a result, the village of Aghdaban, consisting of 130 houses, was completely
burned down by Armenian separatists, and 779 civilians were subjected to inhumane torture. 67
people were killed, 8 people aged 90-100, 2 young children, 7 women were burnt alive, 2 people
were missing, and 12 people were seriously injured.

One of the distinctive characters of the Armenian terror is to commit a terrorist act against
young children by various means. In 1994, by installing an explosive device in a children's toy
and releasing it into a river flowing through the province of Tovuz, the Armenians committed a
terrorist act that resulted in the death of two children.

In 2011, Armenian terrorists again used a chil=—dren's toy containing explosives. Shahmaliyeva
Aygun Ziraddin gizi, born in 1998, died, her mother Shahmaliyeva Elnara Mammadtaghi gizi,
born in 1979, was seriously injured.

On April 02-05, 2016, Armenian military units rudely violated the ceasefire and fired from
heavy weapons both populated areas of Goranboy, Tartar, Aghdam and Fizuli districts, including
schools, hospitals and places of worship and Azerbaijani military units, along the line of contact.
As a result of the Armenian attacks, 6 people were Kkilled, including children, and 33 were
seriously injured among the civilian population of Azerbaijan.
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On July 4, 2017, the Armenian Armed Forces fired from 82 mm and 120 mm mortars and
machine grenades at the Alkhanly settlement, Fizuli district. As a result of this provocation by
Armenia, 14-month-old Zahra Guliyeva and her grandmother Sahiba Guliyeva, born in 1967,
were killed and Sarvinaz Guliyeva was seriously injured.

Starting from July 12, 2020, the units of the Armenian Armed Forces once again rudely
violated the ceasefire by using the large-caliber artillery and tried to attack in order to seize
positions on the Azerbaijani-Armenian state border in the direction of Tovuz district. Demonstrating
its aggressive and terrorist nature, Armenia once again fired the civilian areas by artillery. As a
result, a resident of Aghdam village (Tovuz), located along the frontline area, was killed and the
civilian population suffered significant damage.




Women’s and children’s human rights, violated as a resulit
of military aggression of Armenia against Azerbaijan
between September 27, 2020 and November 9, 2020

Occupant Armenia has been continuing its military provocations, war crimes, crimes against
peace, humanity since September 27, 2020 in order to occupy new territories of Azerbaijan and kill
civilians.

-

The first victims of war crimes were the civilian population. On September 27, 2020, as a result
of the shelling of our settlements by the Armenian armed forces, in the village of Gashalti in the city
of Naftalan, which has no frontline territory, a whole family were killed (2 children, 2 elderly, one
teenager) (Gurbanov Elbrus Isa oglu, his wife Gurbanova Shafayat Novruz gizi, daughter-in-law
Amirova Afag Damir gizi, his grandchildren, schoolchildren of secondary schools Gurbanova Fidan
Elshan gizi, born in 2006 and Gurbanov Shahriyar Nadir oglu, born in 2007).
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Later, mainly at night, the Armenian criminals fired from the territory of Armenia densely
populated settlements, such as Ganja, Mingachevir, Yevlakh, Barda, Gabala, Kurdamir, Khizi,
Absheron, located far from the frontline, using weapons prohibited by international law, in order to
inflict mass casualties and create a sense of alarm among the population.
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According to official information, dated 27.09.2020-09.11.2020, 93 civilians, including children,
women, persons with disabilities and the elderly were killed, 407 were seriously wounded, 3326
private houses, 120 apartment blocks and 504 civilian objects were destroyed and rendered unusable
as a result of terrorist acts committed by Armenia against the civilian population of Azerbaijan.®

6 https://genprosecutor.gov.az/az
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The requirements of the ceasefire declared for humanitarian purposes on October 10, 18 and
26, 2020 were violated by Armenia using ballistic missile fire on settlements outside the war zone,
thus clearly demonstrating disrespect for international humanitarian and human rights norms.

The nature of the war was changed by the Armenian armed forces firing on Azerbaijani
civilians at night, killing innocent families and children. Three minor children from two families
were orphaned after losing both parents. Many families were completely destroyed. There is a
foreign citizen among the dead children. According to official information, 11 children, including 8
schoolchildren, were killed, 50 were injured and more than 70 schools and kindergartens were
severely damaged in the rocket attacks.

Immediately after the next humanitarian ceasefire announced on October 26, 2020, Armenia
fired on the civilian population of Azerbaijan’s Barda district on October 27 and 28, 2020, with
cluster missiles, killing 70 civilians, including two young children, and 84 people, including
children, were seriously injured.

In connection with the above-mentioned facts, the Prosecutor General's Office of the Republic
of Azerbaijan has instituted criminal proceedings under the articles of the Criminal Code of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, including, but not limited to the conducting of aggressive war, infringement
of norms of the international humanitarian right during confrontations, deliberate murder by
organized group or criminal community, deliberate murder committed with special cruelty or in
publicly dangers way, deliberate attempt at a murder on motive of national, racial, religious hatred
or enmity, deliberate destruction or damage of property and other relevant articles.

The consequences of these war crimes against civilians, including children, have been
documented by foreign media too. Even representatives of some foreign embassies in Azerbaijan
and international organizations have witnessed such atrocities.




Even “Euronews” employees were able to escape a missile strike by Armenia while filming in
Azerbaijani settlements, and this fact was recorded on video.

Armenian armed forces killed Azerbaijani civilians, including women and children, using
weapons prohibited by international law.

Deliberate and targeted firing of Azerbaijani settlements from a distance, from the territory of
the Republic of Armenia, using operational-tactical ballistic missile systems resulted in numerous
casualties and destruction.

The evidence of the fact that the Armenian armed forces fired on the cities and districts of
Azerbaijan in gross violation of international humanitarian law, used weapons against the civilian
population, prohibited by international law, and deliberately targeted civilians for their complete or
partial destruction, used war techniques that could cause significant destruction, attacked on
non-military education, health and social services, confirms once again that Armenia has
committed war crimes, as well as crimes against peace, humanity and public security.

The videos and photos, demonstrating the fact that Armenian armed forces fired on the
civilian population in the cities of Ganja and Barda and other districts of Azerbaijan, using the
weapons prohibited by international law, prove once again that Armenia has committed war
crimes.’

7 http://www.anama.gov.az/en/news/156
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The remains of a 300 mm 9M525 missile and remnants of 72 submunitions (bomblets) of
9N235 were found in the territory Barda during the inspection, undertaken by the special mobile
operational teams of Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine Action (ANAMA). This fact once again
proves that the Armenian armed forces continue to use prohibited cluster ammunition against the
civilian population of Azerbaijan.?

The above photos show the remains of submunitions (bomblets) and cluster missiles found by
ANAMA in the Barda district of Azerbaijan, as a result of fires, opened by the Armenian armed
forces, using ballistic missiles, prohibited under the international conventions.®

Amnesty International has already confirmed on its official website that Armenia used banned
weapons against civilians during the conflict.

Organization's anti-crisis experts confirmed, based on photos (photos taken by Vice News in
Barda), that the remains of missiles fired by Armenia to Barda are the remains of Russian-made
9M55 “Smerch” cluster missiles.

Marie Struthers, the organization's regional director for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, said
in a statement that “the use of cluster missiles against civilian areas is cruel and irresponsible.
This leads to many casualties and injuries. The use of cluster munitions under any circumstances
is prohibited under international humanitarian law. We urge both sides to refrain from the use of
cluster munitions and to give priority to the protection of civilians”.

The fact that the Armenian armed forces fired on the city of Barda, the using of internationally
prohibited weapons was reflected in the report of Human Rights Watch. The report also said that
the use of weapons prohibited by international conventions was a gross disrespect to civilians
and international law.™

8 https://ombudsman.az/en/view/news/2134/ombudsman-sabina-aliyeva-conducts-fact-finding-mission-to-ganja-city

° https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1aJ5JzOvyq0

10 https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/10/armenia-azerbaijan-first-confirmed-use-of-cluster-munitions-by-armenia-
cruel-and-reckless/

" https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/30/armenia-cluster-munitions-kill-civilians-azerbaijan?fbclid=IwAR3xekKvOYE 1LkcpoOh-
06NbINEUYMbxG76MQ27QmvXIEa5mpwwLvCb8YH8
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International legal assessment of the killing
of Azerbaijani civilians by Armenia

In the capacity of main guarantor of international peace and security, UN Security Council’s
Resolutions 8222, 8533, 8744 and 8845, adopted in 1993, defined the legal framework of political
process to resolve the conflicts, related to the military aggression of Armenia in the territories of
Azerbaijan, on the basis of norms and principles of international law.®

These resolutions clearly state that the occupation of Azerbaijani territories is condemned, the
realization of territorial claims by force is not accepted, the territorial integrity, sovereignty and
inviolability of the borders of Azerbaijan are reaffirmed, and the immediate, complete and
unconditional withdrawal of the occupying forces from all the occupied territories of Azerbaijan is
required.

The next military provocations committed by the occupying Republic of Armenia, which does
not comply with the requirements of UN Security Council resolutions, are another war crime and
terrorist act aimed at the civilian population of Azerbaijan, and therefore creates international legal
responsibility as a crime against peace and humanity.

“‘Respect and support for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan
within its internationally recognized borders” are repeated in UN General Assembly Resolution
62243, adopted at the 86th plenary session on March 14, 2008, entitled “The situation in the
occupied territories of Azerbaijan”, and “immediate, complete and unconditional withdrawal of all
Armenian armed forces from all occupied territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan” is required, as
well as “no state should recognize the legal situation resulting from the occupation of the territories
of the Republic of Azerbaijan and support or assist in protecting this situation” is stated thereof.

However, the aggressor Armenian state continues to routinely violate norms and principles of
UN Charter, international law, including international humanitarian law, in particular the 1949
Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols, the Convention for the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, provisions of the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property
in the Event of Armed Conflict, as well as the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

As one of the member states of the United Nations, the Republic of Armenia does not fulfil its
obligations under the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and Geneva Conventions'” of 1949, which provide
important guarantees for the protection of women and children, and obligations under other
international legal instruments relating to respect for human rights in times of armed conflicts.

The Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergencies and Armed Conflict,
proclaimed by UN General Assembly Resolution of 14 December 1974, also emphasizes that
attacks on the civilian population, inflicting incalculable suffering, especially on women and
children, who are the most vulnerable members of the population, shall be prohibited, and such
acts shall be condemned.®

12 http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/822
3 http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/853
14 http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/874
5 http://unscr.com/en/resolutions/884
16 https://www.mfa.gov.az/en/content/110/munagisenin-huqugi-aspektleri
i https://www.icrc.org/en/doc/assets/files/publications/icrc-002-0173.pdf

18 https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.19_declaration%20protection%20women%
20armed%20conflict.pdf
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Armenia uses children in the war against Azerbaijan

Armenia not only commits crimes against the people of Azerbaijan, roughly violating the rights
of women and children, but also applies these criminal acts to its society, grossly violates the rights
of children and deprives them of the right to life.

It is also clear from the information spread by the Armenian side on social networks and in the
mass media that Armenia uses children in the war against Azerbaijan. By arming children, the
Armenian side began to involve them in military operations and to carry out military propaganda
among children.

Armenia's involvement of children in the military conflict may also be the basis for future
provocative statements against Azerbaijan. Thus, children, involved in the Armenian military
operations, may also be harmed during military operations and destruction of enemy military
equipment and manpower. This fact demonstrates once again the hostile attitude of Armenia
towards its people, especially towards the most vulnerable segments of the population, and its in-
difference to their lives and health in order to carry out their despicable intentions.

In addition, media reports show that the Armenian military uses kindergartens and schools as
military command centers.

Article 51 of Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War'®
of 12 August 1949 prohibits the use of persons under the age of 18 in armed and auxiliary groups,
their coercion in any form of military operation, or even the propaganda of voluntary mobilization.

According to Article 38 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child® of 1989, States
Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure that persons who have not attained the age of
fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities during armed conflicts and refrain from recruiting
any person who has not attained the age of fifteen years into their armed forces. In accordance
with their obligations under international humanitarian law to protect the civilian population in
armed conflicts, States Parties shall take all feasible measures to ensure protection and care of
children who are affected by an armed conflict.

At the same time, all mentioned facts demonstrate gross violation of Resolutions 1261 (1999),
1314 (2000), 1379 (2001), 1460 (2003), 1539 (2004), 1612 (2005), 1882 (2009), adopted by UN
Security Council, which strongly condemn the use or exploitation of children in hostilities during
the armed conflict, violence against children, killing, injuring or targeting children.

According to Article 8 of Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court?!, the following acts
mean “war crimes”: conscripting or enlisting children under the age of fifteen years into armed
forces or groups or using them to participate actively.

Armenia, which continues to deliberately violate the Geneva Conventions, their 1977 Additional
Protocols and the Hague Conventions, which are the main components of international humanitarian
law, by targeting Azerbaijani civilian population and children, makes them the object of the conflict,
and by involving children in military hostilities also makes them the direct subject of it.

1 https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.33_GC-IV-EN.pdf
20 https://www.ohchr.org/documents/professionalinterest/crc.pdf
21 https://www.icc-cpi.int/nr/rdonlyres/add16852-aee9-4757-abe7-9cdc7cf02886/283503/romestatuteng1.pdf




CONCLUSIONS

The recent atrocities committed by Armenians against the civilian population of Azerbaijan, the
helpless elderly, women and children, as well as the war crimes committed by Armenia against its
own children, do not comply with any norms of international law and humanitarian law.

The aggressor Armenia, with its provocative actions, has made clear intentions against the sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of Azerbaijan by creating a sharp escalation and
gross violation of the fundamental norms and principles of international law, and all these have
been accompanied by severe violations of international humanitarian law and national legislation in
respect of civilians.

These military provocations of Armenia against our country, which pose a serious threat to the
life and health of the civilian population of Azerbaijan, make people not only physically and
materially, but also spiritually and psychologically live in a difficult and risky environment and cause
a gross violation against other fundamental rights and liberties.

Parties of the armed conflicts should respect the humanitarian responsibilities they have
assumed at the international level and which play an important role in the preservation of human life
and universal values, including other international legal norms. Otherwise, they must be held ac-
countable.

Such inhumane war crimes, conducted by Armenia, are a serious threat to the life and health of
the population, and this act of aggression should seriously concern international organizations,
world powers and national human rights institutions, and make an effort to take concrete measures
to impose legal sanctions against the occupying Republic of Armenia.
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But the current reality is that the international organizations have not yet taken any measures
to impose concrete legal responsibility on Armenia in response to its military aggression against
Azerbaijani territories.

In a statement issued on October 28, 2020 regarding the month-long hostilities in Nagorno-
Karabakh and beyond, UNICEF released information on killed 12 children (without noting their
last names) as a result of military operations by Armenia against Azerbaijani civilians living far
from the frontline, and stated that more than 130,000 people had been evacuated and 76 schools
and kindergartens had been damaged. However, the statement did not cover the fact that 32
children had been seriously injured in the recent terrorist attacks by Armenia against the civilian
population of Azerbaijan, three children of two families had been orphaned by losing both
parents, and thousands of civilians, including children, had been deprived of their homes. Thus,
the current situation is not fully reflected in the statement.

Armenia's expansive and aggressive policy towards Azerbaijan and Azerbaijanis poses a
serious threat not only to Azerbaijan, but also to the region and the world. In order to prevent the
recurrence of such crimes and to ensure human justice, the perpetrators of inhuman and war
crimes against Azerbaijanis should never be exempted from responsibility and should be punished
in accordance with the provisions of international law.

That is why we urge the relevant international organizations:

1. To demand from the occupying Armenia the fulfillment of the norms of international
humanitarian law and the obligations arising from the international agreements to which it is a
party;

2. To provide international legal assessment to the cases of gross violation by Armenia of the
requirements of the UN Security Council’s relevant resolutions on the protection of children in
time of conflict;

3. To take necessary steps to establish international legal responsibility for war crimes
committed, in violation of international humanitarian norms, against the civilian population of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, especially women and children;

4. Especially UNICEF, to protest in accordance with its mandate??, against the acts of
Armenian armed forces, which targets children, and to comment together with other competent
international organizations on the gross violations of the international agreements, committed by
Armenia, to which it is a party, especially the Geneva Conventions and the provisions of the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

22 https://www.unicef.org/eca/our-mandate-no-child-left-behind




Society for the Protection of Women's Rights named after Dilara Aliyeva
Bureau for the Protection of Human Rights and the Rule of Law
International Society for Human Rights Azerbaijan National Section
Committee on Democracy and Human Rights

Humanitarian Research Public Union

Armenia-Azerbaijan Peace Platform

Azerbaijan Human Rights Organizations Monitoring Group

CIVILIANS ARE UNDER FIRE!!!

REPORT
Of the Monitoring Group of
Human Rights Organizations

of Azerbaijan about targeting civilians
during the Patriotic war for Karabakh

Baku, October 2020




Human rights defenders worked on the report:

Novella Jafaroglu
Chair of the Association for the Protection of Women'’s Rights after D.Aliyeva

Saida Gojamanli
Chair of the Bureau on Human Rights and Law Respect

Seadet Benanyarli
Chair of Azerbaijan National Group of International Society for Human Rights

Chingiz Ganizade
Chair of Democracy and Human Rights Committee

Avaz Hasanov
Chair of the Humanitarian Research Public Union

Dilara Efendiyeva
Director of Armenia-Azerbaijan Peace Platform

Yegana Tarverdiyeva
Secretary of the Monitoring Group of Human Rights Organizations of Azerbaijan

Address:

2nd Mirza Mansur str. 4/6,
Baku, Azerbaijan,

AZ 1004.

Mobile: (+99450) 3200113 , (+99450) 6134092
Email: mghro.azerbaijan@gmail.com




Contents

September 27 2020: Azerbaijani settlements are targeted 79
Tartar town: 300 missiles are fired a day 82

The houses of civilians in remote regions are being destroyed 84
Barda tragedy 87

Ganja city under ballistic missile strike 89

Damage to civilians during military operations 91

Civilians killed and injured as a result of missile attack 92
Reactions to targeting civilians 96

Conclusion 97

Suggestions 97




SEPTEMBER 27 2020:
AZERBAIJANI SETTLEMENTS ARE TARGETED

On September 27, 2020, at around 6 am, the Armenian armed forces intensively fired on the
positions of the Azerbaijani Army and settlements in the direction of Tartar, Aghdam, Fizuli and
Jabrayil regions with large-caliber weapons, mortars and artillery of various calibers. This
aggression initiated by the Armenian side forces the Azerbaijani government to respond in a short
time and prevent the Armenian armed forces from targeting the civilian population.

Shelling of the Azerbaijani settlements and armed forces by the Armenian army, death and
injury of the civilians and soldiers made Ilham Aliyev, President of Azerbaijan Republic and Com-
mander-in-chief to sign decree about declaring the martial law and starting counter-attack to
prevent the aggression of the Armenian Army. The state of martial law came into force on
September 28 at 00:00 throughout Azerbaijan. During the martial law the curfew was applied
from 9 p.m. till 6 a.m. in Baku, Ganja, Sumgayit, Yevlakh, Mingachevir, Naftalan, Absheron,
Jabrayil, Fuzuli, Agjabadi, Beylagan, Aghdam, Barda, Tartar, Goranboy, Goygol, Dashkasan,
Gadabay, Tovuz, Shamkir, Gazakh and Agstafa regions.

In response to the aggression of Armenian army, the Azerbaijani troops counterattacked the
villages of Garakhanbeyli, Garvand, Kand Horadiz, Yukhari Abdurrahmanli, Boyuk Marjanli and
Nuzgar in the Fuzuli region, destroyed enemy posts in the Agdara region and Murovdagh, and
took control of the ruling heights. Thus, in response to the provocation of the Armenian side, a
counter attack operation was launched, and the opposite side targets the cities of Azerbaijan
located along the front line and far away to cover up their failures on the front. The weapons fired
by the Armenian side mainly hit the homes of civilians at night. In addition to artillery and grenade
launchers used by the Armenian side in the combat zone, the weapons fired at the regions of
Azerbaijan far from the front line are the following:

R-17 Elbrus, (“Scud”)

It is a tactical ballistic missile produced ||
by the USSR in 1961-1987. The circle of |&
deviation from the target of R-17 “ELBRUS”
(“SCUD-B” is Code name of the missile
in NATO) missile complex is about 450
meter. If we take into account that the
last such a missile was produced in 1987
and they are very old and lost the accuracy
of strike, the range of target is much
bigger. For this reason it is not effective
to use SCUD for destroying military objects. it b :
The missile weighs 6,900 kg and has a |8 ':'_ A SR SR
range of 300 kilometers o | )




9K58 “Smerch” (BM-30)

It is a Katyusha descendant rocket launcher. This system was produced in the USSR at the
end of 1970 years and has been used in the arsenal of the USSR army since 1987. Smerch has
replaced the short-range ballistic missile system FROG-7. The maximum range of the missile is
90-124 km, and the maximum distance is 200 km. The missile, which consists of 12 barrels, has
a destruction range of 672,000 m2 and a target accuracy of 0.3%.

Both weapons are prohibited from being fired at settlements or crowded places.

More than 20 9M528 missiles
(SMERCH) fired by the Armenian armed
forces were found by the operational |&
groups of the Azerbaijan National Agency
for Mine Action (ANAMA). 9M525 bombs
were found in 9 of these missiles, which
also belong to the class of ammunition ¥%
prohibited under the Convention on Cas- [
sette Ammunition. Also, during the search
operations in the area, the discovery of
a "bomb container and distribution pipes" _
of the 9M525 cassette missile was one + . =
of the factors confirming the use of this | =
type of missile.

In general during September 27 —
October 27, 2020 ANAMA found out 298
unexploded ordnance, 1627 anti-person-
nel mines, 51 anti-tank mines, 236 ex- §
ploders of the anti-tank mines, 76 deto-
nators, 1149 units of 9N235 bombs, 1180 |
different caliber cartridges, 1 gas grenade,
17 military meteorological radio direction i
finders, 6 drones (neutralized), 2 missile
chips and 506 exploded missile parts
near houses and yards, oil pipeline,
Baku-Thbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline, Mingachevir
TPP and territories of Aghdam, Agdash,
Agjabadi, Barda, Beylagan, Bilasuvar, i
Jabrayil, Goranboy, Naftalan, Kurdamir, Fuzuli, Tartar, Tovuz, Shamkir, Hajigabul, Zardab, Khizi,
Oguz, Gabala regions and Ganja and Mingachevir cities."

1 https://news.milli.az/incedent/892844 .html




Remains of missiles collected by the Azerbaijan National Agency
for Mine Action (ANAMA) from different regions
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TARTAR TOWN: 300 MISSILES ARE FIRED A DAY

Tartar region is located in the North-Eastern
foothills of the Lesser Caucasus, in the
Karabakh plain, one of the regions close to
the front line. Area of the region is 957 km?,
population 104,200 persons and center is
Tartar town. As the regional center and several
villages are close to the front line, they were
constantly sniped by Armenians. In 1994,
during the Karabakh war, the territory of the |
region was severely damaged. 307 people
from Tartar region were killed during the war.

During the escalation in April 2016, hundreds
of missiles, especially phosphorus missiles,
were fired by Armenians into the region. At
the same time, over the past 5 years, 15 resi-
dents of the region fell into mines buried by |
Armenians while working in their fields and
were seriously injured.

Tartar region is one of the regions where
IDPs live compactly. As the nature of this
place is close to the nature of Nagorno-
Karabakh and the occupied regions, IDPs pre-
ferred to settle in this region.

Destruction in Shikharkh settlement of Tartar region, in the settlement built for IDPs. Author Seymur Kazimov

Heavy artillery shelling of Tartar by Armenian armed forces continues since September 27.
One of the worst-hit areas since September 27 is Tartar town and the residential area in the
Shikharkh settlement of Tartar. Built in 2017 for IDPs, this settlement is home to 1,170 IDP
families, mainly from Kalbajar, Aghdam, Lachin, Jabrayil and Shusha regions. Three civilians
were killed and 34 residential buildings, a music school, a secondary school and other
administrative buildings were destroyed as a result of shelling.?

The territories of the region intensively fired by the Armenians were Tartar city, Shikharkh
settlement, Husanli, Qaynaq, Seydimli, Gazyan, Yukhari Gapanli, Gapanli, Yukhari Garadagli,
Garaagaiji, Askipara, Sahlabad, Borsunlu, Azad Garagoyunlu, llkhichi, Demirchilar, Ashaghy
Gapanly, Evoghlu, Ismayilbeyli, Jamilli, Bala Kangarli, Duyarli, Yukhari Sarijali, Agkend, Yenikend,
Bayandurlu, Soyulan, Iravanli, Kangarli, Hajigarvand, Khoruzlu, Buruj, Bayandur, Garadagli and
Kocharli villages.?

2 https://pressklub.az/ekskluziv/dinc-%c9%99haliy%c9%99-qarsi-erm%c9%99ni-ordusunun-cinay%c9%99t1%c9%99ri-1-ci-
reportaj-sixarx-q%c9%99s%c9%99b%c9%99si/
3 http://anama.gov.az/news/154
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As a result of the rocket fire, 118 houses were completely destroyed, 646 private houses and 64
multi-store residential buildings were damaged, 30 ancillary buildings were completely destroyed
and 50 buildings were damaged. During this period, as a result of Armenian provocations, 19 social
facilities, 8 production facilities, 44 shopping centers and 18 office buildings were damaged in Tartar.

According to the Prosecutor's Office of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 14,000 rockets of different
calibers have been fired at Tartar town and 36 villages and settlements of the region.




THE HOUSES OF CIVILIANS IN REMOTE
REGIONS ARE BEING DESTROYED

Starting from September 27, the Armenian side fired intensive rockets at various regions and
cities of Azerbaijan, targeting civilians and their private homes in those regions. Despite the fact
that the Azerbaijani side has proved its readiness to comply with the declared ceasefire, it has
suspended operations that led to the violation of the regime. Violating the requirements of the hu-
manitarian ceasefire declared on October 10, 2020 at 12:00, the Armenian side continued to fire
on settlements and strategic facilities
with heavy artillery, deliberately tar-
geting the civilian population of
Azerbaijan. Thus, on October 11,
2020, at around 04:00, missiles
were fired at Mingacheuvir, a large
industrial city located more than
100 km away from the frontline.
The main target of the Armenians
was the Azerbaijan Thermal Power
Plant. The missiles were neutralized
by the Azerbaijani air defense forces.
However, several missiles landed
in the yard of the Azerbaijan Thermal
Power Plant and did not explode.

The city of Mingachevir was built in connection with the construction of a hydroelectric
power plant on the Kura River. On November 11, 1948 it got the city status. Mingachevir is the
fourth biggest industrial city. Industrial production is one of the most important sectors of the
economy of the city. The activity of this field is a key indicator of stability and social development.
The main part of the population works in energy, electrical engineering, chemistry and
mechanical engineering. Mingachevir situates 110 km far from the front line and 323 km
distance from Baku. Mingachevir Hydroelectric Power Station is the largest hydropower plantin
the South Caucasus, located on the Kura River, near the city of Mingachevir. Mingachevir
reservoir is located 3 km northwest of the city. The reservoir has a volume of 15.7 billion cubic
meters and a length of 70 km.

The population of Mingachevir city is 105,139 people, and 20,199 IDP families have settled in
the city.4

On October 18, 2020, at about 1 pm, the Armenian Armed Forces fired missiles in the
direction of Khizi region, 300 kilometers away from the territory where the military operations are
conducted. As a result of neutralization of the missile in the air by the air defense forces of the
Azerbaijani Army, some of the explosive particles inside the missile were scattered 250 meters
from the part of the Baku-Novorossiysk oil pipeline passing through Sitalchay village of Khizi
region. Neutralization of the missile by the Azerbaijani Army prevented the threat to high-capacity
crude oil and condensate export pipeline.®

4 https://heydaraliyev-centers.az/mingachavir/about-region
S https://oxu.az/war/432249
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Khizi region of Azerbaijan situates in more than 300 km from the front line. Located in the
Guba-Khachmaz region, on the shores of the Caspian Sea and mostly forested, it is the closest
mountainous region of Azerbaijan to Baku. The distance between Khizi and Baku is 70 km.

Starting from the morning of 08.10.2020 Goranboy region was fired upon by Armenians from
different directions from missiles and artillery shells targeting the civilian population. Due to
artillery shells falling on Ashagi Agjakend settlement of the region from 06.00 in the morning, the
administrative building of Khojaly District Police Department, as well as numerous civil infrastructure
facilities and houses, Garachinar high school were severely damaged.

Goranboy region is located in the north-eastern foothills of the Lesser Caucasus. Area of the
region is 1791 square km and population is 91.5 thousand people. One of the largest settlements
built for IDPs from Nagorno-Karabakh is located in Ashagi Agjakend settlement of the region.

Ballistic missiles were fired from Armenian operational-tactical missile complex from the
territory of Armenia on October 22 in the morning. Three missiles are fired in the direction of
Siyazan region. Remains of missiles neutralized in the air by the Azerbaijani Air Defense Units fall
into the Caspian Sea, injuring five people, damaging people's homes and crops.®

Siyazan region is located in the northern part of Azerbaijan, on the shores of the Caspian Sea.
Area of the region is 703 square km and population is 40 489 persons. The distance from the
region center to Baku is 103 km and to front line is 339 km.

On October 22, at 09.00, two missiles were fired in the direction of Gabala region. The missile
hit the empty space near the village of Mamayli in Gabala. The roofs and windows of some
houses were damaged. As a result of the missile strikes, a resident of Gabala region, Amirbayov
Murad Jeyhun oglu, born in 2003, received various injuries, 5 houses in the village were severely
damaged. The Armenian armed forces also targeted the Oguz-Gabala-Baku water pipeline,
which supplies drinking water to Baku and the Absheron Peninsula and is of special strategic im-
portance.” As a result of the neutralization of the missile by the Azerbaijani air defense forces,
parts of the missile fell near the water pipeline.

Gabala region is located in the North-Western part of Azerbaijan, as part of the Sheki-
Zagatala economic region. The region is considered to be the largest tourist zone in Azerbaijan.
The region is located 270 km from Baku and 348 km from the frontline.

Starting from the morning of October 22, the Armenian armed forces used war methods that
could cause significant destruction and fired “Scud” ballistic missile at the Kurdamir region, which
situates more than 150 kilometers from the frontline.® The missile created a large hole in the area
where it landed and did not damage the environment.

6 https://report.az/daglig-qarabag-munagishesi/dusmenin-siyezene-atdigi-raketlerin-qgaliglari-denize-dusdu/

8 https://report.az/daglig-qarabag-munagishesi/ermenistan-erazisinden-azerbaycan-erazileri-raket-atesine-tutulub/

o https://azertag.az/xeber/Ermenistanin_Kurdemire_atdigi_ballistik_raket_yasayis_mentegesinin_yaxinligina_dusub_FOTO_VIDEO-
1621145
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The region situates on the way of Baku-Gazakh highway. Kurdamir situates 120 km far from
frontline.

As reported, on the morning of October 5, 2020, the Armenian armed forces fired heavy
artillery at the densely populated areas of Beylagan region. At the same time, one of the two
missiles fired at the city of Beylagan hit the yard of a kindergarten, and the other hit an empty
area in the city.

Beylagan is situated in border with Iran Islamic Republic in the South. It is also has borders
with Fuzuli and Agjabadi region of Aran Karabakh. Population of 98.7 thousand persons. The
region situates in the distance of 265 km from Baku.

On October 6, 2020, at about 6:30 p.m., the Armenian armed forces fired a 9M525 Smerch
rocket containing 300 9N235 bombs into the Aran settlement of the Yevlakh region, which is 50
km away from the military operations area.® As a result of this parts of the missile were scattered
near the 42-inch-diameter South Caucasus Expanded Pipeline passing through the Aran
settlement, the Western Export Pipeline transporting crude oil to the Black Sea coast (missiles
scattered 120 meters) and about 100 meters from the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) Qil Pipeline.

Yevlakh region situates between Tartar, Goranboy, and Barda regions. Population is 128.7
thousand people. The region is big transport hub of Azerbaijan. The distance from Baku is 293 km.

9 https://www.turan.az/ext/news/2020/10/free/politics%20news/az/128435.html




BARDA TRAGEDY

Since the beginning of the escalation
Armenian armed forces have fired rock-
ets at Barda several times.

For the first time, the city of Barda
came under heavy artillery fire from
the Armenian armed forces on October
5 at 13:35. The rocket hit the central
streets of Barda and near the central
hospital, damaging infrastructure.
Mehdiyeva Shahriyar Isa gizi was killed
by shrapnel, and three city residents
were hospitalized with various injuries.™

The next missile strike was fired by
Armenia on October 27 at 16:00, in
gross violation of the requirements of & A
the humanitarian ceasefire declared
on October 26, 2020 at 08:00. As a re-
sult of the rocket attack on Garayusifli =4
village of Barda region, five residents,
including a child, were killed and thirteen
civilians were injured.

For the third time, the Armenian [
armed forces fired the Smerch missiles B
to Barda on October 28 at 13.00. A P
rocket hit the central street, where
main trade objects situate and this part [
is mainly crowded. An explosion of ;
Smerch cassette rockets in the city “
center killed 21 people and injured 70 others. Civilian infrastructure and many vehicles in the city
were seriously damaged. Barda City Central Hospital, City Polyclinic, Fire Service, Diagnostic
Center, a nine-store residential building and the so-called "Fresh Market" area of the city were
targeted and severely damaged.

As a result of a rocket hit the "Ancient Barda" restaurant in the center of Barda, two people
who were there at the time were hospitalized with various injuries. At the same time, rockets hit
near the Barda secondary school No. 5, injuring five people, as well as the school building and
damaging numerous vehicles.

The missile strikes damaged more than 30 civilian infrastructure facilities, more than 20
civilian homes and 22 vehicles.

Azerbaijan National Agency for Mine Action (ANAMA) determined that Armenia had fired a
9M525 Smerch missile at Barda, and the remains of the missile were presented to representatives
of foreign embassies and journalists visiting Barda.

10 https://www.xeberoxu.az/Berdeye-atilan-raket-mermisinin-gelpelerinden-1-nefer-helak-olub-3-nefer-yaralanib/202010051326 17626
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Barda region is located in the north-western part of the Kur-Araz lowland. The administrative
center of the region is the city of Barda, located in the center of the Karabakh plain, on the banks
of the Tartar River. Area of the region is 957 square km and population is 160 000 persons. Barda
is one of the regions with the mass settlement of the IDPs. Barda situates 40 km far from
frontline.
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GANJA CITY UNDER BALLISTIC MISSILE STRIKE

Ganja, the second largest city of
Azerbaijan and located 80 km from the
war zone, was hit by ballistic missiles ;
by the Armenian armed forces on Oc- EAS :
tober 4. One person was killed and 30 | :
others were injured in a missile attack S Y
on Sunday morning. The Armenian side =S
stated that the target was a military air- Pt
field in the city with a missile strike.

However, the mentioned military air-
field was constructed during the Soviet
era and did not operate due to obsolete
infrastructure. There is only one oper-
ating airport in Ganja and this is for
civil aviation.

The next missile attack of the Ar-
menian armed forces took place on October 11 at 02.00. Seven people, including three women,
were killed, 16 women and 34 children, including six minors, were injured in the wreckage, and
more than 10 apartment buildings and more than 100 facilities were damaged.

Three civilians were hospitalized with various injuries as a result of rockets fired at Ganja
International Hospital, secondary school No. 34, furniture factory on Shah Ismayil Khatai Street,
and the area called "Yevlakh bus station" and the Central Market. Civil infrastructure was
destroyed. 8K14 missile of 9K72 operational-tactical missile complex (OTZK) was fired at Ganja,
which is designed to destroy manpower and control points."

The missile has a hit range of 50-300 kilometers, a maximum flying range of 5 minutes, a
launch weight of 5,862 kilograms and an unloaded missile weighs 2,076 kilograms. It is 11 meters
164 centimeters long and 881 meters in diameter. The total weight of the complex is 37 tons, the
combat staff consists of 8 people.

"\ x

" https:/news.milli.az/politics/889396.html




The rocket fired by Armenia was sent from the starting position near the settlement of Ballyja
near Khankendi.




DAMAGE TO CIVILIANS DURING
MILITARY OPERATIONS

According to the Azerbaijani Prosecutor General Office 87 civilians were killed and 400 were
injured in the attack by the Armenian armed forces during a month.

The Prosecutor Office informed that 2,338 houses, 92 apartment buildings and 415 civil
facilities were damaged. As a result of the fire, 2,072 houses, 90 high-rise residential buildings
and 388 civil infrastructure facilities were severely damaged.




CIVILIANS KILLED AND INJURED
AS A RESULT OF THE MISSILE ATTACK

According to the Prosecutor General of Azer-
baijan republic the regional statistics of civilians
killed by the Armenian army is the following: 85
civilians have been killed and 370 injured in
Azerbaijan since the beginning of the fighting on
September 27, including 18 women and 8 children.
In addition 370 civilians have been injured so far,
including 69 women and 32 children.

Most of the cities and settlements targeted
by the Armenian armed forces are located 50-
350 kilometers away from the area where the
military operations took place. Of course, the
Armenian side used long-range missiles to hit
those areas.

Umumi statistika:

* As a result of the shelling Ganja on 3 different dates 26 persons were killed and 142
injured in Ganja;

» 7 persons were killed and 10 injured in Goranboy region;

« As a result of shelling his house resident of Gashalti-Garagoyunlu village of Naftalan
region Gurbanov Elbrus Isa oghlu and his 5 family members were killed;

* 17 persons killed and 56 injured in Tartar region;

« 27 killed and 95 injured in Barda;

» 2 Kkilled and 2 injured in Beylagan;

* 1 killed and 19 injured in Agjabadi;

« 3 killed and 17 injured in Fuzuli;

» 7 killed and 40 injured in Aghdam,;

* 5injured in Mingacheuvir;

* 1injured in Dashkasan;

* 1 injured in Gabala region.

ERMaNISTAN SILAHLI QUVVALBRININ TaCAVUZU
NATICASINDS HBLAK OLAN MBKTaBLILARIMIZ




Gurbanovs family:

e Gurbanov Elbrus Isa oghlu
(24.11.1951)

* Gurbanova Shafayat Novruz gizi
(22.02.1956) — his wife | =

* Amirova Afag Damir gIZI \ N Naftalan gahar Usaq Musigi Maktabinin
(12.01.1981) — daughter-in-low IV sinif sagirdi

* Gurbanova Fidan Elshan gizi '
(01.03.2006)'> — Grand-daughter

e Gurbanov Shahriyar Nadir oghlu
(30.11.2007)"®* — Grand-son

SOHRIYAR QURBANOV

On September 27, 2020, at around 06:00, the Armenian armed forces fired on the settlements
of the non-frontline city of Naftalan with artillery shells and hit the yard of a private house in
Gashalti Garagoyunlu village of the same region. As a result of this 5 members of one family,
including 2 children and 2 elderly people and 1 young woman were Killed;

Pashayev Joshgun Anvar oghlu (born in 1979)

On September 28, 2020, at about 07:00, as a result of a shell falling on the territory of Evoglu
village of Aghdam region, Pashayev Joshgun Anvar oghlu was taken to the central hospital of
Aghdam region with shrapnel wounds on the head and died despite the provided medical assis-
tance;™

Abbasov Khalig Asif oghlu (1981)

Abbasov Elshan Asif oghlu (1987)

Residents of Tartar region died as a result of artillery shelling in the yard of an apartment
building built for people with disabilities and IDPs in Shikharkh settlement of Tartar region on
September 28, 2020 at about 19:00;

Sariyev EImaddin Humbat oghlu (1997)
Aresident of Garadagli village, Aghdam region,
| was killed by artillery shells falling on a medical
| center as a result of heavy artillery fire of the Ar-
i menian armed forces on September 29, 2020 at
§ about 13:00.;'

Mehtiyeva Ayna Mahammadali gizi

‘ She was killed by the shelling of the living

| building at Uzeyir Hajibayov Street in Tartar town
by the Armenian Army on September 29, 2020;®

12 http://mct.gov.az/az/umumi-xeberler/13228

'3 https://sputnik.az/video/20200928/425051810/Naftalanda-butun-ailenin-telef-oldughu-evden-deh.html

4 https://report.az/dagliq-qarabag-munagishesi/bas-prokurorlug-cebhedeki-veziyyetle-bagli-yeni-melumat-yayib/
'5 https://qafqazinfo.az/news/detail/agdamda-ermeniler-tibb-menteqgesini-vurdu-mulki-sexs-helak-oldu-299871

'8 https://azerforum.com/az/criminal/746270/terterde-daha-bir-ermeni-vehsiliyi-tibb-bacisi-lduruldu-fotolar




Safarov Ikhtiyar Azhdar oghlu (12.02.1971)
Was killed in the yard of his apartment on September 29, 2020 as a result of the shelling
building in Tartar town;

Ibrahimov Shahin Mahmud oghlu (24.12.1987)

Aliyev Muzaffar Ali oghlu (27.08.1971)

They were killed on September 30, 2020, at about 08:00, a shell exploded in front of the ad-
ministrative building of the Tartar regional branch of the State Service for Mobilization and
Conscription of the Republic of Azerbaijan in Aliaga Vahid Street, Tartar;

Rustamov Murad Tahir oghlu (16.02.1990)
Died as a result of a shell explosion near "Azpetrol" gas station in Horadiz city of Fuzuli region
on September 30, 2020 at 16.00;

Mammadov Murshud Rashid oghlu (16.03.1966)

Mammadov Samir Murshud oghlu (15.04.1996)

Residents of Hajimammadli village of Aghdam region died as a result of fire opened by
Armenian armed forces on October 1, 2020;'"

Alasgarov Jeyhun Jamal oghlu (1958)

Alasgarova Tarana Pasha gizi (1965)

Alasgarov Ulvi Jeyhun oghlu (1990)

Jeyhun Jamal oglu Alasgarov and his family members were killed as a result of rocket fire of
apartment buildings located in the central part of Ganja city on October 11, 2020 at around 02.00
by the Armenian Armed Forces. He worked as a shift supervisor in the field of repair of
electrolysis baths and other metallurgical equipment of Ganja Aluminum Complex (Azeraluminum
LLC) belonging to Azerbaijan Industrial Corporation.;

Jafarova Durra Hilal gizi (1967)

Aliyeva Afag Aziz gizi (1957)

Baghirov Ramiz Yusif oghlu (1958)

Aliyev Adil Hamza oghlu (1992)

Alizada Anar Asif oghlu (1982)

Alizada Nurchin Emin gizi (1987)

All of them were killed as a result of rocket fire
B of apartment buildings located in the central part
. ¥ of Ganja city on October 11, 2020 at around
Y 02.00 by the Armenian Armed Forces;®

Aliyeva Gunay Zahid gizi (1992)
She was injured as a result of the attack of the apartment building by Armenian Armed Forces
and died on 12.10.2020 in the hospital where she was taken after injury;

7 https://oxu.az/war/426643
'8 https://telegraf.com/news/toplum/264556.html
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Mayakov Artur Vladimir oghlu (2007)

Student of the 7-th class of Ganja city Secondary School number 29 after K.D.Ushinski. He
was wounded as a result of a rocket fired at Ganja on October 17 and died on October 24 despite
being treated in hospital;

Orujov Parviz Novrus oghlu (1989)

Rustamov Vasif Bahadur oghlu (1962)

Zamanov Shakir Khasay oghlu (1988)

Amirov Isgandar Yelmar oghlu (1988)

These people, residents of Tartar town, were killed by heavy artillery fire on October 15, 2020
at about 13.00 by the Armenian Armed Forces during the funeral ceremony in the cemetery of
Tartar town;

Akhundov Adavat Zahid oghlu (1969)
At 09.00 a.m. on 14.10.2020 Armenian Armed Forces started intensive fire of the missiles and

heavy

artillery to Tartar region. He was killed as a result of shelling his house in Narlig settlement

of Tartar region;

Ismayilova Zulfiyya Isgandar gizi (1976)
Asadova Arzu Isgandar gizi (1998)

On

03.10.2020, at about 19:00, as a result of heavy artillery fire in the city of Beylagan, they

were killed by numerous artillery shells falling on their house.

People killed as a result of the missile attacks of the Armenian Armed Forces to Barda
town on October 28, 2020:

N~ ~

9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Gasimova Solmaz Sadraddin gizi (1961) — resident of Barda region, Lanbaran village;
Suleymanov Humbat Suleyman oghlu (1950) - resident of Barda region, Lanbaran village;
Mustafayeva Leyla EImir gizi (1969) — Barda town resident;

Mirzaliyev Charkaz Khanlar oghlu (1972) — resident of Barda region, Chalabilar village;
Huseynova Gulshan Mehrab gizi (1972) — resident of Aghdam town;

Mirzaliyeva Tukazban Charkaz gizi (1995) - resident of Barda region, Chalabilar village;
Allahverdiyev Asgar Mahir oghlu (1983) - Barda town resident;

Jafarova Amil Fazil oghlu (1990) - Barda town resident;

Hajiyev Fazil Haji oghlu (1969) - Barda region, Nifchi village resident;

Ahmadov Mirsagi Yusif oghlu (1975) - Barda town resident;

Kazimov Dayanat Tahir oghlu (1990) - Barda town resident;

Aliyev Sadig Sahib oghlu (1986) — Barda region, Kurdboraki village resident;

Abbasov Ruslan Mahammad oghlu (1984) - Barda town resident;

Khidirov Intigam Alamdar oghlu (1977) - Barda town resident;

Shafiyev Rashad Vagif oghlu (1991) — Ganja city resident;

Ismayilli Vasif Vagif oghlu (1990) — resident of Aghdam region, Guzanli settlement;
Isgandarov Yalchin Rizvan oghlu (1940) - Barda town resident;

Guliyev Aghamoghlan Baylar oghlu (1947) - Barda town resident;

Ismayilov Fuad Isa oghlu (1988) - Barda town resident;

Mustafayev Maharram Anvar oghlu (1971) - Barda town resident;

Aliyeva Almaz Salah gizi (1960) - (was injured on October 27, 2020 and died on October

28, 2020).
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On October 28, 2020, at about 13:00, the Armenian Armed Forces attacked crowded part of
Barda town where civilians are active and trading objects are widely spread with 2 operation-
tactical purpose high damaging ballistic cluster type “Smerch” missiles and each missile contained
72 bombs of 9M525 and 9N235 type, totally 144 bombs. As a result of this totally 21 persons
were Killed, as well as 5 women and 70 were injured, including 15 women and 8 children.

REACTIONS TO TARGETING CIVILIANS

The Greek Foreign Ministry issued [
a statement at the start of the military
operation by revealing their attitude. It
is mentioned in the statement that "We
are watching with particular concern
the escalation of tensions in the Nagorno-
Karabakh region that resulted with
killing civilians. We call on all parties
to exercise restraint, immediately cease
hostilities and return to the negotiating
table within the Minsk Group."

The International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) has expressed con-
cern over the humanitarian impact of °
the escalation of the conflict along the line of contact, which began on September 27. Noting that
civilians were among the killed on both sides, the ICRC called on the parties to take all necessary
measures to protect civilian life and infrastructure.

Pope Francis has called for peace in the Caucasus and the renunciation of force in resolving
any confrontation and differences in position over the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh.

The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Azerbaijan has sharply condemned the
Armenian rocket attack on the Azerbaijani city of Barda, resulting in killing and wounding of many
civilians.' The embassy called for an immediate end to war crimes such as attacks on cities and
innocent people in accordance with international law.

In connection with the missile attacks and shelling of the civilians Prosecutors Office of
Azerbaijan Republic started criminal cases in accordance with the Criminal Code of Azerbaijan
Republic —Article 100.2 (aggressive warfare)?, Article 120.2.1 (premediated murder by a criminal
organization), Article 120.2.4 (intentional homicide with special cruelty or in a generally dangerous
manner), Article 120.2.12 (intentional homicide with national, racial, religious hatred or hostility),
Article 120.2.7 (intentionally attempting to kill two or more individuals) and other Articles of the
Criminal Code.

9 http://www.serqgapisi.az/index.php/ictimai-siaysi/27488-iran-baerdaeyae-hudzumu-kaeskin-shaekildae-pislaedi-zhundaem.htmi
20 Read more: https://sputnik.az/karabakh/20200928/425055740/ Terterde-iki-gardas-helak-oldu-2-nfr-is-yaralandi.html




CONCLUSION

The military operations going on since September 27, 2020 and the shelling of settlements
outside the frontline by the Armenian side are one of the gravest crimes of the current war. The
Armenian side violated the principles of paragraph 3 of the 4th Geneva Convention of 1949 by
violating the requirements of the Convention and committing prohibited missile strikes on
settlements outside the frontline of Azerbaijan and committed crimes against humanity.

As a result of the aggression of the Armenian side, the following crimes were committed
against civilians:

1. Smerch and Grad missiles were fired at different times at 13 cities of Azerbaijan outside
the front line;

2. Tartar town and 36 settlement and villages of the regions were severely damaged;

3. Energy projects and oil pipelines of Azerbaijan aimed at ensuring the energy security of
the European Union are targeted,;

4. School buildings, hospitals and other social facilities were targeted and damaged by
missile attacks on peaceful cities.

5. 87 civilians were killed and 18 out of them are women and 14 children;

400 persons were injured, including 69 women and 32 children.

SUGGESTIONS

It is recommended that local and international organizations and institutions take the following
steps to analyze war crimes committed against civilians in Azerbaijan and to assess its recognition
as a crime against humanity:

1. As the main moderators of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs should demand a report from Armenia on the motives of these war crimes committed by
Armenia;

2. The OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs, together with the Azerbaijani side, should discuss and
document all the details of these war crimes.

3. International human rights organizations and think tanks should send their missions to in-
vestigate crimes against civilians;

4. The UN institutions operating in Azerbaijan should strengthen cooperation with Azerbaijani
authorities to investigate the situation of civilians killed as a result of the missile strikes;

5. Azerbaijani NGOs and human rights organizations should be active in investigating crimes
against civilians.
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SUMMARY

During the 44-days war, 94 civilians have been killed, 414 injured and more than 4000 houses
and other civilian facilities were seriously damaged as a result of Armenia's heavy artillery attacks
on Azerbaijan’s densely populated areas since September 27, the Prosecutor General’s Office
has reported.

Protection of civilians in international law

In international humanitarian law, the protection of civilians is not the same as the protection
of combatants. This difference is particularly relevant in the conduct of hostilities: there is a
fundamental distinction between civilians and combatants, and between military objectives and
civilian objects. Combatants may be attacked until they surrender or are otherwise hors de
combat, while civilians may not be targeted, unless and for such time as they directly participate
in hostilities, and they are protected by the principles of proportionality and precaution against the
incidental effects of attacks against military objectives and combatants.

Regarding the legal aspects of the protection of civilians, in accordance with the IV Geneva
Convention the protection of civilians during armed conflict is a cornerstone of international hu-
manitarian law. This protection extends to their public and private property. International
Humanitarian Law (IHL) also identifies and protects particularly vulnerable civilian groups such
as women, children and the displaced persons.

International human rights law and international humanitarian law share the goal of preserving
the dignity and humanity of all. Over the years, the UN General Assembly, the Human Rights
Council have considered that, in armed conflict, parties to the conflict have legally binding
obligations concerning the rights of persons affected by the conflict.

Escalation of the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict

From September 27, the armed forces of Armenia have launched another act of aggression
against Azerbaijan, by intensively attacking the positions of the armed forces of Azerbaijan as
well as residential areas along the frontline, with the use of large-caliber weapons, mortar
launchers and artillery of different calibers. Having openly and purposefully targeted the civilian
population and civilian objects, in addition to military servicemen Armenia has killed a number of
civilians, among them elderly, women and children, and inflicted serious damage on numerous
houses and civilian objects.

The Armed Forces of the Republic of Azerbaijan operate in the sovereign territories of the
Republic of Azerbaijan which recognized by your countries and all international community and
organize the defense of Azerbaijan. These are counter-offensive military operations with the aim
of enforcing Armenia to peace. The main goal is to ensure the security of the Azerbaijani civilian
population living close to the line of contact and to implement counter-offensive peace enforcement
operations to prevent such provocations by Armenia.

According to our observations, Armenia is committing war crimes and other violations of the hu-
manitarian law, human rights law, customary law by killing civilians, by using child soldiers, mercenaries
and terrorists, and organizing illegal resettlement the ethnic Armenian population from some Middle
Eastern countries to Nagorno-Karabakh and adjacent districts, which are internationally recognized
territories of Azerbaijan, and using them and local population as a human shield in armed conflict.
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Some facts that we need to know about the Karabakh conflict

Nagorno-Karabakh is not a "disputed" territory. It is an integral part of sovereign territory of the
Republic of Azerbaijan recognized by the UN, other international organizations and states.
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It's internationally recognised as
part of Azerbaijan...

Armenia has occupied not only Nagorno Karabakh region, but also 7 adjacent regions - in
total more than 20% of the territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan. As a result, nearly one
million IDPs - citizens of the Republic of Azerbaijan — ethnically expulled from Nagorno Karabakh
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and other occupied territories between 1988 and 1994 (during the first Karabakh War). The un-
dergoing war is not on the territories of Armenia. Azerbaijan, currently, is using his right under
the UN Resolution Article 51 to prevent aggression against its civil population and to liberate its
territories from the occupying forces of the Republic of Armenia. On September 27, 2020, when
the current aggressive offensive actions by the Armenian Army started, Azerbaijan responded
with counter-offensive military operations. The Azerbaijani Government repeatedly stated, "The
Republic of Azerbaijan does not have military targets in the territory of the Republic of Armenia."
(Source: AUKAA)

From 27.09.2020 to 04.11.2020, the total number of civilian casualties in Azerbaijan are as the
following:

Number of Civilians Killed: 94

Number of Injured Civilians: 414

Number of Houses Fallen into Disrepair: 3410

Number of Residential Buildings Falling into Disrepair: 120

Number of Damaged Civil Facilities: 512 (Source: The Prosecutor General's Office of the
Republic of Azerbaijan)

The statistics of the Prosecutor General's Office of the Republic of Azerbaijan
on crimes committed by the Armenian Armed Forces against the civilians
from 2709.2020 to 04.11.2020

-
Number of chvilions Number of injured
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press release of the Prosecutor
General's Office of the Republic of Azerbaijan




Aggression by Armenia. 1992-1994

Armenia that occupied in 1992-1993 one fifth of the internationally recognized territory of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, has been refusing to liberate them despite a clear call for the unconditional
withdrawal of the Armenian forces from the occupied territories of Azerbaijan in the UN Security
Council resolutions 822, 853, 874, 884 adopted in 1993, as well as Azerbaijan’s good-will and
dedication to the peaceful resolution of the conflict. For decades, Azerbaijan struggled with the
consequences of unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe which made every 7th person in the
country forcefully displaced. Most of our cities under the Armenian occupation turned to ghost
cities with totally destroyed and plundered infrastructure.

Armenia has been using acts of genocide as a means to instill fear and to terrorize the entire
population and force them to flee. Only in Khojaly massacre 613 civilians of whom 63 were
children were brutally killed and many were maimed by the armed forces of Armenia in 1992. One
million Azerbaijanis, one thirds of whom are children were forcefully expelled and driven away
from their homes, and for almost 15 years the larger part of the forcefully displaced children in
Azerbaijan had to live in tent camps and villages consisting of luggage vans on railways which
were subsequently abolished as a result of the tremendous efforts and budget resources
allocated by the Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The internally displaced children in
Azerbaijan still cannot realize their right to voluntary return to their lands in safety and dignity.
During the conflict, 224 children were taken hostage by Armenia and were subsequently released,
and 29 children are still considered to be in Armenian captivity. 73 Azerbaijani children are
missing.

Armenia is responsible for total destruction of 1145 educational facilities and 855 kindergartens
in the occupied territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Tens of thousands of Azerbaijani children
continue to realize their right to education under serious challenges stemming from their continued
displacement. Many others along the line of confrontation attend their classes under the constant
threat of being attacked by the indiscriminate bombing of the armed forces of Armenia.

Attacks on civilians by Armenia

According to the armament index of world countries released by the Bonn International Center
for Conversion in February 2020, Armenia ranks third in the world and first in Europe for the
number of servicemen per thousand people in Armenia, the cost of armaments in the gross
domestic product (GDP), military spending, healthcare, number of troops and the quantity of
heavy weaponry. The report says that the reason for Armenia's leading position in the arms race
is the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and its militaristic policy over the past 30 years.

(Source: Armament index, Bonn International Center for Conversion in February 2020).

In an interview with TV show "Vesti" aired on the Russian TV channel Russia-1 on 8 October,
Vagharshak Harutyunyan, the chief adviser to Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan, openly stated that
Armenia is purposefully bombarding peaceful cities of Azerbaijan and targeting civilians to create
panic among them. (Source: Caspian News, https://caspiannews.com/news-detail/pashinyans-
advisor-confirms-armenias-deliberate-attacks-on-azerbaijani-civilian-settlements-2020-10-9-0/)

Since the deadly clashes between Armenia and Azerbaijan broke out on September 27,
Armenia's forces have continued to shell densely populated areas, strategically important civilian
and energy infrastructure, which are far from the frontline. The skirmishes broke out after Armenia's
forces deployed in the occupied Azerbaijani lands hit Azerbaijani civilian settlements and military
positions along the front zone in the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh region of Azerbaijan.

Armenia's forces have so far launched intensive missile attacks against Azerbaijan’s second-
largest city of Ganja, which is more than 60 kilometers away from the conflict zone, the central
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Azerbaijani city of Mingachevir, which hosts the country's largest hydroelectric power and water
reservoir, as well as Barda, Tartar and Beylagan. They also hit the Khizi-Absheron region near
Azerbaijan’s capital Baku with mid-range missiles.

Russian military expert Igor Korotchenko expressed confidence that by shelling Azerbaijani
cities, Yerevan is trying to provoke Baku into tit-for-tat response. If Yerevan can demonstrate that
military activities are taking place not only in the territory of the occupied Nagorno-Karabakh
region of Azerbaijan, but also in Armenia itself, then it can demand military support from Russia.

Pashinyan's tactics: To make an attack on Azerbaijani cities, provoke Baku to retaliate
against targets in Armenia, and then seek for help from Russia and the CSTO acting as "a
victim of aggression,” Korotchenko said, commenting on the Armenia's attacks on
residential areas of Azerbaijan, according to Armiya.az citing APA.

Emboldened by the 30 years impunity for its war crimes and crimes against humanity,
Armenia has started another aggression against the Republic of Azerbaijan since September 27,
2020. Armenia continues shelling Azerbaijan’s densely populated areas using heavy artillery.

65 civilians have been killed and 297 others have been injured since the outbreak of large-
scale hostilities on September 27, after Armenia launched another attack along the line of
contact, the Prosecutor General’s Office has reported.

Among the civilians are ten children.

As a result of the shelling of civilian infrastructure facilities by the occupying country's armed
forces, 2,243 houses and 90 multi-apartment residential buildings, as well as 402 civilian facilities
were severely damaged.

Vehicles belonging to civilians became unserviceable, and numerous small and large horned
animals and haystacks were destroyed as well.

Moreover, as a consequence of rocket and heavy artillery attacks on October 4, 11 and 17, a
total of 25 civilians were killed and 139 were injured in Ganja city. The city's civil infrastructure
facilities and vehicles were inflicted extensive damage.

Mass killings of civilians in Barda

As of morning of October 28, as a result of the shelling of civilian infrastructure facilities by the
occupying country's armed forces, 2,338 houses and 92 multi-apartment residential buildings, as
well as 415 civilian facilities were severely damaged.

Vehicles belonging to civilians became unserviceable, and numerous small and large horned
animals and haystacks were destroyed as well.

On October 27, Armenia launched a missile attack at Barda region, as a result of which 5
civilians, including child, were killed and 13 civilians, including women and children, seriously
wounded. In addition, on October 28, Armenian launched another missile attack at Barda region,
as a result of which 21 civilians were killed and about 70 wounded.

The missile attack on civilian population came after US-mediated cease-fire agreement that
was announced on October 25. Thus, Armenia grossly violated the humanitarian ceasefire
already for third time.

Moreover, as of October 23, as a consequence of rocket and heavy artillery attacks on
October 4,11 and 17, a total of 25 civilians were killed and 139 were injured in Ganja city. The
city's civil infrastructure facilities and vehicles were inflicted extensive damage.

Furthermore, 7 civilians were killed and 10 were injured in Goranboy region. On September
27, as a result of shrapnel hitting the yard of a private house in Naftalan region, all members of
one family (5 civilians) were killed.
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Likewise, 16 civilians were killed and 50 were injured in Tartar region, 6 civilians were killed
and 25 were injured in Barda region, 2 civilians were killed and 2 were injured in Beylagan region,
one civilian was killed and 19 were injured in Aghjabadi region, 3 civilians were killed and 17 were
injured in Fuzuli region, 7 civilians were killed and 40 were injured in Aghdam region and 5
civilians were injured in Mingachevir region. In addition, in Dasheksan, Jabrayil, Khojali and
Gabala regions one civilian was injured in each.

Amnesty International has verified the use of banned cluster bombs by Armenia, following an
attack on the city of Barda in Azerbaijan, media reported quoting the statement released by
Amnesty International.The statement says, at approximately 1.30pm local time, one or several
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Smerch rockets were fired into Barda, striking a residential neighbourhood close to a hospital.
The Azerbaijani Prosecutor General’s Office has stated that at least 21 people were killed, with
an estimated 70 more injured.Amnesty International’s Crisis Response experts verified pictures
(taken by Vice News reporters in the city) of fragments of 9N235 cluster munitions from Russian-
made 9M55 Smerch rockets, that appear to have been fired into the city by Armenian forces.

“The firing of cluster munitions into civilian areas is cruel and reckless, and causes untold
death, injury and misery." The organization noted that use of cluster munitions in any circumstances
is banned under international humanitarian law.

GANJA AFTER

ARMENIAN MISSILE ATTACKS
(60 km away from conflict zone)

AN

Furthermore, 7 civilians were killed and 10 were injured in Goranboy region. On September
27, as a result of shrapnel hitting the yard of a private house in Naftalan region, all members of
one family (5 civilians) were killed.

Likewise, 16 civilians were killed and 50 were injured in Tartar region, 25 civilians were killed
and around 70 were injured in Barda region, 2 civilians were killed and 2 were injured in Beylagan
region, one civilian was killed and 19 were injured in Aghjabadi region, 3 civilians were killed and
17 were injured in Fuzuli region, 7 civilians were Killed and 40 were injured in Aghdam region and
5 civilians were injured in Mingachevir region. In addition, in Dasheksan, Jabrayil, Khojali and
Gabala regions one civilian was injured in each.

Armenian armed forces launched a large-scale operation in the front-line zone on September
27 at 6 am, shelling the positions of the Azerbaijani army from large-calibre weapons, mortars,
and artillery installations of various calibres. Armenia has been targeting Azerbaijan’s densely
populated areas and infrastructure projects.
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e conflict we can't ignore

Opinion by Michael Bociurkiw
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A man brings out his belongings after his house was shelled in Gyandzha, Azerbaijan.

Ganja massive bombings — acts against humanity

Article 18 of the 1949 “Geneva Convention for the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War” states that under no circumstances should the parties to a conflict throw shells or artillery at
civilian gatherings. The military-political leadership
of the aggressor state of Armenia continues to ==
target civilians, houses, civilian sites and settlements,
and commit crimes against civilians in violation of
all international norms and principles, in gross vio-
lation of its obligations under the Geneva Conven-
tions. Population centers, district and village centers, |
civil infrastructure facilities, hospitals, medical
centers, school buildings and kindergartens are §
targeted deliberately.

Despite the agreement reached on ceasefire on
October 10, 2020, Armenia once again demonstrated
stubborn negligence of its obligations and spitefully |
attacked on the night of October 11, the second
biggest city in Azerbaijan, Ganja situated far beyond
the frontline. 10 civilians were killed and 34, including
minors, were seriously injured. As a result of rocket
fire on residential buildings 3 children lost their both parents. This nefarious attack was repeated
on the night of October 17, taking the life of 13 civilians, including 3 minors, and injuring 48
civilians, including 5 children. Two children are missing in Ganja.
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Violation of humanitarian truce

According to the Article 15 of the Convention (1) for the Amelioration of the Condition of the
Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces in the Field. Geneva, 12 August 1949, at all times, and
particularly after an engagement, Parties to the conflict shall, without delay, take all possible
measures to search for and collect the wounded and sick, to protect them against pillage and ill-
treatment, to ensure their adequate care, and to search for the dead and prevent their being de-
spoiled.

Whenever circumstances permit, an armistice or a suspension of fire shall be arranged, or
local arrangements made, to permit the removal, exchange and transport of the wounded left on
the battlefield.

Likewise, local arrangements may be concluded between Parties to the conflict for the
removal or exchange of wounded and sick from a besieged or encircled area, and for the
passage of medical and religious personnel and equipment on their way to that area.

Armenia violated such humanitarian truce agreements there times in a row. As known, a
trilateral meeting of the Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation Sergei Lavrov, the Foreign
Minister of Azerbaijan Jeyhun Bayramov and the Foreign Minister of Armenia Zohrab Mnatsakanyan
was held in Moscow on October 9, 2020 on the initiative of Russian President Vladimir Putin to
declare a humanitarian ceasefire," the appeal said.

"After a meeting that lasted about 11 hours, an agreement was reached consisting of following
4 points:

1. To declare a ceasefire for humanitarian purposes starting from 12 p.m. on October 10 for
the exchange of the prisoners of war, other people detained and bodies of those killed, with the
mediation and in accordance with the criteria of the International Committee of the Red Cross;

2. Further parameters of the ceasefire will be agreed upon additionally;

3. The Republic of Armenia and the Republic of Azerbaijan, with the mediation of the OSCE
Minsk Group Co-Chairs, on the basis of the fundamental principles of the settlement, are
launching substantive negotiations with the aim of achieving early peaceful resolution;

4. The sides reiterate the inalterability of the format of the peace process," the appeal said.

However, unfortunately, the Armenian side, in violation of all the provisions of the agreement
signed, in accordance with its hypocritical and aggressive nature, continues to subject the
frontline regions and villages, as well as the cities of Azerbaijan situated far away from the conflict
zone, to heavy artillery and missile fire, grossly violating the ceasefire agreement.

The most regrettable is that on October 11, at around 4 AM, the second largest city of Azer-
baijan, Ganja, with a population of more than 500,000 people, located 80 km from the frontline, was
shelled by the order of the political-military leadership of Armenia. As a result of this barbaric and
atrocious attack of Armenia, 3 residential buildings were destroyed, more than 9 civilians, including
4 women, were killed and 34 were wounded, including 16 women and 6 children.

Second violation of humanitarian truce, 17 October 2020

In October 17, Armenia once again attacked Ganja, the second largest city of Azerbaijan,
firing a SCUD / Elbrus ballistic missile on the densely populated block of the city, killing 13 people
and injuring more than 40. Among the dead and injured were the children, women and the elderly
people.

This was the third time in the last two weeks that the city of Ganja has come under heavy
rocket fire of Armenia, and so far 27 civilians have been killed and more than 100 injured.

The bombing of the Ganja, the city with a population of more than 500,000 people situated far
from the conflict zone, without any military necessity by the Armenian political-military leadership,
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the deliberate and indiscriminate use of powerful destructive missiles such as SCUDs to Kkill
innocent civilians will be included in the history books as the bloodiest war crime committed
against humanity in the XXI century.

It is not only this act of savagery, barbarism and terrorism committed by Armenia in the eyes
of the whole world that worries and deeply concerns the Azerbaijani public, it is also seriously
infuriated and disturbed by the silence about the human tragedy, genocide and war crimes
committed in Ganja of the UN Security Council, which must stop and punish the aggressors
around theglobe and was established for this purpose by the world community.

Third violation of the humanitarian truce by Armenia (October 26, 2020)

Azerbaijan Foreign Ministry issued statement, saying that Armenia has blatantly ignored and
violated the ceasefire regime with Azerbaijan for a third time in a row. “In a gross violation of the new
humanitarian ceasefire, on October 26, Armenian armed forces subjected to artillery fire the units of
Azerbaijani Army located in the Lachin’s region Safiyan village. Later, the Tartar city and villages of
the region were under intensive shelling by the Armenian armed forces,” the ministry stated.

As reported on October 28th, at around 1 pm, again, after first attack, the hostile armed forces
using cluster bombs prohibited by international law launched missile attacks massively for the
second at densely populated areas of Barda district, where trade facilities are located. As a result,
21 civilians were killed and up to 70 wounded. Civil infrastructure facilities and vehicles were ex-
tensively damaged.

Thus, it was underlined that Armenia grossly violates all the humanitarian ceasefire reached -
first on October 10 Moscow joint statement, then on October 18 reaffirmed commitments by the
mediation efforts of Paris and now on October 24 after meeting in Washington and agreeing on
implementing the immediate humanitarian ceasefire.

It was noted that this is another demonstration of willful ignorance by Armenia of its
commitments and open disrespect to the tireless endeavors of international mediators.

Humanitarian help to civilians in Ganja city

Along with the Azerbaijani government, other friendly countries, such as Israel has sent hu-
manitarian and medical aid to the residents of Ganja, the second largest city of Azerbaijan, which
came under missile attacks by Armenia, the Israeli Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper said, Trend
reported citing TASS.

According to the newspaper, Israel, as a humanitarian and medical aid for dozens of civilians
who suffered from the shelling in Ganja city, supplied heaters, warm clothes, blankets, first aid
kits, and basic necessities. The second batch of Israeli aid with consumables for medical supplies
was delivered to Ganja on October 24, noting that "Israel is ready to supply medical equipment if
necessary". On October 23, Ambassador of Israel to Azerbaijan George Dick visited Ganja,
Yedioth Ahronoth newspaper added.

"l came [to Ganja] to express my condolences and the condolences of the State of Israel to
the victims and wish a speedy recovery to the wounded," the ambassador said upon his arrival. "l
met some of the victims and | will meet more later, their stories are heartbreaking. As Israelis, we
know the destructive effect of war, especially when innocent civilians are under attack. Violence
against civilians, no matter what nationality or religion, is unacceptable. No one should lose loved
ones, friends or neighbors while they sleep peacefully at night."

(Yedioth Ahronoth, 25.10.2020, YNEhttps://www.ynetnews.com/article/Sk11bDGmOOP)
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“During my visit yesterday to Ganja, | saw at firsthand the situation of children. | was
saddened to hear the reports that more children had been injured over the weekend and
extend my condolences to those affected.

Media reported that UNICEF Represen-
tative to Azerbaijan Edward Carwardine stated F.
this. Edward Carwardine noted that UNICEF
repeats its urgent call for the protection of
civilians and civilian infrastructure, and reit- § &
erates that a cessation of hostilities is in the &
best interest of all children: "l spoke in Ganja &
with Mr Hikmat Hajiyev, Assistant to the Pres- |
ident, to offer UNICEF’s support for children
and families, particularly in responding to
psychological trauma and keeping children
safe from unexploded ordnance, and we
agreed to implement this assistance urgently."
(https://en.axar.az/news/society/506910.html).

Missile attack on oil pipeline from Armenia

Azerbaijan is a developing country and it is a big hub for multi-billions of investments.
Azerbaijan also plays an important role in Europe's energy security through several significant
energy projects such as Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) oil pipeline, the Trans Adriatic Pipeline (TAP)
and the Trans Anatolian Natural Gas Pipeline (TANAP). Not surprisingly, as a part of their terror
policy, Armenian forces launched a missile attack on last Tuesday on the BTC oil pipeline amid
the conflict, that was successfully prevented by the Azerbaijani army, on the part of pipeline in
Yevlah city. Azerbaijan described the attack as a "terrorist act" and highlighted the pipeline's
important role in Europe's energy security.

Armenia has shelled Azerbaijani power plants and pipelines of strategic importance, which
threatens not only the security of Azerbaijan, but also the region, Azerbaijani Energy Minister
Parviz Shahbazov said in October 28, 2020.

Shahbazov made the remark at the Baku International Energy Charter Forum on "Transition
to renewable energy sources in electricity production, transport, heating and cooling: modern
challenges and trends,", Trend reports.

"The Armenian side continues to shell the peaceful cities of our country. We have already
faced Armenian aggression. Since the beginning of hostilities, Armenia has repeatedly struck the
strategic pipeline, which is part of the Southern Gas Corridor," the minister said.

These are just few evidences of the ongoing Armenian aggression towards Azerbaijan and its
territorial integrity. This aggression can escalate to its highest point in any time, putting whole
population and infrastructure of the country in danger. Simultaneously, Armenia's policy of
terrorism threatens security and stability not only of Azerbaijan but also the whole region, as well
as the business and investment climate too.

American Chamber of Commerce in Azerbaijan (AmCham Azerbaijan) issued a statement
supporting territorial integrity of Azerbaijan. According to the statement, AmCham Azerbaijan is
deeply concerned with the events developing in the Nagorno-Karabakh region and other areas of
Azerbaijan. The Chamber strongly condemns all attacks on Azerbaijan, especially recent large-
scale shelling of civilian population and strategic infrastructure facilities carried out from the
territory of Armenia.

AmCham Azerbaijan unequivocally supports the territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and calls for
the resolution of the conflict within the framework of international law and in line with the UN
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Security Council Resolutions 822, 853, 874
and 884 which demand immediate, complete
and unconditional withdrawal of all the occu-
pying forces from the occupied territories of
the Republic of Azerbaijan.

In the statement it was also emphasized
that, the liberation of several occupied terri- B
tories in the past days from the Armenian oc-
cupation gives hope, first time in 30 years,
for more than one million of Azerbaijani
refugees and internally displaced persons to |
return to their homes and sustainable peace
and stability in the region.

(Rashid Mammadov, The London Watch Legal E-Digest , October 11, 2020

http://thelondonwatch.com/2020/10/11/rashid-mammadov-american-chamber-of-commerce-
in-azerbaijan-issued-a-statement-supporting-territorial-integrity-of-azerbaijan/)

Azerbaijan strikes only at military facilities

Azerbaijan strikes only at military facilities stationed by the Armenian armed forces in the
occupied territories, all possible precautionary measures in accordance with the convention have
been taken in order not to damage the civilians and civilian facilities.

At present, Azerbaijan is exercising the right to self-defense enshrined in Article 51 of the UN
Charter within the framework of these resolutions, as well as the use peace enforcement
operations provided for in Chapter VII of the UN Charter.

In order to prevent Armenian military aggression and ensure protection of the civil population,
the Azerbaijani Army took counter-attack measures to repel the assault.

According to the Artilce 51 of UN Charter, nothing in the present Charter shall impair the
inherent right of individual or collective self-defence if an armed attack occurs against a Member
of the United Nations. Measures taken by Members in the exercise of this right of self-defence
shall be immediately reported to the Security Council and shall not in any way affect the authority
and responsibility of the Security Council under the present Charter to take at any time such
action as it deems necessary in order to maintain or restore international peace and security.”

In accordance with the provisions of Chapter VII of the UN Charter, as a rule, with the use of
elements of coercive action, in order to prevent aggression or threats to international peace and
security by any state, or by the parties to the conflict or the state in conflict. These are peace en-
forcement operations carried out by the without the consent of the international community.
These operations can be carried out only on the basis of a UN Security Council resolution. As we
know, 4 UN Security Council resolutions have been adopted on the settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

The resolutions noted that stability and peace in the region were under threat, expressed
concern over the growing number of IDPs and stressed the need to address the problems caused
by the state of emergency in the occupied territories. The UN Security Council called for an end
to the occupation in order to achieve a permanent ceasefire and the withdrawal of the Armenian
forces from the occupied territories of Azerbaijan. According to the Paragraph 138 of the
Resolution on the Outcomes of the World Summit, adopted by the UN General Assembly on 16
September 2005, at the World Summit of the Heads of State and Government, have gathered at
United Nations Headquarters in New York from 14 to 16 September 2005, the Heads of States
reaffirmed that each individual State has the responsibility to protect its populations from
genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. This responsibility entails
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the prevention of such crimes, including their incitement, through appropriate and necessary
means. Azerbaijan is acting in accordance with it. The international community should, as
appropriate, encourage and help States to exercise this responsibility. The international community,
through the United Nations, also has the responsibility to use appropriate diplomatic, humanitarian
and other peaceful means, in accordance with Chapters VI and VIII of the UN Charter, to help to
protect populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity.

Protection of women and children
in armed conflicts in international law

If we talk about specific protection of children and women, international humanitarian law
provides general protection for children and women as persons taking no part in hostilities, and
special protection as persons who are particularly vulnerable.

Protocol Il of 1977 also codifies the principles according to which the civilian population as
such, as well as individual civilians, shall not be the object of attack. The Fourth Geneva
Convention comprises a great many provisions in favour of children. They show that, already in
1949, it was felt that children should be especially protected against warfare.

Armenia is violated the principles stipulated by the Declaration on the Protection of Women
and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict and which calls for the strict observance of the
Declaration by all Member States. Attacks and bombings on the civilian population, inflicting in-
calculable suffering, especially on women and children, who are the most vulnerable members of
the population, shall be prohibited, and such acts shall be condemned.

The Declaration on the Protection of Women and Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict
calls for the strict observance of the Declaration by all Member States:

1. Attacks and bombings on the civilian population, inflicting incalculable suffering, especially
on women and children, who are the most vulnerable members of the population, shall be
prohibited, and such acts shall be condemned.

2. The use of chemical and bacteriological weapons in the course of military operations
constitutes one of the most flagrant violations of the Geneva Protocol of 1925, the Geneva
Conventions of 1949 and the principles of international humanitarian law and inflicts heavy losses
on civilian populations, including defenceless women and children, and shall be severely con-
demned.

3. All States shall abide fully by their obligations under the Geneva Protocol of 1925 and the
Geneva Conventions of 1949, as well as other instruments of international law relative to respect
for human rights in armed conflicts, which offer important guarantees for the protection of women
and children.

4. All efforts shall be made by States involved in armed conflicts, military operations in foreign
territories or military operations in territories still under colonial domination to spare women and
children from the ravages of war. All the necessary steps shall be taken to ensure the prohibition
of measures such as persecution, torture, punitive measures, degrading treatment and violence,
particularly against that part of the civilian population that consists of women and children.

5. All forms of repression and cruel and inhuman treatment of women and children, including
imprisonment, torture, shooting, mass arrests, collective punishment, destruction of dwellings
and forcible eviction, committed by belligerents in the course of military operations or in occupied
territories shall be considered criminal.

6. Women and children belonging to the civilian population and finding themselves in
circumstances of emergency and armed conflict in the struggle for peace, self-determination,
national liberation and independence, or who live in occupied territories, shall not be deprived of
shelter, food, medical aid or other inalienable rights, in accordance with the provisions of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,
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the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Declaration of the Rights
of the Child or other instruments of international law.

Unfortunately, this does not mean that the international community will react immediately to
Armenia's actions. We have been witnesses for many times, that international community were
closed their eyes to unlawful actions of Armenia in regards to Azerbaijan. The only right way in
such a situation is to continue the peace enforcement operations of the Azerbaijani army to force
Armenia to withdraw the occupying forces from the territories of Azerbaijan as required by the UN
Security Council 4 resolutions on Karabakh.

During 30 years of conflict, Armenia has not stop to surprise the international community by
the level of its barbarism and cruelty. Attacking innocent children sleeping at night in the cities that
do not contain any military objects is an immoral practice of conducting war invented by Armenia.
Our hearts are bleeding when we look at 3 years old Khadija lying on a hospital bed, and who lost
her both parents and one year old sister. This is not the way that innocent children should be
behaved.

The internally displaced children in Azerbaijan still cannot realize their right to voluntary return
to their lands in safety and dignity. During the conflict, 224 children were taken hostage by
Armenia and were subsequently released, and 29 children are still considered to be in Armenian
captivity. 73 Azerbaijani children are missing.

Children in Azerbaijan are the targets by Armenian aggressors even during the ceasefire
time. During the ceasefire since 1994, 34 children became victims of the Armenian terror, 14 of
them were killed and 20 were injured. Another murder that got away with Armenian extremists
happened in 2017, when the Armenian Armed Forces fired from 82- and 120-mm mortars and
heavy grenade launchers at the village of Alkhanly, Fizuli region, as a result of which 18-month-
old girl Zakhra Guliyeva and her 50-year-old grandmother Sahiba Guliyev died. This murder
shook the whole world, by showing the Armenia's true colors, however, the Armenians still got
away with it due to the world community's unresponsiveness! In total, over the years, about 350
thousand innocent children have suffered from an unjust war.

Over the years of the conflict, Armenian armed groups have purposefully targeted civilians
and civilian facilities of Azerbaijan, including schools, hospitals, and administrative buildings.
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The Presidential aide Hikmat Hajiyev noted that the Armenian armed forces once again fired
missiles from Armenia’s territory on residential settlements in the direction of Azerbaijan’s Fuzuli
and Jabrayil districts, which resulted in fatalities and injuries among civilians. “During the recent
days, over 10,000 pieces of projectiles and missiles of various types were launched on
Azerbaijan’s densely populated settlements. Over 500 private houses were completely destructed
or seriously damaged.

Azerbaijani Prosecutor General Kamran Aliyev has made a statement on the Armenian armed
forces’ shelling of the city of Ganja: “October 4, 2020, at about 10 am, Ganja, the second largest
city of the Republic of Azerbaijan, with a population of more than five hundred thousand civilians,
was subjected to rocket and artillery shelling which is a blatant violation of the requirements of the
Geneva Conventions.

Funeral service for 13-year-old Arthur

A funeral service for 13-year-old Artur
Mayakov, who died due to the Armenian terror,
is being held at the Russian Orthodox Church
in Azerbaijan’s Ganja city, Trend reports.

The leadership of the Mayor’s Office of
Ganja city, representatives of the Russian
community, and other residents of the city are
taking part in the farewell ceremony.

Russian citizen Artur Mayakov, who was
wounded due to Armenia's missile strike on
Ganja on Oct. 17, died on Oct. 24.

Child soldiers in Armenian army

"Video shows that Armenia employs child-soldiers. Needs to be investigated", Assistant of the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Head of Foreign Policy Affairs Department of the
Presidential Administration Hikmet Hajiyev wrote on his Twitter page. He also added that,




"Recruiting and using children under the age of 15 as a soldier is prohibited under international
humanitarian law — treaty and customs — and is defined as a war crime by ICC".

It is not the first time, Armenia commits a war crimes in relation to children. According to the
“Child Soldiers Report 2001- Armenia”, “Recruitment of children has been reported to occur in
practice. The Committee on the Rights of the Child, at its January 2000 session, raised questions
regarding reports of refugee children from Azerbaijan being forced to join the Armenian army. The
delegation responded that Armenian children in Nagorno-Karabakh had been known to take up
arms against Azerbaijan "in defence of their territory". The Committee recommended that Armenia
should refrain from conscripting children into the armed forces and should take special protection
and rehabilitation measures for children affected by armed conflict” (see the UN press release,
UN CRC concluding observations on the status of children's rights in Armenia, 20/1/00,
HR/CRC/00/15 and also UN document reference CRC7C794).

Absolutely no actions have been taken by Armenia in regard to the recommendations of the
report. Furthermore, they keep repeating to commit this war crime. Now, in 2020, again in
Karabakh armed conflict.

International legal framework for prohibition using child soldiers

UN Secretary General in its report titled “Children and Armed Conflict” at the 74th session in June
2020, called upon Member States to respect the rights of the child, including through accession to
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in
armed conflict, and the endorsement and implementation of the Paris Principles and Vancouver
Principles on Peacekeeping and the Prevention of the Recruitment and Use of Child Soldiers.

International Humanitarian Law prohibits the recruitment and use of children in hostilities. The
article 50 of the IV Geneva Convention, stated that, an Occupying Power must not enlist children
on the occupied territory (GC IV, Art. 50). This provision is understood to relate only to children
below the age of 15 years.

The prohibition is applicable in both international and non-international armed conflicts (such
as a current Karabakh armed conflict, between Armenia and Azerbaijan). The bans on recruitment
of children below the age of 15 enshrined in Article 77 of Additional Protocol |, and in Article 4 of
Additional Protocol Il to the Geneva Conventions of 1949 are also considered to prohibit
accepting voluntary enlistment (P I, Art. 77 (2); P I, Art. 4(3)(c)).

Article 77 states that, the Parties to the conflict shall take all feasible measures in order that
children who have not attained the age of fifteen years do not take a direct part in hostilities and,
in particular, they shall refrain from recruiting them into their armed forces. Paragraph 3 of the
Article 4, of Additional Protocol Il is devoted more particularly to the protection of children and
reiterates some principles contained in the fourth Convention. Provisions of the protocol includes
protection from the effects of hostilities (sanitary zones, evacuation), provision of special care and
aid (medicine, food, clothing), protection of personal status, family and community ties (identity,
registration, reunification, news), cultural environment, education, or limits to the death penalty.
Other provisions specifically regulate the treatment of detained or interned children.

Children are protected also by general human rights instruments. In addition, they are entitled
to the protection provided by the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which has been
ratified by all states in the world, apart from Somalia and the United States of America. Article
38(3) of the Convention on the Rights of the Child prohibiting the recruitment of children below
the age of 15 is similarly interpreted as banning voluntary enlistment of such children and, hence,
completely outlawing child soldiers.

The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child differentiates between
States and non-State armed groups in setting the age-limit for recruitment and use in hostilities.
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Armed groups that are distinct from the armed forces of a State should not, under any
circumstances, recruit or use in hostilities persons under the age of 18 years.

States Parties shall take all feasible measures to prevent such recruitment and use, including
the adoption of legal measures necessary to prohibit and criminalize such practices.

Under the Statute of the International Criminal Court, conscripting or enlisting children into
armed forces or groups constitutes a war crime in both international and non-international armed
conflicts (ICC Statute, Article 8(2)(b)(xxvi) and (e)(vii)).

Paris and Vancouver principles

Another important documents in the sphere of protection of child soldiers are the Paris
Principles and the Vancouver Principles.

Paris Principles were adopted in 2007 at the "Free Children from War" conference organized
by France and UNICEF. In the last 10 years, 105 states have endorsed these Principles. The
signatory States have declared that they are prepared to identify and implement durable solutions
to combat the unlawful use and recruitment of child soldiers in conflicts. The Paris Principles has
the priority to put an end to the use or recruitment of child soldiers and one the goal is to release
children enlisted into armed groups and achive sanctions against people having unlawfully
recruited children. | have a big doubts that Paris Principles will achieve its goals in relation to
Armenia.

In November 2017, Canada launched the Vancouver Principles on Peacekeeping and the
Prevention of the Recruitment and Use of Child Soldiers at the UN Peacekeeping Defence
Ministerial conference in Vancouver, British Columbia. The Vancouver Principles are a set of
political commitments focused on child protection, including all stages of a conflict cycle. They
comprise 17 principles that focus on preventing the recruitment and use of child soldiers by
armed forces and armed groups.

In 2017, 54 UN Member States were founding endorsers of the Vancouver Principles. The
number of endorsing countrie